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PHEUIOINABY BEMAKKS 

IfPOM tttl 

OFENING SCENf:S 

OF TBB 

AMEEICAN REVOLUTION. 



^BsM iibpeortant xeladon vAdch the Battle «f 

Atmktv HtU beltfs to tlieinrkole 'war of idie Aamit» 

itttai Betohitioiii requires al>r]ef stateinesit of Jibe 

^mmeM ditt led to id^it memorable confliot. IVo- 

fOtafc: sa saccessiye Bnhish FarEaixienits, for die 

Bcantioii of Ike^ Ariiericaii cokmusts, widioot aUow- 

Ittgilliidtai'aT^prQseiitaldoii iathoseC^udiameiiteyfiTst 

-0pened^the isane of strife. That Aere^ere thon, 

:«9eGMiUy mtheiNewEjig^laiid coknues/wfaaj^ 

^brtOBie time prevums oheiSshed a htrkniir'SpiDt 

wf- ^ipfon&eti to jany aeta of aoitfereignty itiqA 

Sfeat BritexQ might jhcope attoiapl to<clteidse^)niay 

oot be denied. 1^ mother covntry was bur- 

/rfetied Tddi a dsbt, whidw though Iciitng^campered 

'i#iifc that whicdi ftov weighs upon her^ fwatidten 

lek b be grienms; and it was not strange^ that, 

abld ^ Tarioos pr^ott for meeting itS' ammal 

4)Uigytiions, the hope of a rgremie Aom AiaHMiaa 
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B : -:-. :'' •i(At?i£ pFjjTmkBft tax. 

should suggest itself. The taxing of America 
was first moved in the British Parliament by Mr. 
Grenyille, in March, 1764. The result of his 
motion was the Stamp Act, imposing a tax upon 
all notes, bonds, papers, &c., which passed the 
House of Commons by a vote of 250 to 50, and 
the House of Lords, withotrt debate or dissent, 
and received the approval of George HI., March 
22, 1765. 

The object of this delay of a whole year be* 
tween the motion and its passage, was to give the 
colonists an opportunity to suggest some other 
tnode of raising the tax, which should be prefera- 
ble t6 them. A tax of some kind they must siA- 
mit to, and if they did not like to have the impo- 
sition attached to their legal instrum^ts, biHs, 
receipts and private contracts, they might propose 
some other method. This show of indulgenee 
was represented to the colony agents in Ldndoft, 
as oBtablishing a precedent by which their con- 
dtitoents might demand, henceforward, die right 
of being consulted before any tax was impost 
upon them. But Uiis gilded bait did mH tenl)pt. 
The reception of the news of the passa^^ of this 
act was followed by remot^srtrances iand petitions 
from a Continental Congress assembled at N€(w 
York, and by various demonstrations of pojpukr 
excitement. Handbills printed with funereal jdete- 
I orations around them, the tolling of muffied bells, 
' and the construction and ridicule of the effigies of 
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olmoxtou»«Ace»s, lettifled to the de^ indigiiaifemi 
^ tkd peofde. T^ stamp ftgenia were con^eUed 
td r^e^> and tiid €tct was wholly disregarded. 
The act wad Mpeakd ihe next year by a new 
«ii^bsila]0tiatien ; Pitt haring tiiumphed in the 
•Hoase^ Commons by denying the right of the 
flarliament to impose a tax on the eoloi^es. The 
7ep0al was, however, accompanied by a declara- 
lory act, maintuaing the power and right of the 
4iBgdom to Und the colonies in all cases what- 
soever. IMs dedafation, being only a threat, 
iltis^ fer the time being, harmless, and was winked 
flit on Ais side of &e water, as a salvo to British 
^ride^ 

In 1767, vftder the Town$hend administration, 
^Mfveral measures, most okioxious to the colonists, 
w^Me deidsed in «acces«ionr*^uch as import du- 
-^es «6a imper, glass, paists and teaSi a list of civil 
^Bb&h to be named by the crown, with salaries 
fixed at the pdeasia^ of the monarch, a r^quisitum 
fer^poViding artides of food and clothing for the 
tiolitters, at the ^qieose of the colonies, together 
-With the estal^hment of a custom-house aiid a 
bflurd Off eommkisieners, on tyrannicfd principles. 
Thete measures were all Mlowod by intense ^- 
eitemeiits of the people, and led to pixHective com- 
tinations. In 1770, Lotd North brought about a 
'Mpeal cf the new duties, with the exception of 
^t upon tea,^' which was retained, as it was 
aBeged, for the purpose of uphcMing the disputed 
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10 BAITLB -OF WJJmE% WUh 

rigkt of taxation. " The Boston Massacie " of 
the dth March, as it was xaoet improfperly called, 
in which three of the inhabitants were killed and 
five others wounded, in an affiray with the soldiers, 
well nigh maddened the populace. In this Bdatter 
the blame was unquestionably tm our side. How 
far it is palliated by the honest indignatimi of the 
people of Boston at the presence of the military m 
their streets, is a questiot^ op&a for indiyidual 
judgment. From tluit time there was a contimiiel 
succession of insurrections and hostilities. . 

At every i^tage in the offensive proceedii^ 
against the colonies, there were those a]3K>ng the 
legislators and the people of Great Britain who 
opposed the measures of the government, and pre- 
dicted the disastrous results which at last mii^Ied 
in the issue. Our former governor, Pownall, whose 
judgment and experience shquld have given au- 
thority to his words, uUered in the House of Com* 
mens a, prophecy which the war fulfilled^ 

An act of parliament, in 1764, in anticipation 
(^ extreme measures, had empowered the Idng to 
station a military fojce in any province, and to 
quarter it upon the people. This act was not im- 
mediately enforced, but in 1767, some troops of 
the royal artillery arrived in Boston, and Gov- 
ernor Bernard made provision for their support at 
the castle, at the expense of the province, without 
authority thus to vote away money. He dissolved 
the General Court, and refused to call it tti^th^r 
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kgaSn* 1%^ pec^le of Boston and of the nei^ 
boring towns fonned and re-estaUished their com* 
ijinations against the importation and consumption 
ef British goods, of tea, of foreign fruit, and arti- 
cle of mourning apparel, recommending likewise 
gfeat }»rudenc6 and economy. 

As the pec^le were deprived of their General 
€ourt, a conrention of delegates from more than a 
Imndred towns assembled in Boi^on, in Septemher, 
1968, and sat several days. They requested the 
goTemor to call together the General Court, but 
im revised. Their measures were judlcious^nmd 
Ofthn, but resolute ; they advised ^e observance 
of a day oi fasting and pmyer, and that Ihe peo- 
ple «hodd ]»)0vide themselves with firearms. At 
tliedbse of the convention two more regiments 
affvived. They were qutrtei^d in Boston, in de« 
€mce of the earnest objections of the pec^le nxA 
Ae council. They marched through the town in 
battle-array, and occupied ^he common, the state* 
llmuey-^e court-house, and Faneuil Hall. The 
people looked on in amazement, but they did not 
fear. • 

iGavermt Bernard was re-called to England 
Augtut 1, 176©, and was succeeded by Lieutenant 
Grovemor Hutchinson, who fc^lowed up the mea- 
sures of his predecessor, delaying at his pleasure 
di^ convoking of the General Court, and then ar^ 
Mtrarily summonihg it to assemble at Cambridge. 
Thttftf were now about two thousand British troops 
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in Boston. M tbey hAck boen kept for it timiB m 
eloee qfbirtisss, tto peo|^e had not recemd iroai 
tksm wy provocations beyond that of their uii* 
wiekome pietlence. But in the wmter of 1770 
they had been allowed to walk about the streeto 
in little squads, and their huftg^mge «»d condiu^ 
^rere often insulting. It might hare been foreseen 
that outra^s Ifte that u^on the 5th of JMhrch 
would &aa^ The resoluie reaM>n«to»c0a cf ^ 
paofde pioeured the remdval of the troops ifsn 
Bostmi to the eastlfi. Di90onte»t and bold fesis* 
tanee gradually i?^n€4 the eleiaeiis of cixiI'Stri£^ 
and it was evkletei thai a gveat cnsia apirriaah^ 
The d«itni4itite of three ctrgoes of lea^ belOPgiQff 
t# the Bast Ittdia Co«{>«iy» in Boston haibc^r la 
1773^ was a plain evidenee ol the detei«uilat»sii 
of the pe^e lo resisi the duty which hni- 
North^s bill had left to be encted en thait ii99«(^ 
At th^ sesdion of the General Court, in lAsyi. 1773^ 
a oommittee was appeiuted to open a e^iFespiM»<* 
dence wiii die commiftees of oiAsr ccdomieSf (^ 
political suljeots^ and it was this st^ whidi hi- 
to the convention of a Continental Congress «& 
Fhihdelplm. The people had pelkiojB^ the 
Kkg for 'Ae kunediate removiU of GonifmMir 
H«tchiDison« who in letters to fi^laod bad i»«4f 
unfidr and preju^ial tepresentaitions oi the stsAe 
ef ddngs in this colony. He sailed fot Eoglaivd 
in Jiiiie» 1774. His house h^d beeai d««krof€4 
by a mob, and his psoporty 'snd papers scatteif^ 



d by Google 



MAX9fM (Of mffimM nuu If 

1^ Ah0 winds. Ut. wa3 suce«Qdi4 if G^mmd 
Q^g^f pie tkxnmaiider ia chief of the B^li«h 
ji^xces m Ameiica, 

If England had not then a Stuart £» « ^^nmki 
#he had a~ Stuart miiHSjtxy. In&UiwtioE m&m (e 
h^ the ax4y «|ppo{Hrkte word by whieh to .d^sAg* 
Date tbek galling accnmulatlQa of abu^efii 9od 
i^^ustiiptioBs upon the colonists, who hgi/i fd^^ady 
ippren sufficient eviifence of their indoini^le xmet 
lation to resist Nei^ i:aane the ai^[K>itt$n^t frf.dl^ 
Qi9Y%moi^ Qounselkmi by the King^ anstlf ftd ^ by 
tl^ Cooxt, as heretofore, and £mOy tl^ «|limMEjlJr 
AHi^isterijal debi^oiit in izriuchp npm JiMse <!> 1774, 
lit jpai^ieinentary bill deckred tbat Boston Jfcfft 
should he closed against all consuooei^e and n^iPr 
ffiiifiv^ andhe in a state of Uoclo^da. I^e pa»- 
aage of this biil was procured under the ex^edii- 
liqa;^ tfiat the oth^ ports of this and ^^e ^>thsr oelr 
lonies i^^ould delight in the humiliation of J9<Hi^on^ 
^d selfishly seize the opportuni^ thua put into 
0^ power of drawing cammeroe to .thetnsi9])V0a. 
£fexe agaip. did the ministry delude iisalf by 
anolber ^oas misc^dculation* The effect ef tt^ 
hill ;pas wholly opposite to th^ir ezpectatiB^. 
iJnmherless copies (Mf it were quickly ijaultiplied 
and circiilated over the amtment,-hairiQg,aa Budke 
a^ the inflammatovy effect w^ch therpoe^ jasorihe 
to the fiwry'a lorch* Copies of tl^ hill, jri^lpd m 
ffonyning pape:if„with^ hUdc border, were hawkfid 
^lelh^.atreets of |l§FlY«^ «»4;,Bpst«^^WWl^;i(Jie^ 
2 
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U BATTLE OF BimtKB HILL; 

tMe of "tt barbarous, cruel, Moody and in lminl rt 
murder.^ In other places, the populace being 
called together by placards, burnt the bill wi^ 
great solemnity. The General Court of Massa- 
chusetts recommended to the other colonies to 
suspend all commercial intercourse with QreiA 
Britain, and formed a solemn league and corenant 
against the use of English goods, though (Jenerai 
Gage threatened all the subscribers of it widi 
transportation to England for treason. 

Within four months after the receipt of die 
Bo6t<m Port bill, the dieputies of twehre provincet, 
representing" three millions of people, were con* 
Yened at Philadelphia. Loyal and constitutionai 
sentiments there found an honorable reception, 
and conciliatory measures on the part of Britain 
would even then have been of avail. Yet it was 
easy to see that allegiance to the throne was a 
word which was fast becoming of an empty sound 
throughout the continent. The sufferings to 
which the people of Boston were subjected were 
relieved by generous contributions throughout A« 
country. General Gage removisd the Ckmrt ftom 
Boston to Salem, where ,it met by adjounmiettt 
on June 7th ; but on the 17th he sent his messeti- 
ger to announce its dissolution. The messenger 
was shut out of doors, while the Court, befbre 
dbe3ring the summons, chose their first delegatea 
to the General Congress, Cushing, Samud and 
John Adams, Fame and Bowdoin. About thb 
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time iadepmleDt military camfMuti^ were fosmed 
m Boston* Genearal Gage beg^ to asffOmft ^ 
a|Kilic power, aa &e aueeessiye enoroachm^ats nptB 
tlie chartered libertiee of the peopJe thought oo; the 
ttnavai«bble issue. He ordered military stores 
&om New York; be collected powder freim the 
Mf^sboiing imms; seat out ageate to surrey the 
country) wad erected strong fortifications on Boston 
asck. This last measure, which amounted to a 
shutting out of all intercourse between the pe^fde 
in, Bbiton and the enyirons, by land as well as by 
ana, ims regarded as anr outrage which ought not 
,to be endiiT)ed, But he all^;ed that the object of 
therfoitt&mtions was to prevent the frequent de» 
jWM^oim of his soldiers. 

JM^iates from the diflerent towns meet at Salem 
in Octob^j and there constituted the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts. A committee of this 
bod^iBpas directed to ascertain the character and 
amOiUDit ^iibe military stores in the province, ai^i 
to encoiuage military discipline. The taxes were 
|iNmed*£N»n the authorised provincial treasurer to 
ainew officer thon appointed; a Committee of 
StAty, with executive authfmty, was chosen to 
atl after the adjournment, and three general offi- 
Cfi^ Colonels Ward, Thomas and Pomeroy, were 
ioveated with the command of the i»rovincial mili- 
tary* Before that Congress met again, anmher 
Wtfnii^ voiee was liAed in solemn tones to coun- 
«4/the mother country. On the 20th of JosmAT^ 
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l776»Lo«d G^mAtMBki after lonf nsttromeiit mi 
w^iv&ffhu^y su£ferkilg, rose in ^e H^use of idrim. 
Hd forttCoM the evont of Uieae x«iimoi» maM^rtROi; 
)^ i»K|^t«d the nation to paa«e «nd ^iKvldaryttMl 
^en proposed that a hnmUe reqnest b^ mirtLe Id 
^ Kii^ to lequire General Gitg^ to eiraeoi^ 
Bosvon. But the roi6e of warning was not hacfcA. 
The ProTineial Congress met again by ad^oiim>- 
«ient in February) 1775^ ox^nized theik eontms^ 
teeo, arrang>ed their eorrespcmdence, and pio^Mid 
lOiiUtary preparations and si6ies,<LemgmJimgWia^ 
eester and Conoord as pk^^s of deposit €N»Mnd 
&age was well informed of all these proeee<Miig8, 
and heating of some stores at Si^em or Diasyefb, 
he sent one hundred and My men to seizv tiMUk. 
But the attempt was rendered fruitless by re^st- 
ance on Ae way, - ■ 

There was a third sessiott of the Con|;frosft it 
March, when vigorous measkires were lidopii^. 
Large companies were organized, oompese^ 0[ 
ftien who held theinselyes ^eady for seti^ at « 
miniiite's warning. More Bri^h troops andi^, 
and General Gage was equally -determined to pur- 
sue his blind and misguided m^ftsurea« Not weife 
legislatire enactments the only griefvanees cCw^^ 
the people, complaitied ; insults and indignMes oC 
rarious kinds were oiered them by oi^b&n nnA 
Boldi^rs; which annoyed and v^xed the citiefiSM. 
The 16th of March had been consecrated 0* a d«y 
4f ftLSting and prayer by the Provincial Cottle 
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'89d)e die aooiely were aBsenUiii^ in the dMUoh 
•i Weft Boston, the: regukca pitched two oMrfiMe 
tentd^vithia ten yaids, of thehiKise, and eoa^ued 
«Uh £|iB fiMid cbnuns to disturb the 86r?ioe« At 
Ibe €m»QiBmoration of the ^th of March massaece, 
iafi.tjM Old South Church, the patriot Samuel 
Adams courteouslj placed about forty BiiUah 
irfic^rs, who came to hear Warren's Orati<m, in 
l^^best seats, and they listened in quijetpess. At 
ila ebaet Adams moved that an orator be chotMi 
for the ensuing 5th March, to cc^aimeiaontte <* the 
l^tiody and hornd massacre, pei^trated by a pnrty 
0^ a^ldieis under the command of Caj^ain X 
Si^^stfin." ,Qis. motion was received with iiissas 
iNi^^^eiea frpm the officers^ when great confusion 

Onthe 8th of the month, a countryman (Thomas 
JHfli^) from BiUerica, while buying a: musjcet in 
Soil|9li» was seized by the regulars and coreied 
^^ tar a^d feathers. He was carried thxough 
«,t)i# s^Eeeta on a trucks guarded by twei^. soldiers 
'ppth^ fixed bayonetSi a label being attached to his 
.^aifk* inscribed '^ American Liberty, or a Spccipien 
ffi. Democracy," while a promiscuous crowd of 
I^ScerSt negroes and sailors fdlowed»^a^d the 
4r9]ffA and fifes played " Yankee Doodle," a tune 
Ha^ by the British in ridicule of the provincials. 
J^ aelectmen of BiUerica sent a remonstrance to 
fiffiies9!i Gage, and told him if it did. not answer 
.itiHPsmpse, ikm, sl^ould " h^eafter use a difiereot 
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i^te itom. that of petitfon ^d eotttpUdnt^ Cl«ll^ 
mA H< fle <»c k '8 hmte wa» t^ce adsfttilted AMiijg^ 
^^ month, Men ^ fence aad the inndoiiirft ir^M 
destroyed by ^e soldiers. On the night of tM' 
18th the Proridence coach \<ras attacked, as It 
entered the town, and its passengers were ahi»ed$ 
bat the driver, leaping from hi6 seat, lilficttfd a 
«ivere castigaHon upon the Btitish Captain Oo*«. 
Tliese are but specimens of the many riots, cKrt* 
I^Ageis and indignities, which maddened the people 
of Ihe to#n and of the province. 

Stich were the ministerial enactments, th^ |Mt^ 
lib grievances and &e military outrages^,' trhi<sh 
W6re preparing the way for a civil war. ft ima 
i^Vidient ^at only an occasion was necestaty td 
confront the foreign invaders, and the citiz^ttl of 
the soil, in two opposing armied. That occasion 
j^esented itself on the 19th of April, when Sent* 
eipal Gag^i without provocation, warrant or ftksaS^ 
iiiatibh, sent a body of troops to Ooncord Vo lid^ 
«pon the military stores there deposited. Thoeer 
trbops on their way, going beyond Aefr orelert, 
^wtong as they were, inade an attack upon af few 
mfilitia-men iat Lexington, and then emHibd th^ 
fight at Goncbrd. It was a most inglorious ex» 
jdoit for his majesty's regulars, for as the co^iJaMry 
people had good wathing of thei^ purpose, it watf 
bat poorly accomplished, and they were forced to 
retreat, marking their homeward waybyft'l%(k^ 
Of killed and wounded, shot from the dJ^Mr # 

f 
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iMMlseB, woods, wiilb aad fenees, liy the b ewMwd 
eonfitry people. Thst Aai^ardly enteipme vnm 
not eren sanctieiied by miniBteriid authoTi^, wheii 
the news reached Sngland, though an attempt 
was made to chargfe upon the pvoTinciab the sin 
of Btaakii^f the first offmsive blow. The Cotigress 
of tile eotony instituted inquiries and procured 
ceHified affidavits, whidi proved that both at L^- 
'mg^Jk and at Concord the first fire was diseharged 
by the British. That aggp^ession upon the lib«^ 
ties of die people was equally unauthorized and 
emif^g^&Ag. On die Sdd of the month the Pro- 
vKidai Coogiess again assembled, voted to raise 
at <mee thirteen thousand men, to rally at Cam- 
btidge and the neighborhood, and a^ed aid from 
die odier pronnees, tovi^iieh Connecticut, Shock 
Uaad and New Hampshire responded. The forts, 
iBMgaskies and arsenab were secured for the 
cowitry. Then, for the first time, die title of 
eneiiies was giv^i to the British, and Oeneral 
Oi^ was denounced as the agent of tyranny and 
. 0ppi^im» An aceoant of the battle at Lacing- 
ten Was sent to Engjand, and an address, closing 
llltis : " Appealing to heaven for the justice of our 
eause^ we determine to die or be free." 

By advice received from Lord Dartmouth, the 
head of the war department, General Gage issued 
a^^tocbonation on the 12th of June, in which he 
dselared the discontents to be in a state of rebellion, 
fuU p^rdwito all, with the exception of 
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/Himeock atid Adams, in4io%oii}d ky down tb^ix 
anns and bow to his authority, and an!|a<iiie«d 
that martial law was now in force. 

This proclamation, issued on the first day of 
the week, was to be illustrated by a featfiil ooift- 
mentary before another Sabbath came. For we 
have thus entered upon that week in our history 
wheir was fought the battle which has made thai 
green summit the first altar of our country's^ freer 
dom. 

Of the fifteen thousand troops then gathered^ b^ 
the cry of war, at Cambridge and Roxbury^ uiidear 
the command of General Ward, about tea thoor* 
sand belonged to Massoichusetts, and the remaiadm 
to New Hampshire^ Bhoda Island and Oomieed- 
<iut They constituted an irregular and undisd^ 
pHned a^my, without accoutrements, or any other 
uniform than their working suits. Beorutits and 
stragglers were continually coming in.. Yet many 
of those provincial soldiers, though undiscipltneid 
by any thing like regular service) were-l^ aa 
means unused to the severities and oUigarions of 
a military life, having had experience in &e ladiwi 
and Frelnch wars. One regiment of artiUery* 
with nine field*pieees, had been raised in Massar 
chiisetts, w[kd put under command of the famous 
engineer. Colonel Gridley, but it was not y«t 
thoriou|fhly organized. A self-OMisti^Ued Frp-rinf 
cial Congress discharged the legislative funcdcMoa, 
and a Committee of Safety, elected by the Cotigfttw, 
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MM fik mecNfti^ j^ace of ^vKflmw sod codacii, 
ittd eoMteed their fiinction* chkfly to mSitaiaty 

Diero wem in ftiet four urfiependent andies 
iSimvt united in resistance to the foreign enemy. 
The fcttc^ thei^ gathered in the ne^liboriu>od did 
not eonstitttte a nfttional army, fcnr there wais then 
BO nation to oim them ; they were not nnd^ the 
lastt^ri^ of the Continental Gongreae, for the |iu- 
iSiority of that Congress was no{ as yet acknoid- 
^odgtit nor had that Congress as yet recognised 
liMite forees. If either were the tro<^ frcmi Con- 
MsetSrat, Rhode Island and Now Hampshiie, tab- 
feet to the command of Greneral Ward, save as 
the Msndly purpose which led th^xi to volunteer 
thjeir atzms in defence of a sister colony, would he 
i;ecompaided by the courtesy that would make 
fhetn sttbordinate allies. These independent 
amnies could act in concert only by yielding th^m- 
ielv<68 to die influence of the common spirit whioh 
odied them together. (General Ward was a judi- 
dbraa aend conscientibus patriot, had serred* the 
oafcnirf iir high ciril and judicial stations, and in 
Aofif Ftoiiirh war, in which he was a Lieut^ant 
6(^ojkel, had earned some military experience and 
finne. Lieutenant General Thomas, who accepted 
Ife commission on May 27, was distinguished for 
talents, patriotism and military reputation; he 
ivat second in command. General Pomeroy:, I3te- 
wite fiunoua in the border war, continued to senre 
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. ander the appaintment of the Proyiacial Q^nfMMi. 
G^uexal Putnam preceded his Connecticut troqip, 
in hurrying to the scene of war, on the news of the 
hattle of Lexington. His men so<m followed him 
with like enthusiasm* The New HampshipDe 
troops, on their arrival at Medford, made choice 
of Colonel Stark as their l^ader. Greneral Gifsien 
commanded a regiment from Rhode IsUnd. 

The semicircle of headlands, slopes, points |U|^ 
^oainences, united hy green levels and extendiag 
over ten or twelve miles, which we majr ^ow s^e 
from these summits, in all the heauty of its 809- 
mer garb, was then covered by the wide-qnoiKl 
wings of our citizen army. A part of Coloqiel 6ar- 
rish's regiment from Essex and Middlesex^ aii4.& 
detachment of New Hampshire troops, statioofid 

'on the hills of Chelsea, formed the tip of its l^ft 
vriagy and all along the eastern sea-board to Cfi§e 
Ann and Portsmouth, were watchM spies on t^e 
^alert to spread the alarm, if the British shouU) at- 
tempt an entrance at any of the ports* Coloi^ 
Reed and Stark, next in the line, were statiooisd 
at Medford with tbeir New Haxnpshire xegimrat^. 
Lechmere's Point, at East Cambridge, was goaid- . 
ed against a hostile landing, to which it otEs^i 
great facilities, by parts of Colonel Little's ai^d 

» other regiments. General Ward, with the nuqn 
body of about 9,000 troops, and four companies of 
artillery, occupied Cambridge ; while all the poin^ 
of high land, the farms, and the main roads, were 
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A^aEsiietudyd^eitded. Lieutenant Seneral Thomas, 

•^tb &,060 troops from Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, with three or four companies of 
artillery, constituted die right wing of the army at 
Bbxbury imd Dorchester. 

' Here was a wide extent of space, approachable 
by land only at Roxbury neck, where the British 
lines wtere strongly entrenched, assailable at seve- 
tfil points by armed shipsv and floating batteries, 

ifcdt protected to a great degree by shoal and tide ' 
waters, swamps, and intersecting creeks. The 

'fthny was wholly voluntary in its organization, tl^ 

'«oldfers having enlisted for different periods, de- 

^fending for ^eir daily food upon the i^roTisions 
sent from their several towns. Subordination and 

'obriience to their officers were secured and yield- 
ed t^ thdr respect for those whose names were 

>6mifiar to th«n, as associated with magnanimity, 

^enttifrprise and bravery. 

• Such vfna the constitution and the disposition of 
tfcfe American army when the provincials found 

iiiemselves in ^e singuhr position of besieging 

fa^ own chief town of Boston. 1 hat little penin- 
ikHa was thus completely invested and hemmed in. 
Several of its inhabitants remained there from dif- 

"ferent modves ; some as devoted loyalists, some as 
iaikid neutrals, some as spies, to watch each hos- 
tile movement and to communicate it to the colo- 
nisls.' Some of these last, together with many 
dfMeiters, wonld occasionally cross thfe water bv 
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mmmxaing, or ki %oat8, (xt pass ifae Boxbur^liMs 
and «]]^T the Amenean eamp bf lug^t. OChers 
there were whose anxiety i^ their propertj indue- 
ed them to eootimte In Bostoiu After hostilities 
had commenced, General Gage of coxmie consito-r 
ed the citizens as prisonen. By the s|Hes and 
desierters ouf officers genendly xeceired fuHsnfot* 
meition of all that XKneuirod in Boston during the 
whcile time of its iayesteent by the British. ISi^t 
word Baritish had now become sj^oi&ymoas witli 
^QCmy^'aiKid d^migh tlue vegukr army encan^ed in 
^ capital wight despise ifae imdiscipliBed molti- 
tidde whidki k^t it in such close qxiarters; iiwias 
^emixptXkd to regard its opponents as powdivl aad 
£iEnidaUe. 

▲t die time of the battle at Lexingtim, Amn 
were about 4,000 Bzitoh troops in Bostoa. The 
nnmber was increased to more than 10^000 befoilB 
the action in this town. l%e best disei^ined and 
most experienced troops in the kingdcNili, many of 
them freshly hnicrelled «i the tecent wars on iits 
European continent, under the comn^md of offiettt 
^ually distinguished, composed the inTading 
army. Gage, the Goremor and Commander m 
Chiefs had long resided in America, and had mar- 
ried here. He came originally as a ^Kutenuit 
n»det Braddock, and was with that general when 
•he received his mortal wound. He had been 
AoTemor of Montred, had succeeded Geaend 
Amberst k command of die British forces on dib 
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tttiM^i^fit, add Ifuiciiinion as Odvcimdr €€ MaM»- 
elittfietta. He had cmuttantly and tigorouflly favdl-- 
ed the ^pf^&s^ measui^s of Ae ministry which 
lM*oii|fltt on the war* He had strongly ftfnified 
Boston by a double line of intrenchnMnts crossing 
the nedr., and by batteries there, and also upon the 
Oeimnon, ccHnmanding Roxbnry and Cambridge, 
upon. Oopp^B Hill, commanding Charlestown, upon 
Fort IfiU and the northern extremity of tihe town, 
eommeoi^ng the harbor, and upon West Boston' 
'Pbint. There were, besides, at least twenty-five 
firmed vessels in the harbor. To the inhabitants 
TenMdning'in Boston, the populatkm of which, in- 
dependent of Bie military, was then aboirt 00,000, 
the troops behaved in an instilting and tyrannical 
^iBflanier. 

Thus confronted, both armies seemed aKke con- 
"fident of snccess, and anxious for a trial* The 
Britfrii w^ere naturally mortified at their condition 
V9 b^egM. They looked with anxiety to the 
lEevghts of Charlestown and Dorchester, and ifme 
-fbradng measures to occupy them, having decided 
%0 put liiem in force &n the 18th of June. They 
^gardted their opponents as rude, untaught, and 
eowarHy farmers, and were nettled at being kept 
'it'ljaj' by an army clothed in calico frocks and 
iieAiryihg fowling-pieces. 

•i^li^ provincials did not feel their lack of dis^i^- 
pftw as they should have done. They w«e t e«<- 
letli under restraint, they were used to skinniii^y 
3 
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and thotight such would be the ecmtest belmce ikem^ 
Yet in the Council of Wair, and in the Committee 
of Safety, there was a difference of opinion as tp 
the measures to be pursued. If the heights of 
Charlestown were once of^upied by the provin- 
cials, they must be retained against a constant $re, 
which could not be answered, as there were but 
eleven barrels of powder in the camp? and these 
contained one-sixth of all that was in the provinc6|« 
General Ward, and Joseph Warren, who wae 
Chairman of the Committee of Safety, and ha^ 
been elected Major Greneral on the^ 14th of Juni^ 
were at first doubtful^as to the expediency of ii\- 
trenching on Bunker's Hill. General Putnam was 
earnest in advocating the measure, saying, " the 
Americans are not at all afraid of their heads, 
though very much afraid of their legs ; if you cover 
these they will fight forever." Pomeroy coincided 
with Putnam ; he was willing to attack the enemy 
with five cartridges to a man, for he had been ac^ 
customed in hunting, with three charges of powder, 
to bring home two or three deer. Daring enter- 
prise prevailed in the Council, and it was resolved 
that the heights of Charlestown, which had been 
reconnoitred the month before by Colonels Gridley 
and Henshaw, and Mr. Devens, should be^ortified. 
On the fifteenth of June, the Committee of Safety, 
by a secret vote, which was not recorded tiB the 
19th, advised the taking possession of Bunker^s 
HiUf and of Dorchester heights. On the next day 
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the Proyincial Congress, as a counterblast to 
(General Gage's proclamation, by which Hancock 
and Adams had been excepted from the profier of 
a general amnesty, issued a like instrument, in 
which General Gage and Admiral Graves were the 
scape-goats. 

It was amid the fiill splendor, luxuriance, and 
heat of our summer, when rich crops were waving 
upon all the hills and valleys around us, that the 
Council of War decide to carry into execution the 
Vote of the Committee of Safety. We may omit 
the question as to the prudence or discretion of die 
measure, as being equally difficult of decision and 
unimportant, save as the misgivings of those who 
predicted tliat the deficiency of ammunition would 
endanger a failure, were proved by the result to 
"be well grounded. 
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THE BATTLE 



On Friday, June 16th, 1775, the Tpry day upon 
which Washington was c^cially informed, in ^ 
Congress at Philadelphia, of his appointment to 
^ eommand of the Gontinentsd army about to be 
: eiUi^ted, General Ward issued orders to Colonels 
Presci^ and Bridge, and to the commandant of 
Colonel Frye's regiment, to have their men ready 
and prepared for immediate service. They w«^ 
all yeomen from Middlesex and Essex counties, 
and were habituated to the hard labors of a &nn 
beneath a summer's sun. Captain Gridley's new 
ccmipany of artillery, and one hundred and twei^ 
men from the ponnecticut regiment under the 
command of Captain Knowlton, were included in 
the order. Colonel Gridley accompanied as chief 
engineer. Three companies of Bridge's regiment 
did not go, but as small parties of other regiments 
fell into the detachment, it consisted of from one 
thousand to one thousand two hundred men. 
They took with them provisions for only cme meal 
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Gcdenel Frescolt was ordered to take possession 
of, to fortify, and to defend, Bunker's Hill, but to 
keep the puipose of the expedition secret; nor was 
it Imown to the men, until, on arriving at Charles- 
town neck, they found the wagons laden with in- 
trenching tools. The detachment was drawn up 
upon Cambridge Common, in front of Grenend 
Ward's head quarters, after sunset, when prayers 
were offered by Reverend Dr. Langdon, President • 
of the College. About nine o'clock the expedition 
was in motion, Prescott with two sergeants carry- 
nig daric lanterns, leading the way. The Colonel, 
expecting warm service, carried with him a linen 
coat or bannian, which he wore during the engage- 
ment. Thus it was that in the accounts of the 
battle given by some of the British soldiers, the 
American commander was described as " a farmer 
Pressed in his frodk." 

A brief skstch of the natural features and posi- 
. tioB of the scene may aid the imagmation of the 
reader. The peninsula of Charlestown is in 
shape.not tmlike a pear, as an early "settler upon 
it described it : the stem uniting it to the main- 
laiidf the end extending towards the harbor. Two 
• mall hills, the Burial Hill and the Town Hill, 
and two larger summits, Breed*s Hill and Bun- 
ker's Hill, swell (mt from its surface. The sonth- 
eastem slope of Breed's Hill divides the waters 
ol the bay into two broad rivers, which indent 
the shores, and just beyond the western base of 
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rAgudair'0 IfiU a{^NPoach so neax ea^li odMc ai to 
alkw scedpcely Jbur hundred feet of hreadlh to the 
neck of land which unites the peqinsuk to Ae 
neighboring eoiin^. The Mptie, on the north, 
washes with its double chiumel the faiths shore. 
On the south, the opposite side of the mouth of the 
Charles, which, in its narrowest span, k about 
three hundred yards across, we see the now 
crowded peninsula of Boston, similariy enirircaied 
by &B waters.of the sea, and united to the ; 
land at Soxbury by a narvow nedc. The 
teunicataon between Boston and Chat lestouoi was 
then nuuntaihed by a ferry« A doping eminenoe 
in Boston, ati&e point where it aj^oaehes neaiest 
to Ghaxlestown, is called Gopp's Hiilt and wm 
used as a buriatplace. Thiddy studded widt 
graTes dien, as now, there was planted te battery 
whence came the missiles for the burning of 
Oharlestown. Breed's Hill is thus the part (tf 
the peninsula which approaches nearest to Bostoa, 
being less than a mile north of GoppVr HilL 
Bunker's Hill lies a few rods north of a line 
drawn westward hom Breed's Hill. The relatrre 
features of the two summits, the hi^^Mst points, of 
which are one hundred and thirty rods apart, haTe 
not been as yet essentially changed. Bunker's 
Hill, the superior eleTatkm of which has taken the' 
fame from the summit where the real action was 
fought — arises to the height of <me hundred and 
twelve feet Breed's Hill, which bears the monu* 
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JnanVlUoiigh it has been robbei of ifts fime, j 
io . the height of; about 8utty<-two feet. North fmd 
eitftward of the two summils the land elopMi with 
6ec»aioiiaLicregttlimtiest down to the Mystic shore. 
A piwt;of.]ai)dibeari«igea8t irom Breed's HiB» 
and eMlm^^ towards the Jbay, is caUed.MortOA% 
Foiat, and was at the time.of the battle erowned 
with an elevation, called Morton's Hill, TUi 
little sommiti which was abbut thirty-five liset im 
kei^ty and was the place whete the first detaeh* 
OMBt of the efnemy landed and formed &r the Bt* 
tttokt haa been, nearly removed. Between Biead^s 
i£il and M«Hdxm'a Hill« miach of the gtoond Imts 
ahnigfay« and lOpcnpied . by. eeveral brick)JkitM 
Breed's HSl^was then chiefly used by honfle* 
hoUeia in Charlestown &r pas^af e, and was 
i&teiMoted by some fences. Toward Moxtoo'i 
iEVwdt some paitches of ground were» oni theday ef 
the battle^ covered with tall waving grass, lipe 
&ii the scythe,. while farther back, on the margin 
td .&e Mystic, at. the base of the two principal 
anmmita^ wegce £ne crops of hay^ just mown. Tho 
fences^ and tall unmown grass, lii^ieh wer^ of 
great advmlage to the Americans in their ata^Soi^ 
ary defisnoes, virero grievous impedimeilts and 
annoyances io &e British in their advance. The 
edifices of. the town wese gathered around the 
pNsent sqnaro, and extended along the main 
■tteet to the nedii Two roads united at th^ neck, 
the m» Idadiiig oirer Winter Hill to Medfovd^ the 
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otiier ^ Ccuidbtiige, the ktles being kw and 
Attpsl^y) and exposed to missiles from Boston^ and 
66m dapping in tke riven 
"■ilifriie order which Preseott received designated 
Bunker's Hill as the position to be taken^and m 
the account of the battle afterwards pfopared by 
the Massachusetts Congress it is said that Breed's 
HSI was fortified by mistake. Here undoubtedly 
we must begin to make allowances for that confu* 
sion which mailed die proceedings of that event*, 
ful day, and which originated in the necessary 
haste with which all the measures were concerted 
aad executed. The forcible occupation of the 
kmghts of Charlestown was dssigned on a sudden 
emergency, for the purpose of ibrestalling a cox^ 
eerted j^n of the enaaiy then confined in Boston. 
It would be in vain for us, therefore* to undeitake 
to season upon the supposition of any move defi» 
fiite ^ect than this, of taking the start of the 
enemy. Wkh the scanty ammuaition and artil« 
lety of the Americans, and the few measured 
i^urs of operation in whkh they m^ffat ^qpect to 
woric undiscovered, a f<M:tification of Bunker's 
^Hill, so &r Ircon Boston, would scarcely have 
effected their purpose, as it would not have pre* 
vented the landing of the British from boats, and 
the occupation by them of Breed's Hill, if this 
latter summit had been left wholly undefended. 
For all purposes of restraining and annoying the 
«iiemy in Boston, Breed's Hill ofiered supericnr 
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iMlimii«ages. The Americans lutvv nmettebmi. 
to tkeir -weika in diis town as a specimen of the 
manner in ivhich they laid their pkins. Doichea- 
tef Heights tipon the other side, at the sight of 
which, idien day broke, the erumy thought it wiee 
to take to dheir $hips, would be rather selected by 
ni^ for sueh a specimen. 

The detachment from Cambridge, on the night 
of ^e 1^ of June, when it had reaehed this side 
of the neek was for a time undecided as to the 
position io be taken. The moments, howevef , 
were Coo precious for deliberation, though many 
were speot upon it. It was only after repeated 
axid urgent warnings from the engineer that kager 
4elay would nullify all their labors, that the woiIcb 
were commenced upon Breed's Hill, when the 
clocks had announced the midnight hour. The 
highest part of the summit was selected, and 
diitheir the simple intrenching toole, gathered on 
the spur of the moment, were speedily carried. 

The intrenchments consisted of a redoubt and a 
breastwork, formed entirely of ^e earth heaped 
by the spade. Tlie redoubt, of which the -monu- 
ment now occupies the centre, was eight rocfe 
square ; the souUiem side, running parallel wi& 
the main street, was constructed with one pro- 
jecting and two entering angles. On a line with 
the eastern side, which faced the present nnvy- 
ysrd, was the breastwork, extending from the re- 
doubt nearly four hunire^ feet upon the brew ard 
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4lown the ^pe of the hill towards the JCjr^tk; 
the sally poet opened upon the mtervftl bWeen 
the ledouht and the breastwork. Tim intei val, 
that is, the space between the beginning; o€ the 
breastwork and the corner of the red<Mibt, was 
de&nded by a blind, but the sally port, the outlet 
on the northern face of the redottbt^ was not pro^ 
tected, either within or outside. Probably the 
Intention was to have extended the br^istwork 
down the whole length of the hill, had tjane per- 
.mitted; but, instead of wondering at the,Jik£oiqL- 
pleteness of the works, we are ri^ther in^es^ 
with amazement at the results which* were brought 
about in four hours of toil. Colonel GudVy 
planned the works, which exhibited an equid 
rmeasure of military science and of Yankee Jn^- 
nujlty. No vestige of the redoubt now remains, it 
having been entirely obliterated in the process of 
laying the foundation of the monument. A small 
portion of the breastwork is distinctly visible, as 
fcausing a slight protuberance in the soil which 
has never been ploughed. The intrenchments 
which we now ^ee lying a few rods west of the 
monument, are remains of the fortifications made 
'by the British army, which was in possession of 
the ground for nine months after the battle. 
Their fortifications upon both summits, which 
occupied several weeks in their construction, have 
often been carelessly taken by superficial ohservefs 
for the American works raised in four hours of 
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ifarimess. Gommg generations will regret, as 
maxity of die present generation do, that the hattle* 
ground has been so disfigured and marred by the 
sale of all bdt a small portion of the hiil» for house 
lots. Still, the natural features of the peninsula 
are such that they can never be obliterated to an 
eitent which will deny to a visiter some conception 
of ike fdarful scene which has made ihe ground 
ieLmoiis. The erection of the Belgic mound on 
the fieM of Waterloo, causing the removid of a 
i^dge of earth, has done as much injuty there, as 
&e sate of house lots here. 

Though the hands which spaded the butwaiks 
of eardi upon Breed's Hill on the night Of Friday, 
«hme l^th, were used to daily toil, and brought to 
t&eir unwoiited midnight task the most tinflineh- 
iBg^ courage and determination, it was s^ a work 
of dreadful anxiety. Besides the battery on. 
€K^'s Hill, there Was another in close proximity 
to GharkMown and to the road from Cambridge,, 
erected on Bartonls Point, at the foot of L^verett 
st r ee t y' m Boston. It was a bright star*Iig^t night 
of midsutmier, when the long hours of day 
afano$t deny an interval to the darkness, and we 
tfxpeci each momcint after twilight in the west to 
behold the grey of morning in the east. Probab}y 
faaddifrdt^ance to Boston across the water beea 
o6e rod less,' the midiiight laborers would have 
been discoirered. Cooper, in his admirable tale 
of Lionel Lincoln, which is remarkably feithfixl 
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to history in most of its details, has repress^ited 
the sounds of the work as audible, at least as 
occasional and smothered tokens of some secret 
enterprise, to the ^ard on Copp's Hifl» It may 
have been^so, but no proof of it appears. A guard 
oras stationed on the Charlestovm shote nearest 
to Boston, to anticipate any movement of the 
enemy, Prescott himself went there in company 
with our late Governor Brooks^ dien a major in 
Bridge's regiment, and heard from the enemy's 
sentries, when relieving guard, the cry, " All 'i 
well." He returned to his works upon the hill, 
and afler another interval, thinking it impossible 
that the enemy could be so dull of hearing, he 
went down to the shore again^ and findftig a& 
secure, he recalled the guards as their hands 
were needed even more than their ears* The 
moments may have passed rapidly, yet they 
must have left space for thought ; and then'those 
earnest patriots, knowing full well to what a ser- 
vice the light of day would introduce them, 
could not but call before their minds, their homes, 
tl^ir wives and children, and striking the baianee 
between their private joys and tkeir public rights, 
resolve that they must fight. The rescdve most 
have been deeply formed, for it was obeUsibed 
aikd acted upon through a day of horcdrr^hieh 
dtey coiild not have antic^ated. The mddni^t 
Work went (m, and diose burdened momenti 
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iMwred the ve^uits of k«if yetrs of libel^jr cffid 
j^imperity to a Bfttion. 

There was a scene fbr the imagination to pic- 
liwe. Byen Uie narrow i^ace occupied by the 
Hret^s bed was wider than the distance between 
tiMde midnight laboreirs and their enemies. Five 
«fmed vessels then Seated in the sdream, and the 
Boston shore was guarded by a belt of seatin«ls. 
The Glasgow frigate, with twenty guns and one 
llftKidied and durty men, lay on the line of th^ 
fm^id Cube's Point Bridge, and conxmtitidied 
fli# neek of land by which the peHinMAa of 
GhartiBWwn is anited to Cambridge ; the Soknelr- 
M%t with sistty^ight guns, and five hundrod and 
"Mh^nty men, lying near the draw of tho ptes^ 
i^ Oharlestownr Bridge, commanded Charlestown 
fKfttare and its dweBing4iouse8 ; the Lively, 
intk twenty guns, and one hundred and diirty 
ttien, lying off the present navy*ya)fd, cotdd 
dtiPOW its shot directly upon the redonbt i the 
Fiik<m, sloop of vmr, lying off Morton's Point, 
tfdfended the ascent between the hndtng phtces 
4( Ate Biitish and Breeds Hill ; and ^ Cl&^ 
b^tiO) of thirty-stx guns, maintained a continual 
fird duffnjg the action. These vessels Wer^ most 
yhrisstBgeoulsly 6iinated far the purposes of dte 
^immff and it ee«med ahnodt impossdde that the 
a^itries could have been w^efnl at Hi^it j^tlr. 
ml not have i^v^ri^efa^ oi suspectM the opera- 
Iktti cf Iho Mai EHMm 'Mto^nn in UMin, 6t 
4 
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woiKlerfttl caution and unbroken hannony amonf 
the provincials, must have secured the unbrokea 
repose of those midnight hours. 

The brief interval of darkness after the laboffs 
of intrenching had commenced, at last gave place 
to the grey of early morning. On that moment^ ' 
when the sun sent forth the first heralds of his 
coming, seems to have been suspended the inter- 
ests of nations. Then was the moment for peace 
to insinuate her mild influences, before brutal 
passions had been kindled at the roar of catt* 
non and the flow of blood. If true patriotism, if 
wise policy, if the love which Christian people, of 
the same lineage, should bear to each other, had 
been allowed its full free influence over the par- 
ties in the approaching struggle, how much agony 
and wo, and fruitless wretchedness, might have 
boon averted. Even then it was not too late for 
justice to have ensured peace. Even then a 
vessel was on her way to the mother country* 
bearing yet another earnest petition &om her in- 
jured cdonists, for a redress of grievances ; but 
the same ocean which was transmitting her fruit- 
less message, was already crowded with a hostile 
fleet coming hither with the instruments of death ; 
and on the very day of the battle, and upon th9 
eve before, reinforcements of foreign troops had 
entered the harb(»r. 

The Uood shed at Ccmcoid and LezingtoOf 
with the long list of antecedent oatngea, miglMt 
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hftve been fotgiven by our fitters. They had 
not been the aggressors ; they aeted only on the 
defensive ; they struck a blow only to ward off a 
Mow. There is no evidence that the he%hts of 
Ohaxtestown were occupied for any other purpose 
than that of defence, to confine the enemy within 
their narrow quarters, and to prevent any more 
hostile incursions into the country. When the 
morning sun displayed to the astonished invaders 
the character of the last night's labor, and showed 
them the W(»rkmen still employed, with undis- 
mayed hearts and untired hands, it was not even 
then too late for peace. Gage an4 his officers, «t 
least, if their hired subordinates did not, should 
have honored, though they might not have feared 
that patriot band; should have respected the 
spirit which controlled them, and should have 
counted the cost of the bloody issue. But not 
one moment, not one word, perhaps not one 
thought, was spent upon intercession or warning. 

The instant that the first beams of light mark- < 
ed distinctly the outlines of the Americans, and 
of their intrenchments upon the hill, the cannon * 
of the Lively, which fioated nearest, opened a hot 
fire upon them, at the same time arousing the 
sleepers in Boston, to come forth as spectators or 
actors in the cruel tragedy. The other armed 
vessels, some floating batteries, and the battery 
on Coj^'s Hill, combined to pour forth their 
ToBeys, uttering a startling and dismal note of 

Digitized by Google 



frnp^nJioti foj the day's conflict. Bat tha WQc)p» 
thoagh npt comfde^ were in a stalje of 9u^ 
Ibrwardaess tbt^t the missiles of destractioA 
fell hafmlessi a^d the mtrencher$ continued !« 
strengthen their position. The enein^ in Bostoii 
could scarcely credit their eyesight. FrescoUf 
' the hero of the dayi w^th whom its proudest &mei 
should rejst, was undaunted, ardent, and fiiU of 
heroic enei:gy* He planned and directed*, he 
encouraged the men, he mounted the works, and 
widi his bald head uncorered, and hia coimna&d* 
ing frame, he was a noble personification of a 
patriot cause. Some of the men uEuautiotts^ 
ventiured m front of the works, when one of them 
was instantly killed' ly a cannon shot. This 
inst yietim was buried in the ditch, and h^ con* 
panionB were fearfully warned of the &talities 
wshich the day would bring yet nearer to them. 

When the orders had been ib^ued at Caia* 
bridge, the night before, to those who had thns 
complied with them, refreshments and reinfoTce* 
ments had been promised in the mornnag^ Thu^ 
some of the men might have thought they had 
fulfilled their part of the work, and were entitled 
to relief, or were at liberty to depart. Some fi^w, 
when the first victim fell, left the hill, and did 
not vetum. Tho$e who remained were exhausted 
^th their toil, and without food or water, and 
Ae morning was already intense^ hot The 
<^c«r8, S3rmpiiAdzuig with their situation. 91^ 
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«dBbrings, requested Prescott to send to Oaan- 
bridge for relief. He summoned a eouneil of 
war, but was resolute against the petition, saying 
that ihe enemy would not venture an attack, aad 
if they did venture, would be defeated ; that the 
men who had raised the works were beet able to 
de£^d them, aiul deserved the honor of the vio-' 
tory; that they had already learned to despise 
the fire of the enemy. The vehemence of, Fres* 
cott infused new spirit inU> the m^i, and they 
reselved to stand die dread issue. Prescott or- 
dered a guard to the ferry to prevent a landing 
di^e. He was seen by Gage, who was recon- 
noitring from Copp's Hill, and who inquired 
of CounseUor Willard, by . his side, <^ Who is 
that (^cer commanding ? " Willard recognised 
his hroth^-in-law, and named Colonel Prescott 
''Will he fight?'' a^ed Gage. The answ^ 
was, '* Yes, sii;, depend upon it, to the last drop 
of blood in him ; but I cannot ai&swer for hfar 
Bien*" Yet Prescott coidd answer for his men, 
and tiiat amounted to the same thing. 

The measures of the enemy were u&doubtedly 
delayed by sheer amaz^nent and surprise, on 
fiadmg that the intrepidity of the provincials had 
antkipated them in an enterprise upon which 
th«y bad deliberately decided. In the council 
of war called by Gage, all were unanim^ms diat 
the enemy must be dislodged, but there was a 
difimoee of opimon as to the manner of ettu^dog 
4* 
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CUntcm.aiid GimM* m advising ^t Ui€t BcitJsK. 
troQpe: abottld. be ^oibm^ed t^i the bottom of: th«. 
Gbnttxum, in boatf) and) uodec d^ pvotectioa, o£ 
the: sluips and floating bMiteries;,. ej^dttld. land at 
Gfaadestofwni and xkm bold the j^ofvincials {^a4 
tbeir uotrenf bnumts alt their mercy. But General 
Oi^ orreirufed the advice, and determined upon 
laading and: making an attack in fronit oi tho 
vfmkBi Jearing that his troop6> if larided at , tba . 
Nook, would be nunously' surrounded 1^ thoinr 
tipridttars and the whole army at Cambridg^^ 

Mmnwhile, General Ward, though i«^atj»dl|r! 
saKoited by General Patnam. who had b^en att. 
tlw gtound by night, or esurly in the mofningi.- 
and by nra^sengers sent from Pre$poit„h€)sitat9di 
atamt wieakening the str^gth of tbe xmm aianf i 
by sending reinforcements to the He^jfbts^ {^ as 
ii»r enamy hai not yet landed, h^ had go^A 
irsaaomto faax that they might divide tbair J<xroes» 
aofb wUk ongc^g with, the intvanohersi effeol «i. 
landing at soma olher spot, and proaa^ ta WM^sn 
tovm OE Gambridge, where ihe^ scanty stfffat: of 
tha pnyvinoiais wier&dt^osifecdfc: 

By nuM.o^Ipck^ die preparationiS in. Boston^ 
heard and saen fay Frascottoa.the hlll,.iii&rmed. 
him of) tl)e determination of tha British, to altaok* 
Ho dmafiure gare. npim grat o]^0A,.that;Ufte]r,, 
inR>iild.nQtidare to resbt hiin> imd oomfoytad himi. 
a«)f} and his men. wM the promtsa of cortai»» andf. 
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fi wlottfl yidoi^ iie sekit Major Bnn^ to-(Bea^ 
esai Ward, to utge Hk neeamtj; of his boi^ 
temtovteiu Brocte; beiiig obliged to proceed on 
&oe; as Ciq[rtaiii Qridiey would »Bot liiA. (me of 
hra aidKefy horses to pass the Neck, which was 
swept' by the Glasgow frigate, arrived about ten 
o^diode at head-quarters, Where the Comnuttee 
of Safe^ .were then in session, ftrooks's ur* 
gency, seconded by the sdikitations of Richard 
Deyens, a member of the CommiUee, and a dtizea 
c^ Gharlfstown, ssdnced (Jeneial Ward to order 
tlmt Gekoelfl Beed and Staric, then at Medlordt 
sluwU ishidpce Preecott with the New ihiBp* 
•Use troops. The cempenies at Ohelsea were 
dien irecaMedr and the c»rier r^icbed Me«Ksfrd ai 
eleren o'clock. The men were as speedily as 
possible i»r^cted: widi ammnnitiony though much 
ttin& was comumed in the prepantioa. E«sfa 
man: received two > flints, a gill of powder, and 
flilecntbalhu They were without eartridge4isgw8) 
a^ used powdeff^oros and pouohci^ or their 
pockets^ as snbstiliites^ and in making up their 
eaartridges, 4hey wece obliged to beat and shape 
their balk aoooordiiig to. the diieient calibre of 
thsit gnns. 

Dr. Joseph Wairen» one of the most distm- 
goishad and seM^saiaoficing of ^e many psitriots 
e( the time, had not yet ti^en the commission 
ndiich was granted to hkn on the IMi of June* 
He had twice maia^ahied the cause cf Mbet«f 
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m -the yery teeA of British officersi on Sim 
aw^ufil cx)mmemovadon o£ the &tk of Maieh* 
When the report of the eoming action reached 
him ajt Wat^rtown, where he. then was, as acting 
Presi^tent of the Frovmcial Ccmgress and Ghair* 
man of the Committee of Safety, though sufimng 
from iUness imd exhaustion, he resolved to join 
in the strife. Wholly inexperiemsed as he was 
in juilitary tactics, h^ d^enniQation could not 
be shaken by the earnest remonstmnces of his 
friendsw His presence and counsel were needed 
in the Committee, but he pers^ed in his resofare, 
and we must lament, as all his conjtempoiaries 
lamented, that his heroism outran his prudencei 
and would mH be contrdied by duty in anotkef 
dkeetton. 

The hostile arrangmaents of die Bi^sh being 
cbiifCluded, the doToted band npon the slightly 
£^fied hill soon saw the result. At noon, 
twMdty-eig^t baig^, formed in two paialteliines, 
left the end of Long Wharf, and made for Moi> 
Ion's Point, the most feasiUe landing*plaice. The 
barges w^e crowded with Britkh troops of the 
5th, 38th, 43d, and 52d . battahons of infiemtry 
two companies of grenadiers, and ten ci hght 
in&ntry. These troops were aU^ s{>lendidly ap- 
pointed, with glittering firebeks and bayonets, 
but sadly encumbered, for the hot woik before 
them and the hot &aak ahoreihem, by thrir arms 
and amaaunition , and k would seem by the 
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flMemsiiI'Df' tbrir osva hktoiiMii Stodbmn, tbat 
lln|r'tcaiiied' a kuacbid paaadb ^f ftifvkaoa, 
itwibd to last fer tluve daiyOk Their FOgalar 
anA nnifinnDa appeaiaact, wkh «k pieces of ord- 
tsffieetkiismg in Uie bowt of llie leadrngbeorges, 
pcesemed an impoBing and daraMHig iq^eetacle to 
cvoB JWf soldiery^ A part of tke regfefhre diat had 
lately arrived/ had been retained on board of the 
tiwMpoitSy en acoeont ef the crowded state of 
Beetoiw A p«Pt ot these wete^ kmded for ^ first 
lana «t Charieelown, and thus tte first spot of 
Jbnafioan ssd upon which many of them trod, 
leocmK'«»dMm^a gaai^e. Tke officers w^eo all 
JM» of* ei^pedenoe and Takr ; (Generals Howe 
«Bd Figot, Odienels Nesbit, Abercrombie, and 
ClBike> BIqors Buder, WilUams, Bruce, Spend* 
lis«i'flHielt^ Ifil^dl, Pkealtn, Short, Small, and 
bo9i Sawdon, were the most distinguished. 
GaptaffiS' Addison^ related to the author of the 
f^ 8p t ctato r,y had arrived in Boston on tihe day 
kttfoie ihe battle^ and had then accepted an invi- 
iitiGCt t» dine with General Bui^oyne on the 
IVdhi wken a far cKfibrent experience awaited 
himt iop he was numbered among the skin. 

'ThoB detaohment landed at Morton's Fbint 
ei)out one o^lock, defended by the shipping, and 
w h oMj f unmolested. They soon discovered an 
tqgpreg^s and provokiifig act of carelessness on 
dMi part of ^eir master of ordnance, in send* 
^ ever cannon-balls too large for their pieces; 
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They wear e imioAdiately Mtamed to Boston, mai, 
were oot replaced in seaaon for the fbst melHm. 
At the same time» Geneval Howe, the oommMMfer 
of the detachment, requested of. Geneisi Qtige a 
reinforcement, which he thought to be necesaary 
the moment that he had a fair view of tl^ ele- 
vated and fonnidable position of the proTincuils, 
as seen from the Point. 

While these messages wesse passing, mmm of 
the British troops, stretched at their ease xqm 
the grass, eat in peace their last osteal, lefioeshiag 
their thirst from large tubs of drinkr-^ taiM- 
lizing sight to the provincials. Aboot two o'olook 
the reinforcement landed at Madlin's ship-yard, 
now the nayy-yard. It conidsted of the 47di h«t* 
talion of infantry, a batt^on of marines,and some 
more companies of grenadiers and light iaiuitry. 
The whole number of British troop» vfho engaged 
in the course of the action did not &U abort of, 
and probably exceeded, 4^000. In. ccmnection 
with this force, which hx surpasaed that of the 
provincials in numjbers, and was immeasumMy 
superior to them in discipline and military i^point* 
ments, we are to consider the marines in the ships, 
which completely cannonaded three sides of the 
hill, and the six-gun battery on Cop^i's Hill, as 
engaging in the unequal contest. Contrastiftg 
a Biitish regular with a provincial soldier, wa 
are accustomed to ascribe immense advantagas 
of discipline to the former. Yet we are to lar 
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Mfisfh^ dmt wa 6y(sxffomefmg superiofkjr ^ 
cbacftcte; and of caine was on die side of tSme 
h^r» If we coklM have fcillowed a Tecroitiiig 
s^gefokt of Great Bntain at that time, as he 
hunted out from diam-shops and the haunts of 
idleness and vice, the kw and vulgar inebriate, 
the lawless «nd diss<dute spendthrift, seeing how 
weM the sergeant knew where to look for his 
cecaroito) we should know how much discipline 
copld do for th^na, and how much it must leave 
iied<me. The provincials were not acquainted 
with die forms and terms* of military tactics ; hut 
,tli#y knew die difiference between half-cock and 
,doKUe-eook, ai»l the more they hated the vermih 
wlmb tbey had been used to hunt with their 
ioi^tliiig-pieoes, &e straighter did the bullet speed 
Snmlke musde. But their superiority consisted 
lA "the kind of pay which they were to receive, 
Qpt JBi pcHHids sad shillings, but in a free land, a 
happy home, and rulers of their own choice. 

. "^A^le the British tro<^ were forming their 
Ims^ a flight work was constructed by the 
C!9»fteGticut trm>p6, sent ^m the redoubt, under 
Captain Knewhen, which proved of essential 
service to the provincieis. A rail fence, under 
a sHudl part of which a stone wall was piled to 
tlie bdlght of about two feet, ran from the road 
which crossed the tongue of land between the 
laSki to dM bank of the Mjratic, with a few i^jde 
1 0a eaeh side of it. The provtnoiak puHed 
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ttp sotite «d»f f€Bcc« ttCBT by, sad set tkeni &» a 
Utie pcdnaliel witk th», fillmg tke epftcd between 
with ^ frefih mown liay aioond the gnmnd. 
The length of this slight defence was about 760 
feet. It was about 600 feet in rear of the le- 
doubt and bieastworic, and had it been on a Mne 
with them, wouM have left a space of about 
100 feet b^ween the ends of the eatthen and the 
weoden defences. Thus there was an opening 
^ abe«it 700 feet on the slofie of the hill between 
Ihs intrenchments and the Tail fence, which ^ 
yvovinciah had not time to secure. Part ef tfafe 
iatertening space ^n, as now, was sl(mghy, and 
as there ly^re no means of defen^ng it saiFe^a 
fy» scaauttered tirees, the troops bdtind llie bveast- 
wwrk were ei^sed to a gaiMng &e from 1^ ene- 
tmy, on their thkd attaek, which finally Iffonght 
i^ut the unfe^romhle issae ef the i^ttife. ^h& 
six pifeoer of firitkh artillery were sMetioned M 
first upeti Morten's liML 

AH tiliese preparatiens, visible as ih^y were to 
dmusaads %ipon ^e neigkbcaii!^ hiUrtops, steepiee 
aikd house^roofs, were watched with the intnanst 
anxiety. Undxmbtedly, lite common persuas«m 
and fear was, that Gei»!ml Gage would himstf 
lead a porticHij if not the whole of the residue of 
Ids army, upmi an attach at some oth^ point in 
die 8rai»*circle. Rtacbory Was heavily eannon- 
adedi te retain tiie fero^ there from proceedhig 
U €hiuiait(»wn. A schooner, with SM or €•• 
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'mMf was ikiflB^nl to the €ainlxiidgse since, tet 
%mii Btad iHe- Tprmod laufvromUe. Jii ies^ of 
iboBe xMKviemeKts, ^eot cautkn noift advisal)le in 
'sendiflig leanlifoemeDits upon the kSl. Captain 
CftUender was ordeifid lliefe wi^ kis artitiery. 
^SttTiib^s, Pattearsonls, and Dodittk's vegiments 
were statHmoi at difl fe r eM points iieitween Ohaxks- 
> ionm Neck and OamlgddgBe. Thia Node, diongli 
i B Bq a apndy passed hy ear offioers and iaoopB in 
OiBglB ^e, vma £eiur£a%- haosisdcnis dnriBg liie 
whole day, as it was raked by a sfire foi rooftd, 
fair -jmd jdiauialiot, ftom Jthe <€[4«8gtxwy«ad horn 
ttVDtaniidd.gmidakB Aear the shore. I'T^e mn- 
Mwittitti nli sBomd fiinL Medford hefbam ^ eii^ 
fftgmhent, >tksBi9k iQnnend iStaik liad led diem 
niry oAodsiaELtdy, sB8ieti^>^bitt>^iotte 'fredi nan 
-niMlmMle is ^rorth mt &ta§tted lonesi^ ijbeasnd 
fattiaiQt estopped (& ipazt fctf -desn^lo uaite iwtth^ 
ehtttdinffiBt tfrcnn tiiie vedoubt in '>tttt^npti|igf. to 
tfoKiff Bunker^ Hai, ^hickwas ef <^eat oon- 
eiqaeiice to )the prorrincaak in oase of a repeat. 
^Stdek, cwi^' oaths and leiieonviKgemenfts, led tm "die 
imaainder tto tine raM lenee. 

it'jsoon beeanre « matter of impoftanoe to the 
^MsvtnciiQs >to soekeche «Umo»t posi^ble iietp from 
(dusir aartiUery, tbot itaxnotnifted to Tery UtliQ. A 
^Wianefieotualishot \had been fired ^m (Qridtey^ 
fieoeB/hi'tke redoubt, a^inst 'Oopp's Mi^ »nd>^ 
niipimg^ when Ihe pieces were ^removed^aafl 
fhrni ^ with '€«p«am CsAioader at Ike Mipaee 
6 

Digitized by Google 



m BATTLE OF BUNIBR HI&L. 

between the fence and the breastwork. Ken 
they would have been of some sendee in deimd- 
jng our weakest and most exposed point But 
the oflicers and the companies who had dsem in 
charge, were wholly ignorant of tiicir manage*- 
ment ; and» on liie plea of having unsuital^ car- 
tridges, Callender was drawing his gmm off to 
prepare ammunition, when Putnam urged him 
to retuni. The pieces were fired a few timfea, 
and soon afWwards were moved by Ci^ptftin 
Ford to the rail fence. "^ 

O^netal Pomeroy, at Cambridge, old as he 
was, was moved like the wu^-horse at ^ smeA 
of the batde. He begged a horse oi Qem ei at 
Ward that he mi^ht ride to Chariestown, bat oa 
reaching the nedc, and observing the hot &e 
Vf^eh raked it, he was afraid to risk the binrovf- 
ed animal. €Kving him then in chaige to a 
sentry, he walked on to the rail fenee, wheie 
^his well-known fbnn and coantenance cdled forth 
enthusiastic shouts. Cokmel Little came up with 
his regiment, and ihe men were stsEtioned Bhmg 
the line, from the rail fence on the lef^ i6 a carl- 
way. There were also rduEilbreements, o£ about 
300 troops each, from ft^wer's, Nixoii's, Wood- 
bridge's, and Doolittle's regimests, d^achmimls 
of which were stationed akmg the main street in 
Chadeetown. Colonel Scammans, who was de- 
piived of his sense cmd his courage, either by 
OQirfusi<» or fear, hfuL been <»deted by Qeoand 
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Wud ta go wb^e the %h^ was. Ha w«itf 
ta Lechmete's Point, uadeifttaadiBg, as he tmi$ 
that the ^amKy were landing Hmre. He was 
adyised to go to theHilL He chose to under- 
^aad the neavest hiU, and so he posted himself 
upon CohUe Hill, where the Insaae Hospital 
now stands, and oc^^upjed that aseless position, 
GeaeBal Warren arriYed just before the action* 
Putaain endeavosed to dismade him fr<»n entcar- 
ii9g it, and ^n re^onupokended to him a safe 
place,, and offered to receive his ordei^s. But 
Waicen coi;ild npt be thus wrou^ ui^oUj* He 
said he came only as a y«lunlieer) and, instead of 
^seekii^ a place of s^ety, widai^ to know whe^ 
the onset would be most furif us* Fulnom poinl- 
ed to the redoubt as tl^ pkce of danger and 
in^^^rtanc^ Fcescott theie offejEsd to receive 
Warren's orders, bi|t he again said he was hapf^ 
to s^ve as a volunteer* 

The tune of Yankee Doodle^ which afforded 
the Briti^ so n»ieh sport as rjjdiculing the ^o- 
-vinciak, was the tune by which pur fath^» were 
led ctn to that contest. Let their example com- 
mend to us this only way of depriving ridicule 
of its sting; for there is nothing which it so 
much annoys men to spend in vain as their scorn. 

Before the engagement com me nced, Captain 
Walker, of Chelmsford, led a band of about fifi^ 
x^soluts men down into Charlestovm to ann<^ 
the enemy's left flank. They did great execution, 
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mkiheti alMiidotfiid ifeif dafif^fWHi potitiin^ lb 
tMLCh the ti^ 'fiai^ ujPdti Sfi^o t^f^i^. Itete 

dM' d^in w«s wotitided' ttiid HsImis pf&oliiii 
H« di^d df Iris wasLtid&m Boston jali 

TI16 Bii^kih, in theif attack, aimed at) \m^ 
distinct obj^dots : first, to f<*rce and <»Ti?y^B 1^ 
doubt; second, to tttrn the left flamkof 0^ troops^ 
add thus to cut of their retreat. To accomplish 
tiie former) Oei^eral Figot, who cotftfaandei iSm 
Bt^ish left v^g, dispkyed ut^f ctpftr -of ^e 
eaetem filope df the MU, and advanced c^^skislt 
^e rediitul^ and bt^stwork. Oen^Md Ht^we hsd 
Ale-^giit wing, ^Mch «^^iieed a^oh^ ^e shoi^ 
, of the Mfsiit to the rail fence, llier att^ty 
pwpared thfe way forthe infantry, and ft wibus at 
A^ Mmeihat the mistake tff the otersized'bdb 
W^ a great grievance to the eneftiy, as^they had 
\m k few rounds of proper shot. 

It was of vital necessity l^ttr^ery chttrg<& trf 
powder arid ball spent by ^e Americans, should 
takieefiect Th^re was none^fbr "t^rasfe. Tlie 
dfficers commanded thehr men to witMidd tfeefir 
ire tin the enemy were wl^il eight rod», and 
tviien llhey could feee the whites of their fe3res, lb 
aim at theit Waistbands ; alst) to ^ aim at liie hand- 
some coats, and pick dff tfce commanders.'* As 
^he British left wing came whhin gun-sfe6t, the , 
men in the redoubt could scarcely testtafti tlhfefir 
ite, and a few discharged their pieces. Pfescott, 
indignant at this disobedience, to^ed fttstamt 
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ituJk to mj oBe who shoold mpBtiX it, ani pran* 
mdy by the emifickiice wU^ tliey feposed in 
himi to gire the oommand at ^ proper nMment 
His Lieutemnt Golmiel, fiobmaoii, nn rotmd tke 
top of the works and knocked up the moricets* 
When the i^ace between the assaihu^.and the 
rwlonbt was narrowed to the a{^[Kmited span, tlra 
wind was i^ken at the mcmieBt; the deadly 
fladies bmst forth, and the gre^n grass was 
ajmsoned wi& the lile4>k>od of hundreds. The 
£KBit wwoSf. was neaiiy olAiteraked, m were ha 
aneceasiire sobstkntes, as the Amearieans w^e 
wril proteeted, and were delibenUe in their, aim. 
The enemy fell 'ISce the tall grass whieh' grew 
aibnnd b^ne thev praetised sweep of the mowwr. 
Chneral Pigot wae^ obbged to givte ihe weid for a 
lelr^at Seme of the woitndad were seen cnmi* 
iag irith the Jast eiAffgies of life^ firem A» gory 
heap of die dymg and the died, amcn^ whom 
the officers, by their ]^oportaon, fiur otttnunibeied 
the ^private severs. As the wind ndied away 
the enffiieilting sracdce, toA the Meets of the aitii» 
lesy and tl»« mndcetxy for a mom^it ceased, the 
awfel spectacle, the agoninng yells and (EAorieks 
of the mi&rers, were distracting and jnereing. 
Hrayers and groam, fool, nitons oatth^, and fond 
iiKTQcations of the loved and the dear, were min- 
liki into sounds which ftcaieely seined of hnmaa 
ntlerance, by the rapturous i^ont td -rictory whk^ 
niagrfrom the redoubt. Tke earth has iM>t e 
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•I JiflTLKt 

tifjI^iA aoutidr mfife Hh a Aliii ii g , in tti pasfiibti ifr 
H» 1r«^ aMm n faattk^fiM. Ths fiiUed pit beatedi 
tb^ Qtrlli thmi •opens firiMaita b^wels^ wad <toT«fli 
ita {fit furltce mth th^ flain^s and yels td 

Wbik 6ixih was the tempataBy aapedt of tlie 
geld near ^ redoubt, General Hawe, wkk te 
ri^ wia|^ made for the rati fmee, wfaeae Fttt» 
nafl», asaieted hj CaptahL Fotd'a cttaqpinj^ htA 
p0d|Eied tbe drtilkry wkh euttets. Heie, as stifaa 
' yadouiUt same of the prorinciala weii ttmflBd 
la disduage their mudsets whtb "te admanoiHf 
fmAmy ^ere deatroyldg a hhta tMsb arotad 
ikm ptfcth. Putnad^ with an dftth^ thnoeBlMieA *tt 
c«l down with im aw^ the next ofieiid^. ' Xfaa 
ward wata gilfea when tbe eneniy wete wkUl 
ei|^ rada* The aitiUery had ahreadjr mada « 
IfOte th#au|9h the eolnnmi and ih)W the ibwtiiigi 
piwrtM m a w ed iaiMn dieikr viclims^espteiaUyilM 
#ffiMl»k With Ibaifol eekrity. The nwailaaii 
wmm^ MOptlhi jk> MreAt, leaving beidiid iharii 
iM^'Of the ftlkn» vlhle aome of the flying atnli 
htfnUed la thck baatSK Theiar ^mrtilleryihid elq^ 
p#d in ftie dttngh 'aonoi^ thd bariobjdhs,! and 
oenld,4o but Utdt* Tlie aegnlais did nol ttalile 
iWN «nd< dHHT 9lw«.9aas^ hii^ oreir die keaA 
oC the«<Ainenoinak (Bbe itnoes arotad weroa^* 
iNmwHb otMOPved 'Ivddk thiir trmlks nnnsothe^^ 
irttSe/ Ibair hteicbaii nwe riddled tfaroai^ n^ 
tbmiigh^ The paaii^hate Aalit of idctDxyaydi 
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ilBMf tkrottgii Ihb iAasoeerioan fine*, «Bd ttroH^tlra 

Now it was that mtt troops liid our <m«Be sti^ 
Ined hom the wwnt of diseipUnef and hmtk dtt 
ennfoBion apparent in the whole managemeiit of 
Ae aetioS) originating in the hasty and u apei fec t 
piepaiation, and in their ignorance of tha par- 
poses ^ the enemy. The Neck of land plouglrad 
hf the ei^fines of death, ai^ clouded by dke dxai 
^«i taised, was an inmost insapeiabie obstacle to 
tiM Mofing on of .veiMforcemesto. Mm^k CbieU 
l^><#hoUy unfitted in spirit and in iAdU> had heen 
put^In i^ooMattd of a kittalion of in&ntry in «OBfr 
p&ttent to Ms M^h. Ho Iqsty and oorid nMit 
i06oi%r, his setf^posftessioR aUd courage. 'HKnigh 
OfAirM to the hUlv he^ advanced tcymsda Ohscflev- 
inmi sknrly «ttd ftarMy;* and Aoug^ urged by 
CbteoellF^tofaasteiitb^ww sa&sfled with tb« 
poorsiBrtk^of'dsiiiftfaree^ovndeiiiroai Oobbls 
MU iapofli tlM GOai^sew: His Captaii^ Stotstl, 
wtaM obodi«nc*lo«Rh wettewBi,JaaA o ift s a ad 
hta^imlm «» Mbw him to #w wprkli« dAatud 
OetMki with his arliikvy «k Budkor's HO* 
Intent oaidKr Be tai^edl lim iadiUdatod fay Bato- 
ttMii 4o bMug hd« pieoari to tbe nil .haeBi Bp 
^wtm tiiiwicUf wU tieipaiknm^ aiad onvcte^ 
wiUf best sand fiuigue. Bb aton JhkL ibae» aedl- 
ilst«d trOH th» anmikiit a£ the hiH» by &• absK 
AaMkvthe QBaagwwi wUdi took tramsmbMuiieflbtft 
here, as it was thought to be strongly fortijfied. 
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The^ieinyndliedftrJaMQondatteek. ThoQgb 
they had sorely 8iilb»d» and soiae feiw of the 
officefs were rehicteBt to nnew the hUxl eStortj 
ftt the laige hody, like die general, would bmve 
yielikd to death in any foim of hofnn;, befiwe 
they would have left the field to those whom they 
had always represented as cowaida. Al thii 
crisis four hundred reinforcements came ovef 
from Boston to repair the British loss, and Dr. 
Jeffiries aeoompamed them as surgeon. The D0^ 
tthrs again steadily advioiced,, and wkh the 
dfoadful apathy of fedipg induced by a hattb*> 
field) they even piled up the bodies of their 
•laughlered comrades as a bceastwork Ua tbdr 
own protection. The artillery was now draw* 
up fay the load which diiddad the tcmgue of lud 
on ike Mystic from the hill, to within nine fann^ 
dred feet of the xail fettce. The olqect wms t» 
king it <» a line with the redotiht, wii lo opena 
way for ^ in&ntry. It was during^ thia secoiDd 
httask that Chadestown was aet on fire. Frot» 
Uy a douUe purpoee was intended hy thSa aiA: 
Arst, that the smoke might cover the adyaaoe^if 
ike' eoerlyv and secoml, to dislodge some of die 
fcovinoials, who from the Aielief of the houses 
had annoyed the Britudi tefr wing. General 
fiowt vent over the ordisr to Biugdyne aad Clin- 
ton te fire the town, and the order was iulfiUed 
Vy eaieasees thrown from Copp's Hill, whidit 
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added hf watae rtuAms wko Jmtii&i.^Uom t&# 
SmsmsfAi coiei]|^ettd ihc^ wt»k ^of desblafkioe. 

Tke AmtitkssatB \K«ie prepiured for dui reBAwed"^^ 
attack. They hod orders t» reserve thmr fire till ' 
Aeeneny were vdihitk skx. rode, miA then to take 
Mdskidly aiim* As hefore, the shot of the enewy 
npvae 11108% ine&ctnal, raaging far ahore ihe 
iMods of ^e pcevinciab. Sialic some oi the pri* 
<ttaiie»iUil>.aiid Colonels Brewev^ Nixon and Budc* 
dttkist^, and Major M6offe> were W6tiiided» th^ 
ial t ei mwrtally, ccying out in his deiath^thirst for 
'vmter, #Mch eoitld/ not be obtained nearer thaa 
liv&Neck, whadier two of his men went to B^ek k. 
fllie iftcitilh aloody for a time whose moofteoila 
meia hi^iixa^ te deadly dlsehar^ wihieli was 
pDvred. upon Ihem as they pjaaaed the ^pdinled 
line, wiife whofe Tanks of offiiiers aind ni^n feH 
i^ beaps. Qeneral Howe stood hi the thickest 
:4tf the^ fi^t) wrohght up to a desperate deteUmn^ 
«tioiaj For m time he was almc»t alone, his aid- 
40ioampsy and many ether offices* of his stafi) 
lyiag -v^oimded or- dead. Bat Aioagh he would 
Hotiead a second i^treatr he waa compelled to 
lottow it, aad to heax A%* liepeated shoub cxf yi> 
toty lose from ^e psftrhyt bttad who had w«f bed 
tlie ehoice between deftth and skrreiy^ Thus 
tie Bfiti^ were twice hisfy and coaipletely , 
diTP^nt firom ^ hill. For suocess tqi to -^is 
HNolCTt, the pcoTincials have net had the de^ 
aanA ilGlaiowledgment in die En^h htstorieak 
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Even &irke (if, tm is piobable, he wiote idi^ 
account in tke Amuud Register) lelers only (moe 
to the reiHike, and then merely says die regidarB 
** were thrown into some dieorder^'* 

But now the fortunes of the day were to be 
rerersed, so far, and so far only, as to attach dte 
bare name of victory to the i^e of the foreign 
assailants. The provincials encouraged theitt- 
selves with the hope that the two repulses which 
had compelkd the regfolars to retire with, i^id^ 
^upendoue loss, would deter them from a renewed 
attack Some of the British ol&eeris did indeed 
remonstrate against leading the men to ano&er 
butchery, but their remonstiranoe Was disdltiniaQy 
repelled Jby their comrades. Duiing the seoosd' 
attack, a provincial, with incautious Imdaeas ^ 
speech, had declared that the ammumioim vmz 
^chausted, and he was overheard by some of the 
regulars. Gleneral Clinton, who ftom O&j^'b 
Hill had witnessed the repealed repuke of his 
Majesty's tro<^ with gveat mortification, todc m 
boat and passed over as a volunteer^ bringing 
with him added rein&rcements. A new mode 
of attack was now determined upon. Genend 
Howe, having discovered diat weak point, the 
space between the breastwork and the rtdl fence, 
now led the left wing, and resolved to ^pply die 
xbain strength of the assault against the redeabt 
and the bx«astwork, particularly to rake the latlnr 
with the artillery from the left, while he disguised 
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Ms pofpose by a feigned shemr of force pt the rail 
fefiee. The men now divested themsdves of 
their hea?y knapsacks, some of them even of 
their coats. They were ordered to stand the fire 
ef the provincials, and tha!i to make a resolute 
charge at the point of the bayonet. The three 
Ikcts last mentioned, viz., the knowledge of the 
enemy that the provincials lacked ammunition, 
the encouragement of the presence of General 
Clinton, and the discovery of the weak point in 
the woarks, may have nerved the British to under- 
time a third attack. 

While these hoiitile preparations Were in pro- 
gresS) the little battd of devoted patriots, exhausted 
almost to complete prdstration by their long and 
unrefiteshed toil of the night, and by the bloody 
"Work of noon-day, had time to isummon their 
t^tnaining energies, to resolve that the last blow 
(^dtdd be the heaviest, to think upon the glory 
df their cause and the laurels they should forever 
w^lif. The few remaining cartridges were dis- 
tfiboted by Prescott. The small number of men 
wiiose muskets were furnished vnth bayonets, 
stood ready to repel the charge ; and those who 
were without this defence, as well as without 
ammunition, resolved to club their muskets^ and 
wield their heavy stocks, while the ferocity of 
despair stirung every nerve. Even the loose 
stones of the intrenchments were gladly secured 
as the last stay of an unflinching resolution. 
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m WTfLl rOr VWEB WBOk 

A body of I6i«%c«&)eets, firoeh aod eeaekiiii, 
ind {ffovided i^tk bayooiBts, might have fMoeei 
tke regulars to a thmi and final netreat ; b^ti as 
beffoare remarked, unavoidable oonfusion prevaliled 
ii^ the American cump* The Neek of laad, the 
osiy Ikie of communication, w(ure a tenriUe a^^ 
to raw recraita, and Xjrenend Ward was without 
staff officers to convey his orders. The regimoate 
which had been stationed along the a^oad ta visfilL 
larther commands, we^ oiwleeked* Crolmai 
Gardner, though tbas loft widijMit otde^rsj fi»atiig 
to join the strife, led 300 men^ Bunker's Htli, 
"vidiere Putnam &ml set thtm upon intrenching, 
but soon w^^ them to a^n at the • tines« 3^ 
Colonel commanded bis men^ drop their toolp 
and follow. rHe was leading them to the fiwi^ 
dangeiroue servjoe, when he i?efceived amiorlil 
w<mnd by a mushet^wdl in the groin. As die wnp 
borne off the field, he commanded his men M 
iconquer or die. Depiri^ed of their officer, -but ^few 
^f them ;engaged in the action. His mn^ a yeulh 
of nineteea^, inet him on his way, land, o^eroeso^ 
with grief, I90nght to aid him, but the faAer^oekn- 
manded him to march to his duty. Gc^ane} 
Scammans remained on Gobble Hill, bujt a de- 
tachment of Grcrrish's regimient, under thdir 
Danish Adjutant, Ferbiger, rushed (oward the 
fence. A few of the Ameijcans occupied two or 
tiiree houses and barns on the slope of Bre9d9i 



d by Google 



Mikt M9id«]iM5r«d, &r a time, Ibe left flaidc of the 

Tke aartUleTy of tho TMAsk efiected ito mwr- 
dorotos poipooey rakmg tlM w^le interior of t^ 
bxeastwiDrict driving its ikfenders kito tlie rddou]»t, 
and sliding the balls th^e 'afto them, tiurougfa 
the Q!>e» salfy^oru liieuienoi^ I^esoett, a 
a^hew of the Goioaael, had Us arm diaaUed, 
snd was told by his nnoje to content himself with 
enconragsng his men; bat, having saeeeeded in 
leadiBg hie mu^cet, he was pessing the sall3p^ott 
to aeeka.xest &om ^ich to &re It, when he was 
Idiled bf a cannon-ball, it was evident that the 
jatsenohments eo«dd no loiiger be maintamed) bat 
.the teedtttioa to 3rield them only in the G(mval- 
aien of the last e&ria nerved every patmt asm. 

The British officers were seen to goad on some 
^ theiv rdtB^tant men with ^ir swords. It was 
tot them now to r^eive the fire, and to reserve 
Aeir own till they eoukl feOfiyr it by a tibirust o€ 
the bay^eiiet. E^ch shot of the |)rovincials was 
tme to k^ aim. Colonel Abercrembie, Majors 
Williams and Spendlove, fell. Genial Howe 
was wounded in the foot. Hand to hand, and 
£ice to^ face, were exchanged the last awful hos^ 
tilities of that day. Only a ridge of earth divided 
the grappling combatants, whose feet were slip- 
ping upon the gory sand, while they joined ia 
tins mioirtal strife. When the eom^y found them^ 
arif es received with stofnes, the missike of a 
6 
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m BATXLs or mmm% hill. 

more ancient war&rei they knew that theif weric 
was nearly done, as they now contended witb 
unanned men. Young Richardsonr, of the Boyal 
Irish, was the first who scaled the parapet, and 
he fell, as did likewise the first rank that mounted 
it, among whom Major Pitcaim, who had shed 
the first blood at Lexington, was shot l^ a negro 
soldier. It was only when the redoubt wm 
crowded with the enemy and the defenders m 
one promiscuous throng, and assailants en all 
sides were pouring into it, that Prescott, im) les^ 
but even more a hero, when he uttered the reluc- 
tant word, ordered a retreat. A longer tridi 
would have been folly, not courage. Scmie of 
the men had splintered their musket*stooks ia 
fierce bbws, nearly all were defenceless, yet was 
there that left within them, in a dauntless soul, 
which might still help their country at its need. 
Prescott gave the crowning proof of his doTOted 
and magnanimous spirit, when he cooled the heai 
of his own brain, and bore the bitter pang- in his 
own heart, by commanding an orderly, and still 
resisting retreat. He was the hero of that blood- 
dyed summit, — the midnight leader and guard, 
the morning sentinel, the orator of the opening 
strife, the cool and deliberate overseer of the 
whole struggle, the well-skilled marksman of the 
exact distance at which a shot was certain death : 
ha was the venerable chief in whose bright eye 
and steady nerve all read their duty ; and when 
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ttlacfaet, 8kiH» wtiA courage could do no more, he 
wtti tke merciful deliyerer of the remnant. Pros* 
oott w»i the hero of the day, and wfaereTer its 
ttle is told, let him be its chieftain. 
. The troops in the redoubt now fought their 
p^way through ^e encircling enemy, turning 
their feces towards the foe, while they retreated 
with backward steps. Gridley, who had planned 
and defended the wcnrks, received a wound, and 
was borne off. Warren was among the last to 
loaTe the redoubt, and at a short distance from it, 
a musket-ball through his head killed him in- 
stantly. When the corpse of that illustrious 
pcOriot was recognised and identified the next 
morning by Dr. Jefiries, General Howe though 
that this one victim well repaid the loss of num- 
bers of his meroenaries. It is not strange that, 
both in English and American narratives of that 
day, and in some subsequent notices of it, Warren 
should have been represented as the commander 
of <the provincial forces. His influence and his 
patriotism were equally well known to friend and 
foe. There is no more delicate task than to 
divide among many heroes the honors of a battle- 
field, and' the rewards of devoted service. Yet 
the high-minded will always appreciate the integ- 
rity of the motive which seeks to distinguish 
between the places and the modes of service, 
whe^e those who alike love their country enjoy 
the opportunity of securing the laurels of heroism 
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arid ^otibn. The cMwA-^Amsliet n&d dft 
fopotm, and the h%h plBce in the pob)^ assetiMf , 
offer to the patnot-statei^iftaii liie of^xArtiffi^' Pa 
winning remeifibi%t¥ce and honor to hi« fititttf; 
t&e ba^le^eld m^st re^m the same high ]^riyi- 
hfge fbt the patriot-soldier, ft* th«te dtene oiai hit 
ea*n the wreath. Let Ae chivalry *nd die MUg*- 
nanimity of Warren forever fill a h^Mliant pagfe iA 
0^ hiffiory, hut let not a partial homage «ittach tt 
kini &e honor to whieh another htte a righlM 
elkim. It was no part of his poire Jrarpode, M 
mibglkig with his teethren oA that field, to Am*^ 
fiOpolize its honors, and to fignire as its hero^. It 
fe enough that he stood among equals in devt^ 
^0^' and patriotifn^. Here, then, is hid dH&lUf 
^cirtiich, when ftilly^ dlowed, leaves- the hcJftora rf 
that summit to the leader of the heroic hand. 

And while such was the i*?ue. at the redouBf, 
fte= left Wing, at the rkil fence, aided hy soroie 
i^forcements which had arrived too late, v^ 
maadng a vigorous stand at theit defence. Btrt 
ifce retn^at at the redoubt compelled th6^ re^olutt 
d^fdtidiers to yicH with sfow and reluctant steps', 
as their flank was opened to the enemy. Putnaih 
j^Teaded atid cursed; he commanded and implored 
the scattering bands to rally, and he ^wor6 that 
he vrould win them the victory. For his fbuil 
pro&nity he made a sincere confession: before 
ik& church and congregation of wHich he was i 
rt^efmber, after the war. 
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' BJG9SUS Of MKI1& HOIn W 

•"PtjmdroyMkevrse iinpk»red the men to nSisj% 
but in vaiiL The last resistance at the lail^ fence 
Testiained the enemy fnmi catting off the retreat 
of thj» proTincids. Tet the enemy were in no 
eondition to pnrsu^, as they were alike eidurasted, 
nxA were content wi^ the little patch of ground 
which- they had so dearly purchased. The pro- 
vlneials retreated to Cambridge by the Neck, and 
by the Winter Hill road, taking widi them only 
erne of the six pieces of artillery which &ey had 
lM*oaght to the field. The battle had occnpied 
about two hours, ^ provincials retreating just 
before five o'clodc. The British lay on their 
arms at Bui&er Hill all night, discharging thdr 
Xneees against 'the Amiericans who were safely 
encamped upon Prospect Ifill, at die distance <^ 
a mile. 

Prescott repaired to headnjuarters to make 
tetum of his trust. He was ind^ant at the loss 
of the battle, ai^ implored General Ward to cwn- 
mit to him three fresl)^ regiments, promising with 
th«Bt'to win back the day. But he had already 
honorably accomplished all that his country might 
demand. He complained Intterly that the rein- 
forcements, which might have given to his tri- 
umph the completeness that was needed to make 
it a victory, had failed him. A year afterwards, 
when he was in the American camp at New 

York, he was informed how narrowly he had 
escaped with life. A British sergeant, who wn 
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bffMigfal inter the ca]iei|i^ on Mo t ^img i^th P ieg toe t t 
dDBvei» oallecl hk& by- name* Pfe^otlr inqaiNd 
Ibow or -^hete he had known himi 1%# aiftn 
leplied iJwt he kne# hiDa wi^r floldr tfaatr his 
aicqiMttntanoe began attbe^ battle m Ghaile^ti[lwn» 
Bcescott haci th^e been* poultied otti t# him as tka 
eoiQmaa!i(ler, and in tlie foet two aMdh», he^ hki 
singled him out and ieik^ik a delib«at0 aial^ 
Thjdugh his pioisitioil at 6aeh tit&e was efd liofrop- 
Mi as io eonvinee hfan the shot: w^d be &^ 
jBOt Frescdtt had b^en unhafe^M^. On^th^ Uiini 
altfiick» in^seUed hy the saiaie ]mifMlse> he haA 
ohatged th^ aotiit^nitit^ at ^' "po'mt g{> ^ 
blfc|Kmet^ bat th^^ sttotif intl find A& ^werd' e& 
V\mG0U thrust aride the Wea|^n, aUd^ the h$S- 
fled m^f^tiaai oonclttd^ him itf be invfihieiaUs& 
Prescott kindly presented the poor soldier W^ 
9 gift of charity to Believe )us disappoitttaMbit 
Thfe p&ersed g^ments of tife hero, prcfsttei^ in 
hisfamify»b^iat witiftdiisrtothe te|^ated eftyrt^df 

Th^ iteilber-of cmr treats ifi the acttjottr^inckidt 
ing the oecasiond reikifbrdeiiietfts^ and UMe wh<$ 
came oislly to co^er thfe tetiMt, dii. nbt ex()eie<Vif 
it reabhed, %000l Of th«s^ 11$ 'vC^e killed and 
misflonfv 305 were woiiftdedi and 2^ wer^ ttiken 
pdaatters"; makings owr Whole Ic^s 45dc Pres^ 
ootl?^ ii9giment sv^t^ most severdy^ 

The'\;<*tele- British h^ waff' rated by the Vx^ 
nneiai Congiess, ofr tbcfir best i)i£|i)9ftati^A}' at 
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clttcUtlg^ d» offie^rs^^ 2d6 being IdlM, and 80& 

h&nA a»i agonmng #is ^ nummii^ kk' 
BofifK>n, wten the woiioded -ptem coanillBd to 
ih^ ^imdei hospitals; and the syxapaCHm of 
the mhahkaiMs were d^aianded al&e fer friekuk 
aadrfdos. 

8^ Ihoii^ the sword was lilted agauut 
fadMars hy diei^ omn hitethrenv a^* in m 
^wUch'W^.must pnMioitnoe lo have he^n unBghl^ 
e0m aid tftmakti, we feel us^ifened to pay ai 
j^et trSmM lo the hi»iire^ «Bd galhuitr^ ef thai 
Bfiti^' offi^fs* aaid eeUi^es upea theiel4' -toi 
mmehr MUf ferMrerd, as they did thnoe^< aitft' 
b#TO Aek^ hoitotnl» to the -wbss^a of desperate 
xiieiBi«,'Wli8,«r trial of their e^pJrit wUeh dibwrwi'to 
wkhhi»ld isQisk them no praise or gtoy wfaiehr we^ 
give* t» our- fiithere, save that ^^ch beloofsr |6 6iit 
£iilh«rfrft0^thd^}hampioiii^ of the better taiiito. Th^ 
hi|^i0et. h^<»r we can bestow* Upooi the JkoMamf 
of Ihc^'^i^eHfy, ie,. in regretting tiiatdl^ lasg^iniA' 
hii^ muMstevt }foi|ytei sudbk dev^d servaiitej 

It^is not stsang^ dM cbnfiifl&dn aitd diaoideii 
should hate attended the preee^di^S^ of die pye^- 
Tineials on that dreadful day. Their meadtit^ 
wesS'haati^cQtieeited ill anticipation' ofttheoo^- 
panejl Hi &e Bidi^tik hy^thb Britiste;^ th^t^'wiMif 
n^' tisfre to plai^ no opfMr^imity Va^ M&MSLev 
The l^omcial Congreas traa diken sitliiig alf: 
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Wateitowh, thougli its Prorfilent, Dr. Warten, 
vfho was also Ohaimian of (he ExecutiTe Com- 
mittee of Safety, was in the scene of strife. 
G^efal Ward's Orderly Book does not contain 
any reference to the action of the (kty. llie 
reasonable expectation and fear that the Briti^ 
would make an attaek at some other quarter, 
may explain the apparent remissness of the 
Ai»9rican leaders, in not concentrating all tlieir 
fiHFce upon the action in Oharlestown. Ilie 
severe bombardment of Roidmry, and anxiety f^ 
the stores at Watertown, very naturally divided 
their attention. It seems likewise to hare been 
difficult, eren some days after the batde, to learn 
widi exactness the chief particulars concerning it. 
The account in Edes' Gazette, which was printed 
at Watertown on the following Monday, is very 
meagre* Indeed, it would appear, that the death 
of Warren was not then known for certain. 
Among ^e resolutions of the Pro^ncial Congress 
on Menday, the 19th, we read the following : 
*<Besolyed, That three o'clock, P. H., be assigned 
(on the choice of a President of this Congress, in 
ihe room of the Hon. Joseph Warren, Esq., sup- 
posed to be killed in the late battle of Bunker 
Hill/' 

In a letter from J. Pitts, dated, Watertown, 
Jidy 20, 1775, and addressed to Samuel Adiuns, 
at Philadelphia, we read the following: *^I find 
tlw letters in general from you and the rdst of 
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em MokIs, dttd^kin ef not hanag pariieular ia^ 
fimniiti(»k tektire to die late batde of Chariestowm 
I <fa^ aasvtfe yott> the paarticukrs, any fiirtlier tliffi 
mjiat I bave already ¥PTete jrou^ I have not be^i^^ 
aUe to oibtain from asty one. To he plaki, it 
aypis^fs to me, ih^e never was more confiuftofi 
and less command. No one q)peared to have any 
bttt Coldnel Prescott, whose bravery can never be 
eaongh acknowledged and applauded. Genend 
Pifttoam was employed in collecting tl^ nicda, but 
thete Vfete not o&mxa enough to l^ul them on." 

More evidences of this coiifasion that attended 
ik6 lOpeia^ons of the dary, will pimsent tbejIiselveA 
tei die ietA<et ef the Documents which, fyim a part 
ef this volume* He will find them to abottmi in 
discrepan^^ of statement, which, however, will, 
for d^e most paa^ty correct and h&rmonize each 
ether. One writer, for instance, says that it was 
knp^H^ by the British on the night of the 16th^ 
that the Americans were fU work on the Heights. 
Of this etotement there is no proof, nor is it prob- 
able ^ yet it may have been that a vague report 
of the intention of the Americans had roached 
Boston. Another writer says that the American 
orce amounted to nine thousand. Probably he 
mtended in this estimate to include all the pro- 
vincials who were then under arms at Cambridge 
and Roxbury, as well as those at Charlestown. 

The conflagration of the town of C^iarlestown 
muQt have mingled wild and fearful spectacles 
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With the awM seene of blood. Tke order for die 
incendiary measure was sent over hf boat to the 
gMierals on Gopp's Hill, on aecouAt of tke «nnoy« 
ing fire which the Americans, concealed in the 
dweUings, pouied in npon the left wing of the 
British. The town then contained 969 dweiliig^ 
honseS) and its population, of 375 fiEunilie6« num* 
faered rather mcHre than 2,000 souk. Of couive, 
many of its inhabitants, especially the wemen 
and okildrdu, had been removed from the town 
dunng the night and on the morning of thebatde. 
Hooaeholders were basily engaged in xemoting 
their effects. Many valuable articles werd bttried 
in the fields, gardens, and ce8ars, most of which, 
howev^, were discovered by the British iii their 
long occupation of the peninsula, though some of 
the treasures of crockery and furniture i;^ich were 
here interred, hvLnd a safe concealment till after 
the evacuation of Boston, and are stlH cherished 
as honored relics by the descendants of their 
owners. Many of the householders and traders 
of Boston, who had removed their effects to 
Oharlestown on the commencement of hostilities, 
likewise lost their all. The newspapers of the 
time abound in advertisements of losses and 
thefts. Dr. Mather's library was consumed in 
the conflagmtion. The American prisoners suf- 
fered great hardships. They were confined in 
the jail in Boston, during the siege, where several 
of them perished. The survivors were taken to 
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Hdifeir by the Britii^ on their departare. Seae 
fevrof them, after inorediUe trials, succeeded in 
making tkeir eBcape, and retoming tothdr homes 
one by one, leH th&r moring tales. It was not, 
how^rer, until after the peace, diat the remnant 
waersttored. 

Sndi is bnt a faint delineation* of the action 
wfakh has associated so great a degree of interest 
with the Heights of Oharlestown. The intrem^ 
11^ and the de^nee of Breed's Hill may be 
described as the most important incidmit in the 
WW of the American Revohidon. The whole 
prstriioted struggle was decisively influenced by 
^m its opening contest. The battle was fought by 
the pronndcds in earnest, with determined spirit, 
with pioud euccess, though not with the name of 
▼kle^, and therefore it gare the impulse of a 
gdud beginning to the whole conduct of the war. 
Itr results will attest its importance. 

The battle accomplished what in all cases of 
sirilfe and discord is attended with protracted 
difficulties: it distinguished the two contending 
parties, and brought them to an issue. There 
were then several links of union between England 
and Ae Colonies, formed by the various orders,, 
chsses, and coteries, then gathered in this neigh* 
horhood, and by their diverse opinions. Some 
of the most worthy aiid disinterested inhabitants 
of ihe princes, and some of the Britiish officers, 
engiLgei with extreme reluctance in the hojrtit- 
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We ki^d among* us aot only tmm mii. 
tepMktaxBj the extremes of partj, but idso tiMfd 
tmd cautious tunesenrers and htfakahta, and at* 
tadiod friends to the restrict^ exearcjse of royal 
aathorky. There were modeiate and immodeiate 
men of both parties ; neutral and kikewam 
doubters of no party. While readiaag ^e jounals 
of diat day, we c»a readily imagine the thoiraiand 
aooial ties and domestic relations, ^ olviUliQa of 
neighborhood, aad the common inlusest in the 
hmd across the waiter, which migix wall xeaimr it 
di^«aU for the provincials to midce the lastappeai 
to l^eod* Sad it not been for tho a&jr at Last 
iifglon, it is pro^oUe that mat^efs mi^i l»f» 
T0^x^ qujot foiC some tifi^ long^K, a«^ that 
^e ci^ljoniats would h^e wai»te4 rxmtf inoie 
W9Kds of portion up<m the ministry. 'Bivm l^ter 
th^ 1#tde, had. the ministry eqq^e^^ m s^nf 
terms their dissypiproWtion of Game's ijE^ea^^pii^ 
^4 «xk>P^ ^ conciliatory tone>the wear ]9%ht 
haye been then averted. But th^ a%jx of ^ 
i7th June at once put a stop to any fu^es hi^ 
in^ between two opinions. 

Agiwn, that action T^as of primary iij^j^ft^npe 
fSrom the influence whiiph it exei^dsed up^^ f^}^ 
fatb^TSt whQ$ unknown to tjiems^ves, h44 ^H^v^, 
thjm a wa^ of p^)tracted length, p^Nrtakin^ Iwg^J'y 
of wv« W w4 discQun^ment* They l^f^^ 
tjiis day wHt tk^y wg^t dp in li[^ f^^q^ 
^ 9q4w^Qp ^w8fd^,Rd ^^^e«5pj| 
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was good. That work of a summer^s night was 
worth its price to them. They lacked discipline, 
artillery, bayonets, powder and ball, food, and*,— ^ 
the greatest want of all, — they lacked the deM- 
cious draught of pure, cool water for their labor*- 
worrf and heat-exhausted frames. They found 
tliat desperation would supply the place of disci- 
pline ; that the stock of a musket, wielded with 
true nerves, would deal a blow as deadly as th^ 
thrust of a bayonet; and that a heavy Stone 
might level an assailant as well as a charge <5f 
powder. As for food and water, the hunger !they 
we^e compelled to bear unrelieved, and' <the^ 
cooled their brows only by the' thick, heavy irops 
which poured before the sun. Yet it was thdr 
opening combat, and proudly did they bear away 
its laurels, even upon their backs, ' whith the 
failtire of ammunition and of reinforcements cdmi^ 
pelled them to turn to the enemy. * Yesvthey did 
show their backs once to those whose backs they 
had already seen twice ; and if they retreated 
once, it was only that they mig^t save thfeir faces 
for later and bolder opportunities of cbnfrontittg 
Ae foe. It was their opening combat, and it 
decided the spirit and the hope of 8[11 thdr sUbS^^ 
qdent campaigns. They had freed' -theiris^I^ei 
during the engagement from all tha;t natural 'l^hilfii 
tance which they had hiSretofore felt iti'tiififihg: 
iheir offensive weapons against the' blasts 'ttf 
fi>ftaier friends, yes, even bf Irinsmeti. ''Oti"ttMi^ 
7 
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^ninebde, th€ -first bright image of Liberty, of a 
l^ree m^ve land, kindled tbe eyes of .those who 
were expiring in their gore, and the image passed 
between the living and the dying to seal the cor* 
enant, that the hope of the one, or the fate of the 
oUiel", should unite them here or hereafter. It 
Wa$ the report of that battle, which, transmitted 
by swift couriers over the length and breadth of 
tke continent, would everywhere {»:epare the 
spirit to follow it up with determined resistance 
to every future act of aggression. Ho^ can we 
exftggerate the relative importance of this day's 
action ? Did it not in &ct open the contest, 
dividing into two parties, not only those deter- 
mined f<Nr the ministry or the colc^iy, but likewise 
all timid, hesitating, reluctant neutrals ? It was 
difficult after this to avoid taking sides. Pid it 
not at once render all reconciliation impossible, 
till it should of{er itself in company with justice 
and liberty ? Did it not echo the gathering cry 
whi<^ brought tc^ether our people from their 
farms and workshops, to learn the art of war, that 
terrible art, which grows more merciful only as> it 
is the more skilfully pursued ? This day, then, 
needs >no rhetoric to magnify it in our revolu- 
tionary annals. After its sun went down, the 
provincials parted with all fear, hesitation, and 
reluctance. They found that it was easier to 
fight; the awful roar of the death-dealing arms 
afsociftted itself in their minds Mrith all thek 
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wrangs, and all tkeir hopes, and witk toe sim^ 
word of lit>«rty. Tke pen with which potMont 
were Written had heen found to he powerless: 
words of remonstrance left no impression upon 
the air. There was but one resource. From the 
Tillage homes and ^rm^^houses around, amid the 
encouraging Exhortations, as well as the teariiil 
prayers of their kmilies, the yeomen took from 
th^ir chimney-stacks the familiar and wel^-prored 
weapons of a life in the woods, and felt, for the 
first tim^, what it was to have a country, and 
resolved for the first time that they would save 
their country or be mcHimed by her. 

And if forther evidence be needed in su^)ort 
of the high importance attached to this day's 
coiifiict, refer to the effect which the announce- 
ment of it produced in Great Britain, upon the 
ministry and the people. One feet painfully 
evident to the student of our revolutionary history, 
is, that the war was commenced by the ministry, 
and allowed by the people, under the grossest 
•misapprehension of the character and courage of 
the inhabitants of this province. Parliament was 
in a state of perfect infatuation when it gave ear 
to the speeches that advised the measures of the 
ministry, and rejMresented the enforcing of them 
as so easy a work. For though Parliament had 
been warned by all the local information of our 
former Governor, Pownall, by the philosophy ef 
Burke, and the tender appeals of LK)rd Chatham, 
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timt conciliatory measures ^v^uld be tbs only 
•ffident measures, there was either stupidity, fol- 
ly or madness in the self-conceited permaiooa, 
that a race of mexk who had left their naiiye 
country to escape oppression, would consent to be 
oppressed in a new country, redeemed by them 
£rora a wilderness, made habitable by virtuous 
toiJl and endeared as always free. The last 
three English goremors of this province, and 
thit ministry at home, have represented the Amer- 
ican peofde as wholly under the control of a few 
ambitious leaders, demagogues or revolutionists, 
who, by exciting speeches, spread ^ithu«aam 
among the multitude, cajoling and flattering them 
wkh the enticing word, — liberty. It was alleged 
in Parliament diat the people would sueetaib, 
if their leaders could be silenced. This battle 
proved that a people who showed such a spirit, 
must be capable of originating s<»ne enthusiasm 
in themselves, as well as of being cajoled into it 
oy others. They had been represented as« cow- 
ards, who dared to fire a musket only at a long 
distance, and firom behind a protection ; and the 
people of England had been promised that one 
regiment of the king's troops should sweep the 
provincials off the continent. But after this battle 
the probability of such a result was reduced to 
this simple rule of three: if so many of his 
Majesty's regiments were necessary to secure the 
sfuare feet of ground occupied by Charlestown 
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peninsula, how many would be needed to swsiep 
the continent ? 

The pec^k of England were instructed by this 
day's news to estimate the bravery, the union, 
the d^ermined puj^ose of the colonists. It was 
gTea% in &yor of our cause, that the unpopu- 
larity of the war among the mercantile classes of 
England, should be increased by such a repre- 
sentation of its progress, as would induce the 
pride of the British to listen at last to prudence. 
While the , ministry flattered the people with 
iMes about the pusillanimity and poverty of the 
agonists, and called for new resources against 
them, promising that each demand should be the 
last, only the report of such poor success as at- 
tended their hostilities upon this peninsula, cottld 
open,, the eyes of the British nation to the hope- 
lessness of their measures. 

The account of the battle transmitted by Gen- 
eral Gage, accompanied, of course, by nunierous 
prirate letters, was received in London, July 25th. 
The General estimated his loss at 226 killed, and 
6^ wounded. The ministry were dismayed, and 
for a time kept back the official announcemf^Qt 
from the Gazette. It was known, however, that 
government despatches had been received, and in 
order to draw forth their contents, some ingenious 
persons wrote from their imaginations what pur- 
ported to be an account of the battle, and pub- 
lished it in the newspapers. By this fietitiois 
7* 
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atatement, the r^^ars woj^e said .to have been 
defeated with great slaughter. Thus the adn^* 
istjEation were ohLiged to prepare their own state- 
ment for the Gazette, as soon as possible, Bven. 
with a favorable garb throwa aromid its annoonce- 
meat, the official account shocked and alarmed 
the people. They waited with the utmost an3i:iety 
for the representation which the provincials might 
give of the battle, and to hear the measures of 
the Congress. They changed their opinion of 
the colonists when they found that one square 
mile of our territory had cost them more than a 
thousand men. As the news of the engagement 
cifculated in England, it called out popular ex- 
ptes^ons which exhibited the general dissatis&ie- 
tbh with the war. The official publications were 
made up from the accounts of Grage, Howe, and 
Burgoyne ; they were replied to, even in London, 
<with cutting sarcasm. The report m London 
^wns, that General Gage was ordered not to haz- 
ard another engagement till he was reinforced, 
thefiigk it was doubted whether the provincials 
would leave this at his option; that he was 
ordered to depart from Boston, after burning it, 
and to fottify himself upon Rhode Island, whence * 
he might make descents upon the coast ; and that 
1000 stand of arms and 1000 Highlanders had 
been sent to Quebec. So high did sympathy fer 
the colonists rise in England, t^at, on the fiSi of 
.August, the king issued a proclamation againai 
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n& in his realms who should aid, correspond with, 
or favor the rebels. It was found that the reve- 
nue, so unMushingly promised in Parliament, was 
to re^piire a large outlay for its collection in the 
colonies. Instead of receiving taxes from hence, 
they were obliged to send regiments of their own 
subjects, with foreign mercenaries, and coals, 
fagots, vinegar, porter, hay, vegetables, sheep, 
oxen, horses, clothing, — ^to say nothing of muni- 
tions of war, — across 3000 miles of water, and 
even then, to anticipate, as the result proved, 
with good reason, that some of their richest trans- 
ports would fall into the hands of these reluctant 
tax-payers. Some of the Highlanders who were 
induced to enlist by the representations of recruit- 
ing sergeants, were told that they were to take 
possession of some vacant farms in this country, 
the owners of which had been driven into the. 
interior. They even received certificates diat 
when the rebellion here was subdued, each of 
them should have a clear title to two hundred 
acres of land for himself, and fifty acres in addi- 
tion for each member of his family. 

By a resolution of the Provincial Congress at 
Watertown, July 7th, the Committee of Safety 
prepared an account of the engagement on the 
17di June, to be transmiiUed to Oreat Britain, for 
the sake of counteracdng the influence of any 
mSnrepresentations on die part of General Gage. 
The account was dated July 25, and sent to 
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Arthur Lee, at London, who caused it to be pub- 
Kshed in the papers. But the sjrmpathies and 
complaints of the English ^ople were not left to 
be excited merely by documents sent from this 
side of the water, and answered by well-freighted 
transports from Britain. The people were made 
to witness some melancholy results of the battie, 
which brought its pictures of sorrow to their own 
4oors. On September 14th, a transport, (the 
Charming Nancy,) arrived at Plymouth, having 
left Boston, August 20th. On board were Greneral 
Gage's lady, and 170 sick and wounded officers and 
soldiers, %vith 60 widows and childreii of the slftm. 
The stench of the vessel was intolerable, but the 
condition of its human cargo was a^ful. Maimed 
and helpless, ragged and pined with sickness, — 
many of them hundreds of miles from their- home 
in Ireland, — the sufferers, as they were landed 
and begged for charity in the streets, pres«ited a 
most deploratle and wretched tale of the unnatofal 
strife. Two more vessels, with similar cargoes, 
which left Boston at the same time, were daily 
expected, and more were on their way. Tims 
was Boston relieved of a part of its helpless. Tic- 
tims, and thus were the people of England most 
piteously besought to spare the blood of their own 
kinsfolk, rather than to make so fearful a sacrifice 
to national pride, to lust of dominion, and to the 
wealth expected from the taxation of f3a^ coloniite. 
Nor did the conduct of the battle, on the part 
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of. Ike Briti^ g^ierals, escape severe scrutiny 
aad censure. Pbuas were stated, and alternatives 
imagined, by whick they mi^t have secured a 
nearly bkodless victory. These complaints were 
made, with good reason. A ship of war» some 
floating batteries, or the Cymetry transport, which 
drew but little water, might have been towed into 
Mystic river, and lying water-borne at low tide, 
(&r dxfring the heat t>f the strife the water was at 
ebb^) would have been within musket^shot of our 
IbH flank, and have rendered the rail fence use- 
lass. The regulars might have landed in the 
fear of the |»rovincials, and thus have surrounded ^ 
theni) have idcapacitated the breastwork^^ut off 
AT^rtet, and occupied Bunker's HilL Or, sup- 
posing it was most in accordance virith military 
-rale aad. prudence that they should have landed 
as lliey did, in f^ont, they should not have ad- 
vanced m an extended line, firing at intervals, 
but, formed into columns, should have rushed 
^NTward, reserving their fire for the redoubt, and 
ebsrging with the bayonet. Their first two 
attacks were disastrous to themselves, but harm- 
less to the provin^als."* The simple truth seems 
te be, that the regular of&cen had a most despi- 
cable opinion of the provincials, and thought that 
fht smell of powder, the glancing of bright bay- 
onets, and a well deployed line, would frighten 
tbem into flight.^ They were grievously mistaken. 
But, after all, when the dear-won victory was 
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theirs, wky did they not pursue to CamlHridgei 
under cover of their own ships, eiq[>eeiaUy as, 
towards and afler the close of the battle, Cluurles-' 
town was filled with British troops who were 
hurrying over from Boston ? 

Another result attending the new6 of the battle 
in England, was the immediate recall of Getttral 
Gage. Just before, the arrival of the news, de- 
spatches had been prepared, yet not tmnsmitted 
to him, in which his future operations were 
directed. But these despatches, when sent, were 
accompanied by another, iri which he was directed 
to give them to General Howe, who was to soc- 
eeed him in the command, and in which he. was 
advised that it was his Majesty's pleasure thai he 
should immediately return to give informaliflD 
,and counsel at home. It is likewise a imnaikr 
able, but a very manifest fact, that the disastrous 
character of this battle, the desperate couisage of 
the provincial, and the hc^less aspect vtiiich 
the designs of the ministry began in consequence 
to wear, completely unmanned General Howe, 
deprived him of all energy in the conduct of the 
• war, and entailed upon him disgrace. 

Such, were the effects produced by this buttle 
upon our enemies. They might be indefinitely 
enlarged upoo, traced out in British petitions and 
addresses to the throne, in public opposition 
meetings held throughout the kingdomi in the 
raluctanee of the soldiers to enlist in that causr, 
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and* the high bounty promised to their services, 
and e^cially in the increasing mimber of the 
avowed and secret friends of the colonies in 
England. 

While such were the results of the battle on 
tke other side of the water, its efiects upon our 
own army and cause^ contribute to magnify its 
importance. We might trace out the influence of 
that battle through the whole war, might refer 
to the spirit and determination and self-respect 
n^iich it infused into the proTincials. We might 
find in every subsequent engagement of the war 
•oaie individuals who had learned their military 
ehmenjbt on June 17th. Bat we will confine our- 
adves to a statement of its immediate results which 
were favorableto our cause. Many of our ofli- 
oerir had received their commissions fr(»n Great 
Bnfain, and were in the receipt of half-pay at the 
tinie of tbe battle, which they of course resigned. 

The British took possession of, and strongly 
fortified Bunker and Breed*^ Hills, and posted 
their advanced guards upon the Neck. This 
division of their^ forces between the two penin- 
sulas was in one point of view advantageous to 
thooa, as it enlarged their quarters at a season of 
the year when Boston, crowded as it was, and 
laada tmwholesonie by impure air, seemed as one 
large hospital. The cool heights of Oharlestown 
weie a refreshing refrige; ye| they ^ere com- 
peHed to a great increase of tlwir labor is defend- 
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ing their woiks against an enemy so near to tbem, 
who insulted and vexed them, and made them 
feel the degradation of their position. During the 
ensuing inclement winter, the troops in Charles- 
town were obliged to live in tents, and were 
exposed to great sufferings and to driving snow- 
storms. Neither did the possession of Charles- 
town give the enemy any facility in obtaining 
supplies of fresh provisions, in which the country 
abounded, but of which thcJy had enjoyed IMe, if 
any, after the battle of Lexington. In this le- 
spect, their condition was trying in the extreme. 
They could procure no fir^ meat, vegetaMes, 
milk, or fuel, save what came in by wat^. The 
provincials took the live stock and the hay off Ae 
harbor islands, and intercepted iftany of the ves- 
sels entering with supplies. In a letter ftora an 
officer in Boston to a gentleman in London, dated 
July 25th, the writer says, they felt themselves 
worse off* than the rebels ; as to numbers, like a 
few children in a large crowd ; that the provin- 
cials daily grew more bold, menacing insolently, 
and leading the regulars to fear that, when the 
^hort nights came, the threats would be eieeca^ed. 
He adds, ^ They know our situation as well as 
we do ourselves, from the villains that axe left in 
town, who acquaint them with all our proceed- 
ings, making signals by night with gunpowder, 
and at day, out of the diurch steeples. About 
ikree 'weeks ago, tibree islloiirB were taken out of 
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on* of \ht latter, who confessed that he had been 
so employed for seven days. Another wtts caugkt 
kst week swimming over to the rebels, with one 
of their general's passes in his pocket. He- will 
be hanged in a day or two." The writer add^ 
Other instances of the boldness of the rebels, in 
Wting in the advanced guard on the British 
lih^ at Roxbury and destroying the guard-hotispe, 
fcttd ift the pilliftging apd destruction of the ligirt* 
h^ufs^ by some yankees who landed from boiftii, 
White a British ship of war lay becalmed witMn 
a mile. 

• And what a dheering spectacle was set before 
A% eyes of our fklhers when the Ameriean aarmy> 
ilitif^dkiig upon illl the beamifkl and elevMd 
Mlb which hmki ikt semicircle around, c^ 
tiHeik Ifieir^nemy to these two penini^ulat. ThtM)« 
whs tio concealing the fact that the mimsterNd 
mops felt deeply the degradation of their situ* 
ation, and were dispirited by it to a degree tfau 
weak^^d their moral and physical ea^rgies 
through the whole war- From the best infpr- 
mation th^ Washtiigton, on assuming his com- 
mandt July 3d« c«ttld:obtain, he rated the number 
^ tk<^ memy at 11,^00, while the proviticiilk 
numbered 16,0W) to 17,000. The sentries of the 
opposing forces stationed upon Charlestown Neck 
W&i^ near enough to conv^rde together. Wo «ire 
loreftly reminded of diat admimUe trttit in' tii^ 
^wndM of Wa«lM«f ton,-^^ scrupulous atHsifllMi 
8 
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to^ imimUfiB, — a8 well as of the spirit of patriotism 
yf^nkh sustained us under the war, by several of 
the ^* (^ders " issued by our General under these 
circuiastances. He expressly forbade that any 
post of peculiar responsibility, such as that of 
sentry or guard at the advanced lines upon Rox* 
bury or Charlestown Necks, should be conu^tted 
to any other than a native of this country, who 
had a wife and family in it, and was known to be 
attached to its interests. " This order is to be 
coasidered as a standing one, and the officers are 
to pay obedience to it at their peril." 

The contrast between the heahh and the food 
of ^ regulars and of the provincials was ex- 
tremely tantalizing. Hand-bills were printed at 
Cambridge, and sent on a favorable wind across 
the tines into the British camp. On one of 
these, an address to the British soldiers bears the 
following contrasted bills of fare, in die. tvo 
GA^ps: — 



Bunker's Hill. 

I. Threepence a day. 
II. Rotten Sah Pork, 
in. Tbe Scony. 
IV. Slavery, beffaisr* 
want. 



Prospect Hill. 

I. Seven dollars a month. 
II. Fresh provisions and in 

pisBty. 
m* Health. 

IV. Freedom, ease, affluence, 
and a good &rm. 

In reviewing the whole struggle whose opeaiog 
eontest we have thus commemorated, we have a 
duty to perform as patriots and as Christians ; let 



d by Google 



BATTLE OF BTTIVKBE HILL. 87 

as hope that there be no discord in our senti- 
ments or purposes as we apply to ourselves those 
two epithets. As patriots we would vindicate our 
country, but as Christians we must regret the 
war, the civil strife, the bloody conflict, so utterly 
irreconcilable with the spirit and precepts of our 
rel^on. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ILLUSTEATIVS OF THE BATTLE OF BUNKEE^S HILL. 



PART L 
ENGLISH DOCUMENTS. 



BXTEACTS FEOM THE OEDBELT BOOK OF OSNBBAL 
HOWE. 

The following extracts embrace all that has 
reference to the engagement : 

" Greneral morning orders, Saturday, June 17, 
1775. The companies of the 35th and 49th, that 
are arrived, to land as soon as the transports can 
get to the wharf, and to encamp on the ground 
marked out for them on the -common. 

'* Captain Handheld is appointed to act as assist- 
ant to the Deputy Quartermaster General, and is 
to be obeyed as such. 

"The ten eldest companies of grenadiers, and 
the ten eldest companies of light infantry, (exclu- 
sive of those of the regiments lately landed,) the 
5th and 38th regiments, to parade at half after 
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eleven o\;loek, with their ann», amnnition, bkn- 
kets, and the provisions ordered to be booked this 
morning. They will march by files to the Long 
Wharf. 

" The 43d and 62d regiments, with the remain- 
ing companies of light infantry and grenadfers, to 
parade at the same time, with the same directions, 
and march to the North Battery. The 47th regi- 
ment and the 1st battalion of marines will also 
march, as above directed, to the North Battery, 
after the rest are embarked, and be ready to em- 
bark there when ordered. 

"The rest of the troops will be kept in readi- 
ness to march at a moment's warning. 

" 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 1 dnimmer 
and 20 privates, to be left by each corps for the 
security of dieir respective encampments. 

''Any man who shall qtrit his rank, on any 
jnretence, or shaH dare to plunder or pillage, will 
bfer executed wiAout mercy. 

"The pioneers of the army to parade immedi- 
ately, and march to the South Battery, where 
they win obey such orders as Aey will receive 
IVom Lieut. Col. Cleveland. 

"The light dragoons, mounted, to be sent ira- 
medfately to the lines, where they will attend and 
obey the orders of the officer commanding there. 
' " TWo more to be sent in like manner to head 
garters. 

" Signals for the boats, in divisions, mtftvi^ to 
8* 
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Juirs 1"?! 177fi, (Yi^) 

Blue flag, To advanoe. 

Yellow do, Ta lay Oft oars. 

Kod do To knds 

"Heigbte of Charlestown, Jane 18th, at nine 

o'oiopk, morning. — General Howe's Order$. 

'^ The troops will encamp a^ spoa as the oi^iUr 
p«gQ can he brought up. 

" Tents and provision^ may be cp^poc^ "wb^m 
t)^» tide admits of transporting thfm to thia inde. 

" The corps to talce l«he duty ^ tbeientremhxAeQt 
acMgr Qbavlestown Neck altonuitely. Hk^ frhole 
(ihQse on UiQ last q^entionad duty ^;q;(^fti^^ %o 
furnish tl^ thifd of their nomhess Hh yfovki with 
(^cQOFe a«d. KLOAHTonuiusgioaed offio^]^ ii^ profor- 
tioi^, and W be rdieved every foqr fcoiws- 

" The parties for work to carry their ^m^ wad 
llidg^ thew ^wurely whil^ pn. that dwjtj, 

<^ QenAral Howe ^xpeots. th«t all o^^i^ers. mil 
^s^jtithsmselvea to prewnt tk% mex^ frqw. st5|^g- 
gling, quitting their compaoiAm oi; plajt^oom, «^, 
m fi^ of death no man to be gujdty of tha,i4mme- 
ful land iaCunoua practice of pi)1^4g ioi th^ 
dafai^d hou9!93i « 

'^Wh^eo mm are sent for water*, not loisr than 
twelve, with a non-commissioned offictf, to be 
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th^ tk9W oecufiy. 

^^ The soldiers am by no* mcaiiia to cut iovm 
trees, anksB ordeMd. , 

<' Creneral Howe hopes the troops will in eTery 
instance show an attention to discipHn^ mi reg^ 
nlarity on this ground, equ^l to the brLTery and 
int7e|^ity, he, with the greatest satisfaction, oV 
tenred ^hey displayed so remarkably yesterday. 
Ife takes this opportunity of expvcswsg his pubUc 
testimony of the gallantry and good ceAdnct of 
-^ ofioers HUder his eoMmand during the action, 
to which he in a great measure ascribefr tbe 01^0- 
cett'of the day; He considers particularly in this 
lighft the difikinguidied effi^rls of ther Gev^als 
diii^iiand Pigot^ • 

<<The corps of light iflliantry 1^ r^^ the 
grenttdisrs it die adnmcod sfttmichtneiitt Ibifi 
-«nioaing at 9cv«il 

'.^Whoi the ^d le^^mewl eittlattpi an offloer 
•HMt tiroaty me» of thatoorpe wilt TOioMaitt. the 
post they now occiq^i 

" As soon as the ground is marked out for the 
encampment, the several corps will immediately 
^time' liieeeesterf' houses.** 

» . "-Oewkhai^ 0%»I»s — Head Quarters. 

BoGtm^ Wth Jmw, 1774- 
* AiTht^ Go«(u»M^7-iQ«Chief i:etui»a bj^ mpit 
gfatefbl thftnkfl to Xajpf Qi9»ei9Ji How^ ior tl;i^ 
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eflDtaraoffliiMury oxertiDn of bis milijtary nbUtties on 
the 17th instant. He returns his thanks also ,tp 
Majbr General OlinUm, and Brigsadier Greneral 
Pigot, for tl^ share they took in the succ(^ <^ the 
day, as well as to Lieut. Colonels Nesbitt, Aber- 
crombie, Ounning and Clarke, Majors Butlei;, 
"Williams, Bruce, Tapper, Spendlove, Smelt and 
Mitohel, and the rest of the officers and soldi^Is, 
who, by remarkable efforts of courage and gal- 
lantry, overcame every di^advantagei. and drov^ 
the rebcb from their redoubt and stip^ lipids ^ 
the Ifet|^t8 of Charleslown, and gain^ .$, com- 

"Jumb27, rnfi. 

** The preserva^n of '^ few houses left in 
Charlestown (as much as posnbk) .imimpaiied, 
being an im^rtfmt <)^ect, any of the soldiers 
detected in fhture in attempting 8haHiefii% tp 
purloin any part of these buildisgs, will iasflu- 
tedly be punished most serer^ly^ The (Seiiend 
cdDiMerB sueh instsp^oes of devastalion ami inp^ 
uhrity a disgrace to disciplines^ 



Extract of a letter from Gre^sal Gage ip h«4 
Dartmouth : 

Boston, June 26, 1775. • 

" The sudcess, of which I send your lordship 

tm account by the present opportunity, was refMj 

necessary in our present situation, and I wish 

most sineerely that it had not cost us so dear. 
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' The immlttr ot kUled ttod wounded k greats 
than oiur fbroea can aSbrd 4» Ipae. The officer*, 
w1m> wipra obliged to e;tert tbem$e}Tes, have suf- 
fered msiy nmc^, and n^ hair^ lostJsaDM exXremeHj 
good officeca. The taaak ire hftirfe had» show the 
rebeb are not the despicaUe rabble too many have 
supposed ihem to be ; and I find it owing to a 
BiSitary spirit, encouraged ai»ong them for a few 
jpears pa^t, jomed Ifitb an (fnceiWKH^ degree of 
seal and endnialasm^ that they i»r« otherwise. 
Whed thay find cover Ibey iiiftke a good ^^nd ; 
a»d tke .ooiini^, naStaraUy alrong, a6eid$ it to 
tiieni, and they are taught to assist its natuml 
atrengtin by arti for they eatrench and rai^e bat- 
tesies. They han^ fortified alt the heights and 
poteea anntnd this town, from Dorchester to Ifted- 
^bnl or Mptkk, and it is not impo^siUe for them 
10 amlby A© Town. 

'* Your lordship will perceive that the c0B<|aest 
of this country is not easy, and can be efiected 
ondy by time and pei ' se i erai i ce , and strong armies 
attacking it in variouli quarters, and dividing their 
Uncos. Oonfinifig ^roar opecations on' this siide 
only is attacl^ng in the stsoilgBit part, and you 
hare to tcpe wkhvast nnnAers. It might natu- 
rtdly be supposed, that trocq^ of die nature of the 
' fffeel army would ret«»m home after such a dieck 
as tiiey had got; and I hear many wnnted to go 
off, but care has been taken to prevent itj for any 
man that returns home without a pass, is immedi* 
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atety seized and sent back U> his regiment. Di 
all their wars against >th« Fxench, ^e^r neTer 
showed so much conduct, attentioh and: perseve- 
rance as they do now. i thhik it my diUy 'to let 
your lordship know the true situation of afiain, 
that administration n^ay take measures aceoid- 
ingly. 

'^ The people^s minds are kept so much heated 
and inflamed, that they are always ripe for e^BBry- 
thing that is ettravagant. Truth n kept &mn 
them, and they are too full of prejudices <t6 beUere 
% if laid befote them ; and so bUnd and bigoted, 
that they cannot' see they have exehang^ libeity 
for tyranny. No people were ever governed ntmse 
absolutely than those of the Americwx Provinoes 
now are, and no reason can be given iot tiidr 
submission, but that it is a tyranny they Imve 
erected themselves, as they believe, to avoid grost- 
^ evib. 



(General Ghige to the Eari of Dartmoiith. {Fran 
&e London Gazette.] 

** Whitkhall, July 25, 177IL 

" This morning arrived Captain Cfeidds, of Ifis 
Majesty's ship Cerberus, with the following letter 
from the Hon. Lieut. General Gage, to the Earl 
of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty^s principal 
Secretaries of State." 
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« Cojpfg of a letter from the Hon. Lkut. Gemral 

Crage, to the Butl of Dmrtmouth^ dated Boston^ 

June 25, 1776. 

^ Mt Lord : I am to acquaint your lordslup of 
an actkm that happened on the 17th instant, 
between his Majesty's m»ops and a body of the 
rebel forces. 

" An alann was grrcn at break of day on the 
17tli instant, by a firing from the Lively, sh^ of 
vfwr; and advice was soon afterwards veoeived, 
tiiat ^e re^Is had broke ground, and w«re raising 
a battery on the heights of the peninsnk of 
Charlestown, against the Town of Boston. They 
were plainly seen at work, and in a few hours a 
battery of six guns played upon their works. 
Prepmra ti ops were instantly made for landing a 
body of men to drive them off, and ten cf^npaaies 
6f grenadiers and ten of light infantry, with the 
fifth, thirty-eighth, forty-third and fifty^secood' bat- 
talions made a third line. The rebels upon the 
Heights were perceived to be in great force, and 
strongly posted — ^a redoubt, thrown up on the 16di, 
ftt night, with o&er works, full of men, defended 
with cannon, and a large body posted in the hou- 
ses in Charlestown, covered their right flank, and 
ihtix centre and left were covere*! by a breastwork, 
part of it cann<Hi proof, which reached frcmi the 
lefV of the redoubt, to the Mystic or Medford river. 
. Kt^is appearance 6f the rebels' strength, and 
the large colirams seen pouring in to their assist- 
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ancft) occuskii^ed aH aj^plka^n for the Uiooj^ to 
be teinforced With some corop^^s ei light in&n- 
try and grenadiers, the forty-s^epjth battalion, 
and the ^rst battalion of xnaxii^e ; the whole, tirhen 
m conguQction, leaking a body of s(Hnething above 
two thousand men* ' These troops advane^d^ £oi^d 
in two lines, and the attack began. by a s^ucrp 
cannonade from our fiekl pieces and howitz^rsr; the 
lines advancing slowly, and f!requently haldog to 
give time £orvthe artillery to gre. The li|f^ in&n* 
try was directed to force ' the left p^t 0f this 
breastwork) to take the rebel- line in fiankr and the 
grenadiers to attack in IVont, supported by the 6Mx 
wad fi^y-second battalions* These orders woi^o 
exceeded with persetera^ey lender a heavy fixe 
from the mat Ikumbets of the rebels ; aiid xyab- 
withstanding v^ous impediments before th^troop* 
conld reaqh the Works, (and though the hE^ under 
Brigiadier Greneiial Pigfot, who 'engaged also with 
the rebels ^t Charlestown, which at a x^ritical mo- 
talent was set on fire,) the Brigadier pursu^ed hm 
pbidt, alnd carried the redoubt. The rebeb weie 
then forced from other strong holds^and pors^ed 
ttU they were drove clear off the pemn«iila, leating 
fire ^eces of cannoin behind them. 

^ The k>is» the rebels sustained must have been 
considerable, from the great numbers they carried 
off dulring the time of the action, and buried in 
faalesy since di^corvered^ exclusive of whait they 
fluftred by the shipping a«id boats. Near qi|» 
hundred were buried t^«> n^r* dav afVer. and 
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tintt^fottBd Weotidid! ui tko field, time cff >?diom 
m^ siaw9 deai. 

^ i ecteW^ your Joidship s minm of the kflled 
aal«t wounded of ffis Majesty's tKOopa 

"^Tkbi acdott has idiewn ^ snpediHrky of the 
Hng^ tfoops, who, mder every diftadinntige, 
atydled and deinited above three tkaes. dieir 
number, strongly posted, and corered by breast- 
Wi)rks. 

" The conduct of Major Greneral Howe was 
conspicuous on this occasion, and his example 
spirited the tro6ps, fh which Major General Clin- 
ton assisted, who followed the reinforcement. 
And in justice to Brigadier General Kgot, I am 
to ad'd, diat the success of the day must, In a 
great measure, be attributed to his firmness atid 
gallantry. 

'« bi^iM^Bant Cotoaels Nesbit, Ah^msfemattJ^ 
(^k0:; Majors Butler, Williams, 9niee». SfeM- 
love. Smelt, Mitchell, Pitcaim, a»d Sbon, ex- 
erted themselves remarkably; and the valor of 
theK^Msh officers and soldiers in general was at 
BC time move oompicvkovi^ then in tiiie aedon. 
'"^ I iuite tile honor to be, &?&., 

' {Vbaii follow* tke retarn willi the nameo of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers) and f^ 
vitet, of tile diffiatent eotpo, kffied and woiraded : 
Ottfejdbed is the ensirilig' sammsfy.] 
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<* Total, — one Lieutenant Colonel, two ]!ibj<fft, 
seven Captains, nine Lieutenants, fifWen Ser- 
geants, one Drummer, one bundced and ninety- 
one rank and file, killed ; three MajcNCSt twenty- 
seven Captains, thirty-two Lieatcnants^ eight 
Eloigns, twenty Sergeants, twelve Drumioars, 
seven hundred and six rank and file, wounded." 

[The above summary was not strictly accurate, 
nor complete. Of course, very many of the 
wounded died soon after this account was written. 
The whole number of the killed and wounded 
was afterwards estimated by the British at 1054. 
Some of their men were missing after the battle, 
who were supposed ^ to have deserted to the 
Americans.] 



" Obfifervations on the government aceount of. the 
late action near Charlestown." [From the Op* 
» position journals.] 

" London, August 1, 1775. 

" There are two sorts of persons who ^always 
persevere uniformly, und without shame, in one 
unvaried line of cohduct, regardless of the con- 
tempt and detestation of mankind. The sorts I 
mean are the thor<mgh virtuous, and the thorough 
seoundiel. 

' *< To one of these cbuises moet evidently beloi^ 
the ministers, who settled the account which ik^j 

have given us in last Tuesday's Gazette. 

\ 
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•' " Tile oeidoti near Boslon, ha]^peiied oa the 
' ITlh of -June,' yet Grcideral GUge's letler is dqOcd 
eight days after, on the ' 25th of June.' 

*^ By this letter it af^pears that it has cost o«e 
thimsaBd and sizty-foiir of the troops, killed and 
\iiH»imded, to destroy a redoubt thrown up only 
the on^^night, i. e., on the 16ih of June. 

" The loss of the proYincials, the letter says, 
^must haVe been considerable;' yet eight d^ys 
after the action, the General, though completely 
Tictorions, can tell us only of 'one hundred' 
buried, and * thirty' wounded. 

" But * they had carried off great numbers dur- 
ing the time of the action.' Did they so ? That is 
no great sign of flight, confusion, and defeat. 
. '''But 'they buried them in holes.' Really! 
why, are our soldiers buried in the air ? 

*'Bttl *^Ab King's troops were under erery 
tisa^lraBtage/ So truly it seems; for in the 
same letter we are told * that they had a ]^opor- 
tiim iOf field artillery, and landed on the peninsula 
without oppositicm, and formed as soon as landed, 
under the protection of some ships of war, armed 
Teasels, and boats, by whose fire the rebels were 
kept within their works.* 

^ But * this actum has shown the superiority of 
&e King's troops.* Has it, indeed? How? Why 
ihey (with a proportion of field artillery, and with 
the assistance of ships, armed vessels, and boats, 
Mid'with the encouragement of certain and speedy 
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9iEnibrcem«iik«, if neeefisaryt) attacfaad «Iqic de- 
Aaled 'above tiuree times theif a«ni ni&mters.' 
What, three times ^eir own muoah^? Of 
w^om, pray? Of Fis^^h or Spanish regu- 
late ? No) of the Americans. Of the AtBemcaxa I 
iWliat, of diose dastardly^ liypooiiticsal ooTRirds, 
who, (Lord Sandwich knows,) danot io^ boM 
enough to dare to look a soldier in the faee ! Of 
those undisciplined and spiritless Yanlcees, who 
were to be cWvett irom one end of the ototiaent 
to die other, with a eingle regkn«M(t! - What^trf 
those skulking assassine, vtho can only fite^ajtia 
distance, from behind slone wt^s and hedges! 
Oood Grod! Was it ne^cesisary to ^defeat thiiMe 
fellows, that the tit>ops slMwdd be *^irited\* hy 
the example of General liowe, ad$i«lfed %]^ Gen- 
eral Clinton! And can it be> ihaft liie^ftteooftt 
Colonels Nesbit, AberCfombie, and Clark>e^,< Ma- 
jors Butler, Williams, Bnlce, iSpendto^- 'Sffijrft, 
'MitchteH, Pitcaim, and Short, ^lottM befbrcei-to 
exert themselves remar'kal)ly, a^fa^st suA prt- 
troons! Is it T)ossible th*t this tmxU be «a 
aflSiit in -Whfch \the va!or of the "ftrJtilih dfieers 
and soldiers, in genefa;l, %as asj conspHJUotts tta 4t 
any time whatever,' and notwithstanding aMikiB, 
that the success, in a great measure, shoilll be 
attributed to tfee fittnness and gSE^ntry of G^fn- 
eralPigot! tii 

"Oood Ood ! is it c6me to this at ta^ ? C«ii 
t!he regulars, with all these exertions, oftly'^efelit 
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dkree ^imea tbcSr own omiiber o£ oadificiidsMd 
ccrwjtids ? and that, too, at the ^pense of (me 
tfabusand and fiixty*four, (that is, more than one- 
hal^) kiHM and wounded, ont of something abo^ 
twa thousand? 

^^'Is every redoiibt which the Americans cab 
thfow up in a short summer night, to be demol* 
ished at this expense ? How many such victories 
can we bear ? 

" Alas ! When I read in the Oeneral's letter 
the regular and formidaUe preparalaons for attack; 
* ten companies of grenadiers, ten of light infantry, 
with the fifth, dmty^ighth, forty-third, and fifty- 
secobd battalions, with a proportion of field artil- 
lery, under the command of Major Oeneral Howe 
and Brigs^dier General Pigot;' and these < landed 
on the peninsula under the protection of ships of 
wta, armed vessels, and boats,' and their dreadftd 
&pe; when i had read this, I (x>ncluded that die 
next Hues would inform us of the immediate aiid 
precipitate ftight of the Yankees. Judge, then, 
d my surprise when I read that (insteiad of being 
it all dismayed or struck with the Sandwich 
panic,) * large columns' of these cowards 'were 
seen pouring in to their assistance.' 

" Well, but then comes * an application for the 
troops to be reinforced with some companies of 
light infantry and grenadiers, the forty-seventh 
battalion, and the first battalion of marines.' 
They will certainly, thought I, scamper away 
9* 
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iuMTi JUmI no. lSi0ysiKfAiA6ght* Aidtm 
evaplete my istaiiiihteeal« I OBtttKHtfiid ibi.3e»» 
eml Cktge's ietter, wk^re cmr tvoops inere ifrlMD te 
WRitc, nov what becaane of them afier tiitiicitiOB.i 
whether they are returned to Boston, cm imim 
ventinred to ^camp without die Iowa,; what 
pmc9ieT» tbey have taken ; whai aivantoget ^he^ 
Sides five pieires of cannon,) vesnlt &om this 
bloody action; whether the war is im>w trt «i 
•ad, or wi»t ihe troopis piwpose to^do nett. 

'^To be senxms; I am, Ibr mf own paart, cM* 
viiKed thsd the event of Ibts eiiecrahle dwa^^mng 
k (decided ; and thect befdre winliefc, ^re ^U n«t 
he a sBig^le soldier of Ldrd Bute's and Load 
Mandfield's itiemenafy troops kft wpon Iheicon^ 
Deht of Amefieo. 

<* With what consolation those noble kvr^ vnii 
wipe away die teeLrs of the wi&yw aiid orpham* 
(«B wall Ba^isb as AnMrioain^) whicii thaM 
Moody Stuart measures ham ocoastoiiedy I tmh 
met tell ; bni I kaowahat idy eyes will gush «Qi 
with joy when they see Ike authors of oair dame9» 
At misearies receiTe^w^iat I belieiw they will soea 
ft^re) tfaenr just i^fwwcd." 

Further observations, "1 have the highest 
idea of General Howe*s military charactei*, yet 
cannot help wondering how he came to 6ttfiet 
ihe provincials to escape, and even carry off th^ir 
dead, when drove from llieir strong lines ; for 
1 conceive it very easy to have destroyed the 
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wiloio body, «ter ^lhfc%ag ii«m «d yodchufy 
ftOift tbeir intefiohsi^tits, if Mt. Gftg« i* s ttftt id 
to tell "diie 9t^ry right. I c«&'t hdp obMrvkigi 
mlio, iImI I never before heaid of no UMAyMm^i 
hi pTQ^porticn to the ntiittben being liUed Mid 
trmmded frmi redoti^ made in iqut liMirft, «id 
fmm lot pieces of eaiinon only, in tboae vfdenbtft, 
to o|^N>se above one hundred pieces. I tlMfelbfe 
«ttepect that the disagreeable «cene is not nnAildedi 
''One or both of th^ following ooncfl oiMm 
must be drawn frcnn this narration : the Ameri- 
cans are either the cl eT e r e s t fellows in the world 
at making strong lines in three or four hours, or 
the tno^ de^pMdfate elMimy in defending them; 
k0i by Bfei Omgv's account, tfasy lolled and 
wouiiM ttest htdf his army in maioimig m$ 
ttbo<it itfai^ bundred yBords under a oamfdetd^tram 
^'^utiiiery, and fdi the fiie of the nary to xortr 
dtedi ; trhi^, by this aceoont, is a sew ihnlMitiEi 
«f MRcessAil defence from one nightly hbn* 
HihyCM ! by this rule, tlie Aniericane -wiU pvft 
owtrMe amy into tbe gr&ve m hospiiale kk 
dire* er foot nights' woffc, mnd an hoair*i^ fire ila 
«ft^ n^tning. I de not- reintobt^ precibely, bol 
im iq$ to believe that iAi»re were not so mamf 
efficters killed and wounded at tke bsttfe of Hi»* 
dm, thoogk the English regiments suslabdM Ae 
^^Arev ef tW vrbuAs Fre^h army fer a boik6id«»^ 
iM«time. A six-gun battety, tU ^roddotim «C4 
night's digging, had there been ten thcusan I men 
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Hi fMod it) GouMneyelr Jbate made sti<^ havbe 
aguii9t' a vast train of artiU^t and the iiremt^ 
jUe fife of otUr ships, whieh would sweep all 
bd^MEe them, from every acre of that pemBsuku 
BiU the trae story is not tdd. A Methodisi seo- 
letary and a Scotch printer can do more thaa 
our people ; they pay off the sins of omission and 
commission of the day, by a long prayer at night* 
and thus settle accounts between God and the 
pe^e in an hour's devotion." 



** London, August 8, 1776. 
**The account of the late action between the 
Americans and the troops of (General Gra^, i» 
one of &e most evasive and unsatisfactory diat 
ever yet obtruded on the public, even through the 
dMomel of a ministerial paper; and yet it is 
every way worthy of the victory which it afiecls 
to describe. The Getieral sent out ^soniething 
abore two thousand men,' of whom, something 
above Imlf, (i. e., 1063,) are either killed o^ 
wounded. The (General, however, takes care 
not to mention how many hours virere emfdoyed 
in the prosecution of this hopeful business, but, 
nevertheless, pretends to tell us that great num- 
bers of the enemy were destroyed; and seems to 
have employed his soldiers in digging up sttch a« 
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tmr* 4Mmbd. im koi^ that he MiJeihthav^^pUwsr 

to ascertain the value of km 'OBaqm&A. 

^ Wjtk all die ranitf of a nfiilyafy mati he 
pifAsBB the^cimdaet -of the officen widefr h£i com* 
msLtkd; hot pradently tnnttks to aay ^kathsi ah]? 
soeli advantage has been gained as mmy make 
ti^ Ibr the tost ci one I^^utoaant Colonel, two 
MajorS) seven Captains, nine Lieutenants, fif- 
tdeh Sergeants, one DnmHin^, one inuubed and 
iMnetf^nfto lanlc wA iie, killed $ and three Bfe* 
jors, twenty-seven Captains, thirty-twof LioileiD^ 
ants, eight Ensigns, forty Sergeants, twelve 
DrunimefS) atid Jrov^n hundred aid m nmk and 
filer MSmufedi fund umSxiot service. In short, if, 
)8iffaty»:tiiae the General seads out ids brace of 
4ji#i^MidiB, Ae ^ne h^lf of them shall^Uher drop 
iwr* W'-Teildeffed useless* we shall' booq. see wf^ 
m^ t^. fSm wm M Amerioa, ibut it caxuaot he qx* 
fUUA to 'teTiMaate ia our owa favors 
t. A* The ministry received this -account several 
da^n^ iletoe it was anvounoed^ but were either 
IMibtapr unwilling t^cQok it up for the. public, 
^ after their despatches had been sent away^ 
X!k. piititer may rety on ;thi& assurwice iroia one 
i^^Miia piii^te letters will ^always reach, hixn 
nani^aiaiaed and uncastrated by the spies pf 
t^vemmeat. GSeneral Gage is Imi too well cop- 
nilic^ that fuch another victory would oblige 
Ifim,^ re-^embark h^ troops wai sail immediately 
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fbr- Banfi^iid, without attempttng any Atitber n^ 
duction of the Amaricazis. 

■'* The Captain who brought these de^Mtohes 
fnHa Boston, was conunanded to declare he bad 
great news of the defeat of the Americans, tho^gh 
he had assured many people, in the towns through 
which he passed on his way to London, that he 
was afraid the accounts he brought would throw 
the whole nation into disorder, and direct its ¥en-^ 
geance on the advisers of hootib measures in 
America." 

General Burgoyne to Lml Stanly : 

*» Boston, June 25, 1775. 
'* Boston IS a peninsula, joined to the main laud 
only by a natrdw neck, which, on dite ftrst tustt- 
bles, t^enejral Gage fortified*; aftns of the sea attd 
the harbor snrround the rest on lh« other sMe. 
On one of these arms, to the north, is Chark^- 
town ; or rather was, for it iis now rublush ; and 
over it is a large hill, which is edsd (tike Botloii) 
a peninsula. To the south of the town is a slill 
lai^er slope of ground, containing three bills, 
joining also to the main by a tongue of land, and 
called Dorchester Neck. The He^tSj aar^bove 
described, both north and south, (in the soMu^ 
phrase,) command the town 5 that is, give an 
opportunity of erecting batteries above any tbit 
you can make against them, and consequent^ 
are much more advantageous. It was absolutely 
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neeeseary we should nmke ounsehres nii»t«n of: 
^ese Heights, and we pt«^sed to begin yMt 
IK>rchester ; because, fVom the particular situatiwi 
ti( batteries and shippfing, (too long to desert, and 
Hormtelligible to you if I did,) it would evi^^ntly be 
^Ifecfed without any considerable loss. Svseryv 
thing was acoordingiy disposed; my two od- 
leagues and myself (wlio, by the by, haT© ntver 
iliflenKl in one jot of miliary sentiment) luid,'iai 
eoncett with General Crage, formed the ^Uru 
Howe was to land ^e tmnspcnrts on the poll; 
Clinton in the centre, and I was to oaamonada 
from die causewiiy or the Neok ; each to tiJce 
advantage of dfeumetaiices. The open^OM muU 
Iiftve been very easy. This was. to have beeii exi^ 
eitted on the eighteenth. On the 9e4eiifeBCQ((i&, 
mt -dawn of day, we found the enemy ha^^died 
i n t fenehments with great d^igenoe during tliie 
nighty en the Heights of Ohttrie8town> and ite 
cfTidendy miw that every hcmr gave dient fteak 
Mwwgth . It therefore became necessary to aker 
our pkm, and attack on that side. Howe, as 
sedcfnd in: command, was detached with aAwut two 
thousand mea^ and knded on the outward 9ide of 
tkep^insula, coveied widi shipping and without 
oppositioii; he was to advance Arom tlrenee uj[) 
the hill« which was <^ver Charlestownv where the 
sdrengdi of the enemy lay; he had und^ ham. 
_Ari|idier (General P%ot. Clinton atid'* myself 
tQQk->eiir stand (for we<had liot any fixed post^iiR 
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9 laift battery direotly offposaie to ChatkaUiwi^ 
tod commanded it, axid also, reaching Ae keigkta 
above it, and thereby facilitating Howo'a atadc; 
Howo'a du^sition vna exceedingly soldier4ftk«; 
ia my opinion it was perfect As his first asm 
adranieed up the hill they met mth ^ thoMSRiad 
impediments from strong fences, and wese mmA 
exposed;. They were also exceedingly hurt hy 
Muiketry from Ghariestown, though CUntoift i^ 
I did not pezceire it till Howe sent us wovd 1^ a 
baalv and desired us, to set fite to the towm, w\ddk 
mw imnediatdy done; we threw a paoroe^ of 
ttnUsi and the whole was i ns ta n^ in flames. 
O110 httlteary afierwards kept an tncessant iie ^ 
A» Heights; it was seconded by a numbet of 
flifflM t w , floating baHeries, and mm shifHof^tke^ins. 
And now ensued one of the graetest scenes a^^wai 
tkhit cmt be conoeiiired : if we look to the^ HbigfalB^ 
Howie's c<»<ps ascmMiing the hill, and in iiie Ako 
of in ti e nA ments, and in a Tery disadhraiMaqgearM 
gnmnd, wasmudi engaged ; to the left, the enemy 
peuring" in fredi troqps by thoosaads, cmm lim 
kmd and the arm of the sea^ omr aUps aud float* 
mg battsrias canaonadilig them ; stfaigkt \mkfm 
us a lar^ and imbk town in one great Uaae^ 
ike ekun&h steeples beihg timbet, were gre«l|^nm« 
nids of lire above ihaieat; behsnd us, thedihfah 
■bsepks and heights of ouy own eamp, ooveMd 
^HAi spectatom of the rest of oav khof, wttA 
fpa»«4;aged; tha hiUa tonui the cdmitty MmMt $ i 
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widi spectators, the enemy all in anxioos sn^iise, 
the roar of cannon, mortars and mttsk^ry, ikm 
'cra^ of churches, ships upon the stocks, and 
whole streets felling togeUier, to fill the ear; the 
st<Hm of the redoubts, with the objects above 
ddsoribed, to fill the eye ; and the refiection that, 
perhaps, a defeat was a findl loss to dxe Britiih 
Entire in America, to fill the mind; made the 
^hole a picture and a ck>mplieation of horror vai 
in^rtance beyond anything that ever ca;me to 
my lot to be witness to. I much lametit Tom's 
[the Honomble Thomas Staikley, Esquire, nephew 
t6 General Burgoyne, and brother to Lord Stanley, 
a volunteer in the army] absence ; it was a sight 
for a young soldiet that die longest service mojr 
nd4 furtiii^ dgain ; and had he beeii with m^^ he 
wottM likewise hitve been etct of danger; for, 
esaeft two cannon balls that went a hundred 
yitids over our heads,, we were ndt in tojr prirt of 
the direction of the enemy's shot. A momelit of 
the day was criti6al ; Howe's left were staggered • 
tmv baltatioBS had been sent to reinforce dtem,. 
but we perceived them ob the beach, seeming in 
fflEubarrassment what way to march. dkitoD, 
then^ next for business, took the part, without Wait- 
ing for OTders, to thrbw himself into a boat to 
h^flld them ; he arrived in time to be of service ; 
^ day ended with glory^ and &e sucidesi was 
mofflk in^rtaat^ coni$idering the alsdenikitoy it 
gave the regular troops ; biit tlii^ lobs was vekiotit^- 
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n»»y ia officers for the numbers engaged. Howe 
was untouched, but his md-de-camp, Shetwin, 
was kUled ; Jordan, a frieiid of Howe's, who came 
^^go-g^ ^ de ccBur^ to see the campaign, (a ^lip^ 
mate of ours on board the Cerberus, and who 
acted as aid-de-camp,) is badly wounded. Pigot 
was unhurt, but he behaved like a hero. You 
will see the list of the loss. Poor Colonel Aber- 
CTombie, who commanded the grenadiers, died 
yesterday of his wounds. Captain Addison, our 
poor old friend, who arrived but the day befoie, 
and was to have dined with me on the day of the 
action, was also killed ; his son was upon the field 
at the same time. Major Mitchell is but very 
slightly hurt ; he is out already. Young Chet- 
wynd's wound is also slight. Lord Percy's r^fi- 
ment has suffered the most, and behaved the beitt ; 
his lordship himself was not in the action. Lord 
Bowden behaved to a charm^ his name is estab- 
lished for Ufe." 

[Obe^rvations on the above, in the Oppositioo 

paper, addressed] 
"To General Burgoyne : 

" Sir : In reading the newspapers, I find an 
extract of a letter, which it is said you wrote a ffew 
days af^er the battle of Charlestown, to a nol4e 
Lord in England ; and I take notice you close yoat 
narration of that important day's work, by saying; 
•the day ended with glory.' r 
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** As I am totally at a loss to know what part 
of the day's conduct was crowned with so much 
* glory ' on your part, permit me, sir, to inquk« 
Aether it was such a ' glorious ' achievement, 
for upwards of two thousand regular disciplined 
troops, being the flower of the British army, 
headed by the most approved and experienced 
generals, with part of the train of artillery, sup- 
p<nrted and covered with one ship-of-the-line, a 
number of frigates and floating batteries, and a 
large battery on Copp's Hill, in which General 
Clinton and you took your stand, and which com- 
manded the town, to dislodge a much inferior 
number of American militia, from a slender de- 
fence which they had but four hours to prepare, f<^ 
it was twelve o'clock before either spade or pick- 
axe entered the ground, and the Lively, ship-of- 
war, firedupon them at four next morning, and soon 
after the battery abo^e mentioned began to play ? 

" Was it, indeed, such a * glorious ' action, with 
all this tremendous apparatus of war, and under all 
^se advantageous circumstances, in the space of 
twelve hours to kill seventy-seven, and wound two 
hundred and seventy-eight Americans, (twenty- 
eight of whom were captivated,) and take five 
small pieces of cannon, which they had not time 
to place ? Nor was all this efllected till they had 
sustained your fire from four o'clock in the niom- 
mg till four o'clock in the afternoon ; being then 
quite worn down with fatigue, and their ammu- 
nition wholly expended, were obliged to retreat. 
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"Your representation of the transactions of 
thftt day, does the Americ^n^ an honor you never 
intended. All Europe will revere the fortitude, 
and stand surprised at the finoness and valor, of 
this handful of brave, though undisciplined men. 
, **0r was it, indeed, such a * glorious' sight 
to view the field strewed with the mangled corpses 
of a few brave and virtuous Americans ? Or to 
see the agonies and hear the piercing shrieks and 
dying groans of Abercrombie, Pitcairn, and phove 
a thousand others of those who were brought 
.hither to crush the rising liberty of An^erica, but 
who now lay weltering in their gore? Or to 
behold the inexpressible anguish of the widows 
and orphaps made by that day's ^wicked attempt 
to enslave America ? 

** If such a scene as this is ' glorious ' \a. your 
eyes, Americans are of opposite sentiments; 
they lament the loss of those brave Britons, whose 
life and blood should have been reserved for a 
cause of justice against the natural enemies of 
Eng^i^men. Americans mourn over the woiuids 
you compel thejoa to give, and heartily sympathize 
with those widows and orphans you forced theP^ 
to make. 

** But perhaps it was your laying Charlestown 
in ashes, that has elated your mind, and led you 
to conclude that *the day ended with glory.' 
Remember, sir, any parricide, any- assassin* tbe 
greatest of villains, with proper materials, caa^^iet 
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wooden buildings on fire, especially when they 
themselves are as far out of danger as you weie 
at that time. 

" Was it, indeed, * glorious ' to see whole 
streets falling together in flaming ruins, owned 
by subjects second to none for their loyalty to the 
monarch of Britain, wlio, by the way, have now 
sprung to their arms, determined to check the 
bloody career of ipinisterial vengeance, or perish 
in the attempt ? 

"Was there any necessity, from the exigency 
of the day, for this wanton waste of English 
property, to the amount of one hundred thpusand 
pounds sterling? You yourself acknowledged 
tliat neither Clinton nor you perceived any firing 
from the town of Charlestown, on the troops under 
Lord Howe; nor did anybody else see any; for 
I now appeal to his lordship's candor, whether it 
was possible that his troops could have been an« 
noyed by the Americans from any of the houses 
in Charlestown, provided those houses had been 
fdn of them ? The town of Charlestown was 
always in yt)ur power, and you might have set it 
on fire at any hour when you pleased. 

"Would it not have been less inglorious to 
have reserved it for the use of your own troops, 
7^0 have since loaded you with many a curse, 
while sufiering in cold and rain, for want of 
Iming covered in those very buildings you de- 
stroyed! 

10* 
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♦« If tJw i? yo^^ idea of * ^lary,' I shall %lMk 
4u^ iki^j mi the i^artial 90ul you cUscpve?, ip 
lamenting the absence of your nephew, Tb^nu^ 
§tiM^ey, Esquire, because you were out of the 
4ireption of the An^erican shot, pretty near of 
9, piece. 

" Liberty, peace and gldry, tp botji cowlri^ is 
thp yoke of Ammca." 



Eiitraet of a letter from Mr. Grant, one of the 
siqrgeons of the British Military Hospital in 
Boston, to a friend in Westminster, dated Jun^ 
?3, 177^, 

*^ { l^lYe scarce time sufficient tq ei^t piy ip^i^k ; 
tJiereforp you must expect but a few JliQes* I 
^¥9^ been ^p two nights, assisted with four mates, 
w^s^ing our men of the wounds they rec^iTed 
;the last engf^ement. Many of the wounded ^^ 
4aily 4ying, and many must have both legs aiji- 
pi|ta(e4* The provincials had either exhausted 
theijf ball, or t]iey w^re deterpiin^d that evefy 
wound shpuld prpv^ mortal. Their musk^ 
were charged with old nails and angular jrieces 
of iron ; and froi^ most of pur men being WAun4ied 
in. th? legSj we are inclined to believe it wa9 tl^eir 
4es)^n, not wisl^i^g to kill the m^n, but le^ve it^^ 
;^ burdens on i^s, tp. e;xhaust ou^ prc^yiwixft ai)^ 
engage our attention, as well as to intimi4^;j^t^ 
irest of the soldiery." 
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Bxliact of a letter from an officer of rank to a 
gentleman in London, dated, Boston, June 18, 
1775, 

" We left Cork early in April, and after a very 
tedious and disagreeable passage of seven weeks, 
arrived )iere on the sixteenth day of this month. 
On our landing, we found everything in the 
utmost confusion, partly arising from the mur- 
murs of the soldiery ; the difference of opinion 
among the superior officers; the want of fresh 
provisions ; the general unhealthiness of the 
troops, and, above all, the misery of the wretched 
inhabitants, destitute of food, raiment, or property. 
Whether it was an aggregate of all these, or a 
weakness arising from a sea-sicknessi which com- 
menced at the cove of Cork, and only left me on 
my landing, I will not pretend to say, but I have 
been totally confined to my room since last Sat- 
urday. Yesterday morning, the troops were 
ordered under arms at three o'clock, on a boat 
being sent from one of the ships of war to ac- 
quaint us that the provincials were raising works 
in order to besiege us, and put us between cross 
fires. Feeble as I was, I arose and dressed my- 
self, and went down to the head-quarters to offer 
my service. There were two reasons, however, 
which prevented their acceptance; one was the 
state of my health, the other that the regiment I 
banged to was not ordered out. The troops 
desdned for that service were landed on the 
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Charlestuwn side between eight and nine o^clock^ 
but on account of the number of the provincials, 
the troops did not begin the attack for a consid- 
erable time. In the prodigious confusion this 
place is now in, all I can tell now is, that the 
troops behaved with the most unexampled bra- 
very, and after an engagement of nearly five 
hours, we forced" the provincials from their posts, 
redoubts, and intrenchments, one by one. This 
victory has cost us very dear, indeed, as wc have 
lost some of the best officers in the service, and a' 
great number of private men. Nor do I see that 
we enjoy one solid benefit in return, or are likely 
to reap from it any one advantage whatever. We 
have, indeed, learned one melancholy truth, which 
is, that the Americans, if they were equally well 
commanded, are full as good soldiers as ours; 
and as it is, are very little inferior to us, even in 
discipline and steadiness of countenance. This 
sudden, unexpected affair, has had, howev^, 
one good effect upon me, for I find myself miK^ 
better. 

"P. S. Since I wrote the above, I fell ipjo 
conversation with a gentleman who was present 
in both actions, and who told me that the King's 
troops must have been totally destroyed in each, 
had the provincials known their own strength, 
particularly on the former's retuf^i from Lexing- 
ton to Boston, on the 19th of April." 
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Extract of a kUer fxom an officer on board one ot 
the King's ships at Boston, to his firiend in 
London, datied Jtme 23, 1775. 
'*0& the eyening of the sixteenth we were 
informed that the "provincials were erecting a 
battery %a the Heights near Charlestown, and 
diat ^ey intended from thence to bombard the 
town of Boston. Early on the seventeenth, we 
were alarmed with an account that they had 
been at w<urk upon it all night, and had nearly 
completed it. We were immediately ordered to 
land some battalions, and in the meantime our 
great guns were fired against those who aj^ared 
to be busily employed at the battery. Whether 
our shot did not reach far enough to create any 
confusion among them, or it was owing to their 
resolution, I cannot say; but certain it is, that 
tbe moment they discovered the landing of our 
troops, they formed in order of battle, and so fax 
from retreating, as we expected, they marched 
towards us with the utmost coolness and regu- 
larity. Nothing can exceed the panic and appa- 
rent dislike of most of the King's troops to enter 
Into this engagement ; even at the landing, sev- 
eral attempted to run away, and five actually 
took to their heels in order to join the Americans, 
but were presently brought back, and two of them 
were immediately hung up in terrorem to the 
rest They, for Ae most part, openly express a 
didike to the service in which they are engaged^ 

\ 
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and notfamg but the feai of military pumshment 
prevents their daily deserting. The generais, 
perceiving the strength and order of the provin- 
cials, ordered a reinforcement to join the troops 
already landed, but before they came up, the can- 
nonading on both sides began. The provincials 
poured down like a torrent, and fought like men 
who had no care for their persons ; they disputed 
every inch of ground, and their numbers were £Bir 
superior to ours. The King's troops gave way 
several times^ and it required the utmost efbrts 
of the generals to rally Uiem. At the beginning 
of the engagement, many of them absolutely 
turned their backs, not expecting so hot a fire 
from the Americans ; the latter feigned a retreat, 
in order, as we suppose, to draw our troops after 
them, and by that means to cut them in pieces; 
and we are informed that General Ward had a 
reserve of four thousand men for that puzpoae. 
The King's troops, concluding that the Amencaas 
quitted the field through fear, pursued them under 
that apprehension, but did not proceed far enough 
to be convinced by that fatal experience, which 
was, as we hear, designed for them, of their mis- 
take. 1J*he engagement lasted upwards of four 
hours, and ended infinitely to our disadvantage. 
The flower of our army are killed or wounded. 
During the engagement, Charlestown was set on 
fire by the King's troops, in order to stop the 
progress of the provincials, who, after their attapi 
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zetreai, returned, to attack them ; W I think it 
was a wanton act of the King's troops, who cer- 
tainly, after they had joined the main body of our 
army, had no occasion to take that method of 
retarding the return of the Americans, who, upon 
perceiving that General Ward stood still with his 
reserre, laid aside their intentions. 

** Our troops are sickly, and a great number are 
afflicted with the scurvy, occasioned by the want 
of fresh provisions. ^ I heartily wish myself with 
you and the rest of my friends, and the first op- 
portunity that offers, I will sell out and return, for 
at the best, only disgrace can arise in the service 
of such a cause as that in which we are engaged. 
The Americans ^re not those poltroons I myself 
was once taught to believe them to be ; they are 
men of liberal and noble sentiments ; their very 
characteristic is the love of liberty ; and though I 
am an officer under the King of Great Britain, I 
tacitly admire their resolution and perseverance 
a^inst the present oppressive measures of the 
ftritish Government." 



Extract of a letter from a merchant in Boston to 
his brother in Scotland, dated June 24, 1775. 
"From the nineteenth of April to the seven- 
teenth of June, nothing very material has hap- 
pened. On the twelfth of June the General 
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i^stled a prt'clamation offering Ids Majesty's nuMC 
gracious pardon to all who would lay down arms 
and return to their duty, excepting two of the 
ringleaders; and likewise establishing martial 
law in this province while this unnatural rebel- 
lion exists ; br.t no regard was paid to this. 

" On the seventeenth instant, at daylight, it was 
observed by some of the ships of war, that the 
rebels had thrown up an intrenchment on a hiil 
on the other side of the river, about one mile from 
this town. The alarm about this new movemes^ 
of theirs was general ; for from this, if they wef9 
suffered to go on, they could beat down or bum 
the town. At nine o'clock, a battery on an emi^ 
nence in this town, directly opposite to their works, 
began to play upon them, but found they could 
not dislodge them. 

" The rebels fired a few shots into this town, 
and then desisted, for their shot did no execution. 
Eighteen hundred of the best of the troops w^pe 
immediately ordered to embark on board of botln 
and go and engage them, under the command of 
General Howe. About three o'clock they landed 
on the other side, about half a mile from the 
rebels, under the cover of five or six ships of war, 
who kept a continual fire on the ground between 
the place of landing and the enemy, who chose to 
lie close iti their breastworks all this time. As 
soon as the troops had got themselves in order, 
they began to advance, cannonading all the way 
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Ifttt ^0y Came within gunshot. Charleslown^ on 
tke fbet of the hill, consisting of about two hun- 
fbred houses, waiS set on fire by the fort on this 
side, At the instant the engagement began, whose 
dames mged in the most rapid manner, being 
chiefly of wood. Sure I am, nothing ever has 
b*«n, or can be, more dreadfully terrible, than 
wtoftt was to be seen and heard at this time ! The 
iM3t incessant discharge of guns that ever was 
heard with mortal ears continued for three quar*- 
Wik of an hour, and then the troops forced their 
titaehes, iBtnd the rebels fied. 

«« The place where the battle was fou^t, is » 
p8fito9ul«l of a mile long, and a half broad, and 
liie troops drove them over the Neck and kept the 
iftllitid. All this was seen from this town. 

•*A vety small part of the enemy's intrench* 
dMItd wfts seen on this side, it being only thought 
to: be tile work of a night; but their chief breast- 
19«nks were on the other side of the hill ; it was 
fotfiid to be the strongest post that was ever occu- 
pied by any set of men, and the prisotiers that 
iih»ife «Kken, say diey were nine thousand Strong, [!]' 
ftlld had a good artillery. [!] Five cannons were 
istkeA. The spirit and bravery that the British 
troops exhibited on this occasion, I suppose is not 
W be surpAsssed in any history. But oh ! the 
UMlaiHJholy s«fifht of killed and wounded that \Ma« 
isiieti on thmf dtfy! In four hours after their 
IklMlditig, not less than five hundred wounded w^ra 
11 
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relanded here, and one hundred and forty vrefe 
left dead on the field, amongst whom \vas a Inige 
proportion of brave officers, viz., thirty-six killed, 
and forty-four wounded; three hundred of the 
rebels were killed, and thirty-six wounded left on 
the field, but they carried off great numbers of 
their wounded on their retreat. To the great sat- 
isfaction of all good men. Doctor Warren was 
slain, who was one of their first and greatest 
leaders. 

" Early next morning I went over and saw the 
field of battle, before any of the dead were buried, 
which was the first thing of the sort that I ever 
saw, and I pray God I may never have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the like again. The rebek are 
employed since that day fortifying all the hills 
and passes within four miles, to prevent the troops 
from advancing into the country. We hourly 
expect the troops to make a movement against 
them, but they are too few in number, not less 
than twenty thousand being ecpial to the iadc, 
I cannot help mentioning one thing, which serves 
to show the hellish disposition of the accursed 
rebels : by parcels of ammunition that weire teft 
on the field, their balls were all found to be 
poisoned. [!] 

" Thus, brother, I have endeavored to give you 
a short account of the desperate state of matters 
here since my last, and shall sum up the whole 
with one single observation, viz., the delusion that 
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tmgnB here is as oniyersal and as deeply rooted 
as tan be found in the annals of mankind ; and 
of all other rebellions that ever existed in the 
world, it is the most unprovtdLed. 

" I am, &c." 



[The following letter, written by Henry Hulton, 
Esq., Commissioner of his Majesty's Customs 
at Boston, is a precious specimen of that arro- 
gance and impertinence with much of which 
our fathers were insulted. Let the reader mark 
the amiable spirit of the writer when he reasons 
that it is a dreadful thing to kill Englishmen, 
or to make English widows and orphans, but 
that to do the same with regard to Americans 
is but a pleasant pastime.] 

" Boston, June 20, 1775. 
** Deak &m : I had the favor of a letter frcmx 
you about two mcmths ago. For these two months 
past our situation has been critical and alarming, 
die town being blockaded, and the whole country 
in arms all around us. The people have not 
only cut us off hom. all supplies, but they do their 
utmost to prevent any kind of provision being 
brought us from the neighboring ports ; and as we 
were surprised into these circumstances, I wonder 
we have held out so long as we have done. We 
have bread, salt nibat, and fresh fish, and there 
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af^pioafs m distreea for want of subsistence 
Mapy diousauds of the inhahkaats iJ)aiulo&ed 
their dwellings, in apprehension thajt a speedy 
destruction would leill on the plaee ; and, indeed* 
we have been wonderfully preserved. The affiur 
of the 19th of April prevented the execution of a 
diabolical plot, and had not the troops gonie out 
on the 17th instant, it is probable that the town at 
this hour would have been in ashes. The rein- 
forcement to the £urmy from England came very 
timely, for the generals only awaited the arrival 
of these regiments to enter upoa action. 

♦* We are now very anxious for the arrival of 
the second division, and I am afraid it will be 
necessary to have another to that, before the army 
can operate effectually round Uiis place. The 
country is very strong by nature, and the rel^ 
have possessed themselves of all the advantageous 
posts, and have thrown up intrenchments in many 
peurts. From the heights of this place, we have 
a view of the whole town, the harbor, and country 
round for a great extent, and last Saturday I wfus 
a spectator of a most awful scene my eyes ever 
beheld. On the morning of the iL7th, it was ob- 
served that the rebe^ls had thrown up a breaat- 
work, and were preparing to open a battery upon 
the Heights above Charlestown, from whence 
they might incommode the sh4>ping, and destvoy 
the north part of Boston. Immediately a canncm- 
ading begfin from the batt^ery in the noi^ part of 
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the town and the ships of war, on those woths^ 
and on the enemy, wherever they could he dis- 
covered within reach of their guns. Soon aftwr 
eleven o'clock, the grenadiers, light infantry, ma- 
rines, and two hattalions marched out of their 
encampments, and embarked in boats, and before 
high water were landed on a point of land to the 
eastward of Charlestown, and they immediately 
took post on a little eminence. Great was our 
trepidation lest they should be attacked by supe- 
rior numbersr, before they could be all assembled 
and properly prepared, but more boats arrived, 
and the whole advanced, some on the other side, 
round the hill where the battery was erected, and 
some through part of Charlestown. On that side 
of the hill which was not visible from Boston, it 
seems very strong Hues were thrown up, and 
were occupied by many thousands of the rebels. 
The troops advanced with great ardor towards 
the intrenchments, but were much galled in the 
assault, both from the artillery and the small arms, 
and many brave officers and men were killed and 
wounded. As soon as they got to the intrench- 
ments, the rebels fled, and many of them were 
mlled hi the trenches and in their flight. The 
marines, in marching through part of Charles- 
town, were fired at from the houses, and there 
fell their brave commander. Major Piteaim. His 
son was likewise wounded. Hearing his father 
was killed, he cried out, < I have lost my fuller;* 
11* 
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hDnediately the corps returned, *We have lost 
our father. ' How glorious to die with such an 
epitaph [ 

" TJpon the firing ^om the houses, the td^vn 
was immediately set in flames, and at four o'clock, 
we saw the fire and the sword, all the horrors of 
war raging. The town was huming all the 
night; the rebels sheltered themselves in the adja- 
cent hills, and the neighborhood of Cambridgse, 
and the army possessed themselves of Chariea- 
town Neck. We were exuhing in seeing the 
flight of our e^nemies, but in an hour oar two we 
had occasion to mourn and lament. Dear was 
the purchase of our safety ! In the erening the 
streets were filled with the wounded and the dly* 
ing ; the sight of which, with the lamentations of 
the women and children over their husbands and 
fk^ers, pierced one to the soul. W^ were wnm 
every moment hearing of some officer, or other 
of our friends and acquaintance, who had fallen 
in our defence, and in supporting the honor of 
our country. General Howe had his aid^- 
ca»p wounded, who is since dead. The Major 
and thtee Captains, of the SQni were kiHed, er 
died of their wounds, — ^most of the greaadsers 
and light in&ua(try, and about eighty efiieers, are 
kiifed and woi«nded. The rebels have occupied 
a hill about a mile from Charlestown Neck ; they 
are yery numerous, and have thrown up intrench- 
s, aind are raising a redoubt on the higher 



d by Google 



BAtTLE OP BXmKEIt HILL. W9 

part, whikt ihe ships and troops cannonade them 
wherever they can reach them. In the same 
manner, on the other side of Boston Neck, on the 
tngh. ground above Roxbury meeting [house,] the 
rebels are intrenching and raising a battery. 
Such is our present situation. In this army are 
many of noble family, many very respectable, 
virtuous, and amiable characters, and it grieves 
one, that gentlemen, brave British soldiers, should 
fall by the hands of such despicable wretches as 
compose the banditti of the country; amongst 
whom there is not one that has the least preten- 
sion to be called a gentleman. They are a most 
rude, depraved, degenerate race, and it is a mor- 
tification to us that they speak English, and can 
trace themselves from that stock. 

" Since Adams went to Philadelphia, one War- 
ren, a rascally patriot and apothecary of this 
town, has had the lead in the Provincial Con- 
gress. He signed commissions, and acted as 
President. This fellow happily was killed, in 
coming out of the trenches the other day, where 
he had commanded and spirited the people, &c., 
to defend the lines, which, he assured them, were 
impregnable. You may judge what the herd 
must be when such a one is their leader. Here 
it is only justice to say that there are many wor- 
thy people in this province, but that the chief of 
them are now in Boston, and that amongst the 
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gentlemen of die Council, particularly, are many 
respectable and worthy characters. 

" I beg my compliments to Mrs. N. and all 
friends with you, and remain, with great regard, 
" Dear sir, yours, 

«H. H." 
[Henry Hulton, Commissioner of the Customs 
at Boston.] 
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AMERICAN DOCUMENTS. 

In Maasachnsetts Committee of Safety, Cam- 
bridge, June 15, 1776. 

** Whereas, it appears of importance to the 
safety of this colony, that possession of the Hill 
c^ed Bunker's Hill, in Charlestown, be securely 
kept and defended, and also some one hill or hills 
on Dorchester Neck be likewise secured ; therefore, 

"Besolved, unanimously. That it be recom- 
mended to the Council of War, that the above 
mentioned Bunker's Hill be maintained by suffi- 
cient force being posted there ; and as the partic- 
ular situation of Dorchester Neck is unknown to 
this Committee, they desire that the Council of 
War take and pursue such steps respecting the 
same, as to them shall appear to be for the secu- 
rity of this colony." 

"June 17, 1775. 

" The following order was issued to the towns 
IB the Ticinity of Boston. 

*♦ To the Selectmen of the town of 

"Gentlemen: You are ordered instantly to 
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send all the town stock of powder you have to 
the town of Watertown, saving enough to furnish 
one pound to each soldier." 

"July 18, 1775. 

"This Committee have with great concern 
considered the advantages our enemies will de- 
rive from General Gage's misrepresentations of 
the battle of Charlestown, unless counteracted by 
the truth of that day's transactions being fairly 
and honestly represented to our friends and others 
in Great Britain ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That it be* humbly recommended to 
the honorable Congress now sitting at Water- 
town, to appoint a committee to draw up and 
transmit to Great Britain, as soon as possible,- a 
fair, honest, and impartial account of Uie late 
battle of Charlestown, on the 17th ultimo, so that 
ouJC friends and others in that part of die world, 
may not be in any degree imposed upon by 
General Grage's misrepresentations of that iBj*s 
transactions, and that they also be a Standkig 
Committee for that purpose." 

" July 11, 1775. 
" The honorable, the Congress of this colony, 
having passed a resolve that this Committee be 
appointed to draw up and transmit to Great Brit- 
ain a fair and impartial account (^ the late battle 
of Charlestown, as soon as possible; this Com* 
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mittee being exceedingly crowded with business, 
therefore, 

** Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Cooper, Rev. 
Mr. Gardner, and the Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher, be 
desired to draw up a true state of said action, as 
soon as may be, and lay it before this Committee." 

In Committee of Safety, July 25, 1775. 
" In obedience to the above order of Congress, 
this Committee have inquired into the premises, 
and upon the best information obtained, find that 
the commanders of the New England army, had, 
about the 14th ult., received advice that General 
Gktge had issued orders for a party of the troops 
under his command to post themselves on Bunker's 
Hill, a promontory just at the entrance of the 
peninsula of Charlestown, which orders were 
soon to be executed. Upon which it was deter- 
nnned, with the advice of this Committee, to send 
a party, who might erect some fortifications upon 
said hill, and defeat this design of our enen^ies. 
Accordingly, on the 16th ult., orders were issued 
that a detachment of one thousand men should^ 
that evening march to Charlestown, and intrench 
upon that hill. Just before nine o'clock they left 
Cambridge, and proceeded to Breed's Hill, situ- 
ated on the farther part of the peninsula » next 
to Boston ; for, by some mistake, this hill was 
marked out for the intrenchment instead of the 
other. Many things being necessary to be done 
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preparatory to the intrenchments being tlirewn 
up, (which could not be ' done before, lest the 
enemy should discover and defeat the design,) it 
was nearly twelve o'clock, before the works were 
entered upon; they were then carried on with 
the utmost diligence and alacrity, so that by the 
dawn of the day ^they had thrown up a small 
redoubt, about eight rods square. At this time a 
heavy fire began from the enemy's ships, a num- 
ber of floating batteries, and from a fortification 
of the enemy's upon Copp's Hill, in BostCHo, 
directly opposite to our little redoubt. An incea- 
sant shower of shot and bombs was rained by 
these upon our works, by which only one man 
fell; the provincials continued to labor indefeUi- 
gably till they had thrown up a small breastwork, 
extending from the east side of the redoubt to the 
bottom of the hill, but were prevented completing 
it by the intolerable fire of the enemy. 

" Between twelve and one o'clock, a number of 
boats and barges, filled with the regular troops 
from Boston, were observed approaching towards 
Charlestown. These troops landed at a place 
called Morton's Point, situated a little to the east* 
ward of our works. This brigade formed upon 
their landing, and stood thus formed till a second 
detachment arrived from Boston to join them. 
Having sent out large flank guards, they began a 
▼CTy slow march towards our lines. At this 
mstlmt smoke and flames were seen to arise froQi 
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the town of Charlestown, ^hich had been set on 
fire by the enemy, that the smoke might corer 
th'eir attack upon our Knes, and perhaps with a 
design to rout or destroy one or two regiments of 
provincials who had been posted in that town. 
If either of these was their design, they were 
disappointed, for the wind, shifting on a sudden, 
carried the smoke another way, and the regi- 
ments were already removed. The provincials, 
within their intrenchments, impatiently awaited 
the attack of the enemy, and reserved their fire 
till they came within ten or twelve rods, and then 
began a furious discharge of small arms. This 
fire arrested the enemy, which they for some time 
returned, without advancing a step, and then re- 
treated in disorder, and with great precipitation, 
to the place of landing ; and some of them sought 
refuge even within their boats. Here the ofiicers 
were observed, by the spectators on the opposite 
shore, to run down to them, using the most pas- 
sionate gestures, and pushing the men forward 
with their swords. At length they were rallied, 
and marched up with apparent reluctance towardvs 
the intrenchment. The Americans again reserved 
their fire until the enemy came up within five ot* 
six rods, and a second time put the regulars to 
fiight, who ran in great con^sion towards their 
•boats. Similar and superior exertions were now 
necessarily made by the ofiicers, which, notwith- 
standing the men discovered an ahaost insup^lr- 
12 
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able reluctance to fighting in this cause, were 
again successful. They formed once more, and 
having brought some cannon to bear in such a 
manner as to rake the inside of the breastwork 
from one end of it to the other, the provincials 
retreated within their little fort. The ministerial 
army now made a decisive effort ; the fire from 
the ships and batteries, as well as from the can- 
non in front of their army, was redoubled. The 
officers in the rear of their army were observed to 
goad forward the men with renewed exertions, 
and they attacked the redoubt on three sides at 
once. The breastwork on the outside of the fort 
was abandoned; the ammunition of the provin- 
cials was expended, and few of their arms were 
fixed with bayonets. Can it then be wondered 
that the word was given by the commander of 
the party, to retreat ? But this he delayed till 
the redoubt was half filled with regulars, and 
the provincials had kept the enemy at bay some 
time, confronting them with the butt end of their 
muskets. 

" The retreat of this little handful of brave men 
would have been effectually cut off, had it not 
happened that the flanking party of the enemy, 
which was to have come up on the back of the 
redoubt, was checked by a party of prcivincials, 
who fought with the utmost bravery, and kept 
them from advancing farther than the beach. 
The engagement of these two parties was kept 
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tq) with the utmost vigor ; and it must be ac- 
knowledged that this party of the ministerial 
troops evidenced a courage worthy of a better 
cause. All their efforts, however, were insuffi- 
cient to compel the provincials to retreat, till their 
main body had left the hill. Perceiving this was 
done, they then gave ground, but with more reg- 
ularity than could be expected of troops who had 
no longer been under discipline, and many of 
whom never before saw an engagement. 

"In this retreat, the Americans had to pass 
over the Neck, which joins the peninsula of 
Charlestown to the main land. This Nepk was 
commanded by the Glasgow man-of-war, and two 
floating batteries, placed in such a manner as that 
their shot raked every part of it. The incessant 
jfire kept up across this Neck, had, from the 
beginning of the engagement, prevented any con- 
siderable reinforcement from getting to the pro- 
vincials upon the hill, and it was feared would 
cut off their retreat, but they retired over it with 
little or no loss. 

M With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the 
ministerial troops again took possession of the 
hill, which had served them as. a retreat in their 
flight from the battle of Concord. It was ex- 
pected that they would prosecute the supposed 
advantage they had gained, by marching imme- 
diately to Cambridge, which was distant about 
two miles, and which was not then in a state of 
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defence. This they ikiled to do. The vronieT 
excited by such conduct soon ceased, when, by 
the best accounts from Boston, we were told fliat 
of three thousand men who marched out upon 
this expedition, no less than fifteen hundred 
(ninety-two of whom were commissioned officers,) 
were killed or wounded and about twelve hun- 
dred of them either killed or mortally wounded. 
Such a slaughter was perhaps never before made 
upon British troops in the space of about an hour, 
during which the heat of the engagement lasted, 
by about fifteen hundred men, which were the 
most that were at any time engaged on the Amer- 
ican side. 

" The loss of the New England army amounted, 
according to an exact return, to one hundred and 
forty-five killed and missing, and three hundred 
and four wounded. Thirty of the first were 
wounded and taken prisoners by the enemy. 
Among the dead was Major General Joseph War- 
ren ; a man whose memory will be endeared to 
his countrymen, and to the worthy in every part 
and age of the world, so long as virtue and valor 
shall be esteemed among mankind. The heroic 
Colonel Gardner, of Cambridge, has since died 
of his wounds ; and the brave Lieut. Colonel 
Parker, of Chelmsford, who was wounded and 
taken prisoner, perished in Boston jail. These 
three, with Major Moore, and Major McChury, 
who nobly struggled in the cause of their com)* 
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try, were the only officers of distinction which we 
lost. Some officers of great worth, though infe- 
rior in rank, were killed, whom we deeply lament ; 
but the officers and soldiers in general who were 
wounded, are in a fair way of recovery. 

"The town of Charlestown, the buildings of 
which were in general large and elegant, and 
which contained effects belonging to the unhappy 
sufferers in Boston, to a very great amount, was 
entirely destroyed; and its chimneys and cellars 
now present a prospect to the Americans, exciting 
an indignation in their bosoms which nothing can 
appease but the sacrifice of those miscreants who 
have introduced desolation and havoc into these 
once happy abodes of liberty, peace and plenty. 

<* Though the officers and soldiers of the min- 
isterial army meanly exult in having gained this 
ground, yet they cannot but attest to the bravery 
of our troops, and acknowledge that the battles of 
Fontenoy and Minden, according to the numbers 
engaged, and the time the engagement ccmtinued, 
were not to be compared with this ; and, indeed^ 
the lanrels of Minden were totally blasted in the 
battle of Charlestown. The ground purchased thus 
dearly by the British troops, afibrds them no ad- 
vantage against the American army, now strongly 
intrenched on a neighboring eminence. The 
Continental troops> nobly animated from the jusU 
iee of their cause, sternly urge to decide the con- 
test by the sword; but we wiA for no farther 
12* 
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efiU/s^on. of blood, if the freedom, and peace of 
.^jgc^iic^ cjm be secured with^out .it. , But if it 
ro,i^( be p^rwise, we are d|ete|:3nained to struggle. 
We disdain life without Ubei;ty:, ,/ > . 

"0, Britons! be wise for yourselves before it 
is, Ipo late, and secure a commerdal intercourse 
witjb^ the American cplpniea .befpre it 19 forever 
lo^t.; jdisarm your ministerial assassins ; put an 
endiitp tl^? unrighteous an4 unnatural lyar, a»4 
8VLf[^ ]iot any rapacious despots to amuse yoi^L^r 
wijb the unprofitable ideas of ypur right tp .to 
anji, officer, the colonies, till the most profitable 
and ,advft|]^tageDus trade you have is irrecoveraUy . 
lost. Be \^ise for you,i;selv^s, and the An^icaas 
will contribijte to and rejoice ip.your, prosperity. ' 
" J. Palmer, per order." 



** 1h regard to what I know of the setting* fire 
to Charlestown, on the 17th of Jftae^ is-rtrl was 
040/ .Cbpp's Hill, Bii the landing ei tk& troops in 
Gharlestown; and about oneihdur^ter ^.troops 
were landed, orders came down to set fire .to the 
town, and soon after a caroass was. di9cbirrged 
fioQi the Hill, which set fire to one of the. old 
houses, just above the ferry-way a; from that, the 
meeting-lhouse and several other houses were set 
on fire by carcasses ; and the houses at the eastern 
end Off the town wcte set on- fire by men landed 
out of the boats. WilliaH Cockran." 
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" Middlesex $$.., August 16, 1775, 
*^Then William Cocfcran. persQt^glly ap^ared 
bafi»[e>me,.the subscriber, and made solemn oatb.. 
to the truth of the within deposition. ! ; , 

" > i . . • . " JAMESiO^J£f,,j . 

SA Justice of the Placet through the FrMvince of 
Massachtcsetts Bay, in New England,^* 



[The foregoing account of the battle of Charies- 
town was transmitted to London, soon after the 
date, accompanied with a letter to Arthur Led, 
Esq., of which the following is a copy, viz. :J 

"In Committee of Safety* Watertown, July 25, 
•■ . J775. , - .,,,„. „.,„. 

,*f*Sm: The Committer of Safety of thisfC<?l(^, 
ny, baving been ordered by the honorabje ProiWr,t 
ci»iiCQ«gress[ to draw up and transmit toiXJreai-) 
Bjiit^ln a fair and wpartial account of the^.^at^^ i 
^le of CharlestQw^, fheg Jeaye to ^nrf<?i?eith(^ 
same:to/you, desiring yo^ to insert .the i^f^oae. ii|n 
th$.;p\jblic papers, so that tbe Europ0an .wgjrjdy 
ixMi^ be convinced of the xjauseless and^ nnaxaqiri t 
plfd cruelty with which theiRritish.mipi^try hav« 
treated the innocent AmerJKJ^n Colowes.. 

" We are, sir, with grisat rpspept,/ i ... 

your most h^nabk §er5?Wife .^^..o' . 
: •■ , "fj. .Paliu^b, per'orikrf , ,■ 
**To Arthue Lee, Esq., at London." 
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" In Massachusetts Provincial Congress, June 20 
'"■ 1775. 

" The committee appointed to prepare a lettei 
to the Continental Congress, reported . The report 
was read, paragraph by paragraph, and accepted, 
and ordered to be transcribed, authenticated, and 
sent forward, and is as follows : 

" To the Honorable, the Continental Congress, 
now sitting at Philadelphia. 

"May it please your honors : 

** We think it our indispensable duty to inform 
you that reinforcements from Ireland, both of 
horse and foot, being arrived, (the number un- 
known,) and having good intelligence that General 
Gage was about to take possession of the advan- 
tageous posts in CharleStown and on Dorchester 
Point, the Committee of Safety advised that our 
troops should prepossess them, if possible. Ac- 
cordingly, on Friday evening, the 16th instant, 
this was effected by about twelve hundred men. 
About daylight on Saturday morning their line 
of circumvallation, on a small hill south of Bun- 
ker^ Hill, in Charlestown, was closed. At this, 
time the Lively, man-of-war, began to fire upon 
them. A number of our enemy's ships, tenders, 
cutters and scows, or floating batteries, soon came 
up, from all which the fire was general by twelve 
o'clock. About two the enemy began to land at 
•M point which leads out towards Noddle's Island, 
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aad knmedktely marched ii]^ to oar fDtrenoh- 
ments, from whieh they weve twice repulsed ; but 
in the third , attack forced them. Our forces, 
which were in the lines, as well as those sent for 
their support, were greatly annoyed on every 
side, by balls and bombs from Copp's Hill, the 
ships, scows, &;c. At this time the buildings in 
Charlestown appeared in flames, in almost every 
quarter, kindled by red-hot balls, and are since 
laid in ashes. Though this scene was most hor- 
rible, and altogether new to most of our men, yet 
many ^ilipoi, and received wounds by swords and 
bayonets, before they quitted their lines. At fire 
o'clock the enemy were in full possession of all 
the posts within the isthmus. In the evening 
and the night following, General Ward extended 
his intrenchments before made at the stone house, 
pver Winter Hill. About six o'clock, P. M., of 
the same day, the enemy began to cannonade 
Roxbury from Boston Neck, and elsewhere, which 
they continued twenty-four hours with little spirit 
and less effect. 

•*The number of killed and missing, on our 
side, is not known, but supposed by some to be 
about sixty or seventy, and by some considerably 
above that number. Our most worthy friend and 
President, Doctor Warren, lately elected a Major 
General, is among them. This loss we feel most 
seJnsibly. Lieut. Colonel Parker, and Major 
Moore, of this Colony, and Major McClary, from 
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New Hampshire^ are ako dead. Three colonels, 
and perhaps one hundred men, are wounded. 
The loss, of the enemy is doubtless great. By 
an anonymous letter from Boston, we are told 
that they exult much in having gained the ground, 
though their killed and wounded amount to abo\Lt 
one thousand; but this account exceeds eve^ 
other estimation. The number they had engaged 
is supposed to be between three and four thousand. 
If any error has been made on our side, it was in 
taking a post so much exposed.'' 

[The above was received and read in the Con- 
tinental Congress, June 27.] 



" Account of an engagement at Charlestown, be- 
tween about three thousand of the King's regu- 
lar troops, and about half that number of Pro- 
vincials, on Saturday, the 17th of June, 1775. 

" On Friday night, June sixteenth, fifteen hun- 
dred of the provincials went to Bunker's Hill, in 
order to intrench there, and continued intrench- 
ing till Saturday, at ten o'clock, when two thou- 
sand regulars marched out of Boston, landed in 
Charlestown, and, plundering it of all its valuable 
effects, set fire to it in ten different places at ance. 
Then dividing their army, one part of it marched 
up in front of the provincials' intrenchments, 
and began to attack the provincials at long shot ; 
the other part of the army marched round the 
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town of Charlestown, under cover of the smoke 
occasioned by the town. The provincial sentries 
discovered the regulars marching upon their left 
wing. Upon' notice of this, given by the sentry 
to the Connecticut forces posted on that wing, 
' Captain Nolton [Knowlton] of Ashford, with four 
^hundred of said forces, immediately repaired to 
and pulled up a post and rail fence, and carrying 
the posts and rails to another fence, put them 
together for a breastwork. Captain Nolton gave 
orders to the men not to fire till the enemy had 
got within fifteen rods, and then not till the word 
was given. At thoAvord being given, the lenemy 
fell surprisingly. It was thought, by spectators 
who stood at a distance, that our men did great 
execution. The action continued about two hours, 
when the regulars on the right wing were put 
into confusion and gave way. The Connecticut 
troops closely pursued them, and were on the 
point of pushing their bayonets, when orders were 
received from General Pomeroy, for those who- 
had been in action two hours, to fall back, and^ 
their places to be supplied by fresh forces. These 
"brders being mistaken for a direction to retreat, 
our troops on the right wing began a general 
retreat, which was handed to the left, the princi- 
pal place of action, where Captains Nolton, Ches- 
ter, Clarke and Putnam, had forced the enemy 
to 'give way and retire before them for some con- 
siderable distance, and being warmly pursuing 
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the enemy, were widi difficulty persuaded to 
retire; Init the right wing, by miBtaking tlie 
orders, having already retired, the left, to av<^d 
being encircled, were obliged to retreat ; and, wkh 
the main body, they retreated with precipatation 
across the causeway to Winter HiU, in which 
they were exposed to the fire of the enemy inm 
their shipping and floating batteries. 

We sustained our principal loss in passing the 
causeway. The enemy pursued our troops to 
Winter Hill, where the provincials, being neijft- 
forced by General Putnam, renewed the batde 
with great spirit, repulsed the enemy with great 
slaughter, and pursued them till they got under 
cover of their cannon from the shipping, when 
the enemy retreated to Bunker's Hill, and die 
provincials to Winter Hill, where, after iutremsh- 
ing and erecting batteries, they on Monday began 
to fire upon the regulars on Bunker's Hill, amd 
on the ships and the floating batteries in the har- 
bor, when the express came away. The number 
of the provincials killed is between forty and 
seventy; one hundred and forty wounded; of 
the Connecticut troops sixteen were killed ; no 
oflicer among them was either killed or wounded, 
except Lieutenant Grosvenor, who is wounded in 
the hand. A colonel or lieutenant colonol of the 
New Hampshire forces is among the dead. It is 
also said that Dr. Warren is undoubtedly amopg 
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mi slain The provincials lost three iron six 
poiuiders, some intrenching tools, and knapsacks. 
** The number of regulars that first attacked tlie 
provincials on Bupker's Hill, was not less thiln 
two thousand. The number of provincials was 
opiy ^fifteen hundred, who, it is supposed, would 
•con have gained a complete victory, had it not 
b^en for the unhappy mistake already mentioned. 
Tl^e regulars were afterwards reinforced with a 
thousand men. It is uncertain how great a num- 
iier of the eneiny were killed of wounded ; i)ut it 
was supposed, by spectators who saw the whole 
actibn, that there could not be less than four, or 
mr'4 hundred killed. Mr. Gardner, wto ^bi out 
of JBIoston on Sunday evening, says tliat ttere 
were five hundred wounded men brought into 
that place the morning before he ccgne out.*^ 

, " This account was taken from Captain Elijali 
^de, of Lebanon, who was a spectator on Winter 
BiQ, during the whole action." 



I 



■ Colonel John Stark to New Hampshire Congress. 

" Medford, June 1^, 1775. 

" SiE : I embrace this opportunity, by Coloi;ieI 

Bblland, to give you som^ partictildr ifif^'miatjoii 

of an engageihem ot battl<^, 4|ii^ll M]ix)ekM on 

tie iseventeentii i^istant;^ 64t^een Ae Britrsfr {fbo^ 

13 
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and tie. Americans. On the sixteenth instant, at 
evening, a detachment of about twenty-five hun- 
dred men, of the Massachusetts forces, marched, 
by the General's order, to make an intrenchmeht 
on a hill in Charlestown, called Charlestown Hill, 
near Boston, where they intrenched that night 
without interruption, but were attacked on the 
seventeenth, in the morning, by the shipping ii^ 
Charlestown river and batteries in Boston, very 
warmly. Upon which I was required by tht 
General to send a party, consisting of two hun- 
dred men, with officers, to their assistance ; which 
order. I readily obeyed, and appointed and sent 
Colonel Wyman commander of the same; and 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, express orders 
came for the whole of my regiment to proceed to 
Charlestown, to oppose the enemy, who were 
landing on Charlestown Point. Accordingly, 
we proceeded, and the battle soon came on, in 
which a number of officers belonging to my regi- 
ment were killed, and many privates killed and 
wounded. 

" The officers who suffered were, Major McCla 
ry, by a cannon ball ; Captain Baldwin and Lieu 
tenant Scott, by small arms. The whole number 
. including officers, who were killed and missing, 
fifleen; those who were wounded, forty-five, 
killed, wounded, and missing, sixty. 

"By Colonel Read's desire, I transmit the 
account of the sufierers in his regiment, who were 
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in battle; Killed, three ; wounded, twenty-nine ; 
missing, one ; killed, wounded, and missing, thirty- 
three. 

" But we remain in good spirits as yet, being 
well satisfied that where we have lost one, they 
hs^ve lost three. I would take it as a favor, if 
the Committee of Safety would immediately re- 
commend to the several towns and parishes in the 
province of New Hampshire, the necessity of stop- 
ping and sending back all the soldiers belonging 
to the New Hampshire forces, (stationed at Med* 
ford,) they may find tljere from the army, not 
having a furlough from the commanding oflicer. 
" I am, Sir, with great respect, 

yours anil the country's, to 

serve in the common cause, 

"John Stahk." 



" Thaddeus Burr to General Wooster. 

**■ Fairfield, June 25, 1776 ; 12 o'clock. 

" Sir : Captain Jonathan Maltbie, who went 
express from here last Sabbath, has this day 
returned from Watertown, which place he left 
last Thursday at four o'clock, afternoon, and the 
intelligence brought by him being so direct, I 
thought it my duty to forward it to you, which is 
as follows viz. : 
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^ Copy of a letter from Mr. Isc^c Lothrop, om^ of 
die Provincial Congresis, at Watertown. 

Watertown, June 22, 1776. 
" Before this reaches you, you will doubtless 
hear of the engagement of last Satur4ay, betweeii 
our troops and those of the aintny &t* Bostof ; bv^ 
lest you should not be well infopned, I will no^ 
undertake to give you as regular an account ^^ 
can at present be obtained. Last Friday eye^r 
ing, a detachment from the camp at Cambridgi^ 
n^s^rched to Charlestown, and there took po^se^^ 
siqii of Breed's Hill, abo^t half a mile fr<»9 the 
ferry; their intrenching tools not coming up in 
season, it was twelve o'clock befoife they began 
their works. As soqu as daylight appeared, they 
were discovered from Boston, when the men-of- 
war in the ferry, the battery from Copp's Hill, 
and the floating batteries, kept up a continual 
cannonading and bombarding, which fortunately 
did but little execution, although our intrenchf 
ments weye far from being completed. Thii| con- 
tinued till about tM^o o'<:lock) )yhen a large army 
of between four and five thousand men, (^ we 
since hear from Boston,) under the comn^nd of 
General Howe, landed on the bacif of the hill, 
and marched up with great seeming r^solutioi^ 
towards our lines. Our men rei?j3xved their fiy^ 
till the enemy had advanced very near^ wh^ ^, 
general engagement ensued. The fire from o^r 
lines was so excessively heavy, and made sucb a 
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terrible slaughter, as obliged the enemy twice to 
give way, although many of their officers stood 
in the rear with their swords pointed at their 
backs, ready to run them through. Our men 
kept up a continual blaze upon them for about an 
hour, with such execution as is scarce credible. 
The enemy then came on the flanks, marched up, 
and forced their way over the ramparts with fixed 
bayonets, cutlasses, and hand-grenades, which 
obliged our little brave army, consisting only of 
about five hundred men at most, to retreat. 

" The town of Charle^town was fired in various 
parts during the action, and is now consumed to a 
wretched heap of rubbish. I kept my ground at 
WatertOwn, but what with the thundering of can- 
non and small arms, the conflagration of Charles- 
^wn, die waggons and horse-litters, with Ae 
wounded men coming to the hospital in this town, 
and the streaming of expresses to and fro, exhib- 
ited such an awful scene as I pray God Almighty 
I may never again behold. The brave and 
worthy Doctor Warren was killed, stripped, and 
buried, within the intrenchment. 

** Our numbers killed are not yet known ; bat 
by the best account I can obtain, it will not much 
exceed fifty, and the wounded short of a hundred. 
Several credible persons have since made their 
escape by water from Boston, some of whom I 
well know. The latest out says, that upwards of 
fimrfeen hundred of the enemy were killed, and 
13* ' 
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with eifijity-four officers; and .thai 
tTOifj^y-^lgJit of qujf men were made prisoners, 
and t^e enen^y had buried forty-one of our dqad. 
All agree that tjie loss of the enemy in killed and 
wounded is more than one thousand. General 
Howe says, you may talk of your Mindens and 
your Fontenoys, &c., but he never saw nor heard; 
of such carnage in so short a time. All the sur- 
geons in the army, with what they could get in 
Bpstoii, were not sufficient to dres3 the woi:^(ieflt 
Although thqy were twenty-four hours, nigl^t and 
ds^y, in removing them from Charlestown,' vfiik' 
the assistance of many of the inhabitants o^, Bos- 
ton, whom they pressed into the servic^, many 
died in the streets, on their way to the hospitals. 

" N. B. Doctor Mather had his whole. 6irni- 
tur^, with his library, plate,'&;c., consume^ in t£e 
fire at Charlestown. 

"I have employed Mr. Samuel Peiffield tp go 
ly^th this i if you think it proper to forward tiiis ac: 
count tq New Yoric, he will be ready to servis yoii.^' 

"You will excuse my sending it op^n, i^ I 
think it best for every one to know, with wW 
bravery our men have acted, and how God ilX^"^^ 
pifovidence seems to^ appear f^r us. 

" Mr. penficld will also hand you a paper from 
^Cambridge, which contains some particakrs. 
" I am, in the utmost haste. Sir, 

your friend and humble servant, 

^'Thaddeus BuRm. 

•*To General Wooster, at Greenwich.** ''^ ** '" 
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!^f V I^orlth C];iurcli la Boston, to fley. Jjnfic 

S^utl^y oif Bostoi^ theu in Lcmdon. 

^ Boston, Juae, 19, 1775. 

*f My mAJBL Stsl : According to your desire, I 
W^ without oereiapiiy, to $uM;[uaint you with the 
state of thi()gs in Boston. You left us diut up, 
aod the people removing from the pkce as fast aa 
Aey were permitted. I am told that more than 
ni^ thousand are reinoved; many more were pre- 
pMrittg to follow, but parses have beep stopped for 
80m& fjune. So that thousands are detained wh9 
desire to go, etmpng whom I am on.ei I tapae4 
j^ely out of regard to the inhabitants who weri^ 
1^ ^at they might not be without ordinsm^a^ 
aXiA' worship iri the way wjiich they qhpose. I^ i^ 
mWt peifhaps^too late to think of removing, as all 
qenMnunication is at present shopped. 

«> The last Saturday gave us a dreadful speci- 
mf^n of the horrors of civil war. Early on Sat- 
i}fday tnormng, we were alarmed by the ^ring of 
c^E^qnon from the fort which is erected on Gopp's 
W^ aod firom the ships which lie in Charles 
riverl XJpQi» inquiry it was found that the pro^ 
tineiab had been forming linea on a hill bielow 
the hill in CharlestoTim, commonly called Bui^ 
k^s HiU. This intrenchment was calculated ex* 
Mmely well to annoy Boston, and the ships m. 
the harbor. About one o'clock a large body of 
Biitlsh troops set off from Boston to atta/^k these 
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lilies. About three o*clock the engagement began, 
and lasted perhaps an hour. Oreat part of the tftne 
the firing seemed incessant. It seems the troops 
stormed the lines, and, after a warm opposition, 
carried them. Perhaps there has seldom been a 
more desperate action. As the provincials were 
up to the chin intrenched, th€y made a great 
slaughter of the King's troops before they (the 
provincials) retreated. How many were killed on 
each side, it is impossible for me to say. It itf 
generally agreed that 80 or 90 officers were killed 
or wounded on the side of the regulars. It wa« 
a new and awful spectacle to us to have men car- 
ried through the streets groaning, bleeding, and 
dying. Some of the best officers are taken o€r 
and some hundreds of the privates. The attack- 
was commenced by General Howe. How the 
provincials have suffered, is not yet known ; nor, 
indeed, shall I pretend to give a particular account 
of this terrible scene. You must take this from- 
the prints. Dr. Warren is among the slain, It^ 
is said he had the chief direction of the defence j' 
if this is true, it seems to me he was out of his line.* 

" Since this action the King's troops hate 
taken possession of Bunker's Hill, and fortified it 
s^ongly. On the other side, the provincials a» 
intrenching themselves on the hill back of the 
road in Charlestown, just beyond the two mile 
stone. 

" Amidst the carnage o< Saturday, the town ofi 
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([J)|f»^e$tf^Vff^ T^ s^ on fire, and I s)ippose evefy 
4^^i{ig-bouse ^nd every public building is pofi- 
f l^uoi^ tjll you baye |]|ias3ed the p^sage to the 
BQ^, an4 are come, to the houses wh^re Wofid^t 
the b^^Cf diyelt. You may easily judge what 
dJ!^trp$ Tye were in to s^ and hear Englishmen 
de^Uc^ying one anotherf and a town with which 
yfj^ tiaye been so ^^timately connected, all in flames. 
^t^ i^e left ij^ anxious expectation of the event, 
(^pd gra^t th^ blood already spilt may suffice, — 
"^t this we cannoi^ r^a^p.nably expect. May ^e 
bg p^e^ared fo? ^y^yy evept. 

*' |t If tc^e^ that a furtlier attack will be ma.de 
a|i tli^ proyiacia}^, bvft I cannot pretend to ^ess 
vif)^t Mpil be tl^e ipaotion on either side, though 
e^eiy one I meet seems to be as able to teU ad if 
they were admitted into the Council of War. 

# # # # # 

** I forgot to mention that a few days before the 
action, the Governor issued a proclamation, offer* 
ing pardon to all that would lay down their arms 
except Samuel Adams and John Hancock, and at 
the same time putting us imder martial law. It 
would be a great comfort to me if I could leave 
the town, but I submit to what God is pleased to 
order. 

# # # # # 

"I write in great haste and perturbation of 
mind. You will, therefore, excuse every impro- 
priety, and will not wonder I do not wri^ more 
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in this very critical day. But however Provi- 
dence may dispose of me, that you may enjoy 
every blessing you can yourself desire, is the ear- 
nest prayer of your sincere friend and humble 
servant. Andrew Eliot. 

"P. S. June 22. — Things have been pretty 
quiet since the above. We have no communica- 
tion with those on the other side of the water, but 
can perceive they are fortifying at Chelsea, Mai- 
den, Winter Hill, the hills in Roxbury, Dorchester, 
and where not ? Every inch of ground will be 
disputed. Can no way be found to accommodate 
these unhappy differences ? The God of heaven 
preserve us! — it is an inexhaustible source of 
comfort that the government of the world is ju6t 
where it is. ' A. E.'* 
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THE MONUMENT UPON BREED'S HILL. 



The imposing structure which now rises upon 
the Heights of Charlestown, marks the summit 
where the si^iall redouht was thrown up hy the 
American patriots, on the night of the 16th of 
June, 1775. The battle has so long been associ* 
ated with t}ie name of Bunker's Hill, that it seems 
fM>w almost vain to attempt to make the correction, 
which, indeed, s6me may think wholly unimpor- 
tant. The probability is that Breed's Hill was 
considered generally as only a spur of Bunker's 
Hill, and was not distinguished by name, except 
among the residents in Charlestown and those 
familiax with the localities of the spot. There 
are charts and views of the town, taken before 
and after the battle, in which the lesser summit 
appears without any designation. As soon as the 
spot became famous, this confusion of the names 
began to be manifest; and the fact is wcnrthy of 
notice only as it presents an instance that «m« 
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bles us tc account for the disputes which, ia the 
absence of historic documents, have been attached 
to other famous spots on the surface of the earth. 
To perpetuate the memory of such localities, and 
to secure them against the dubious haze with 
which the lapse of time invests them, is perhaps 
the bei^t sorguitieiit which Cati hd adduced for the 
erection of costly monuments. Still, there will 
be, as there now is, a great difference of opinion 
as to the expSdiency of such structures. The open 
battle field, undisturbed and unaltered through 
4tt tintie, Would be for itttttiy fkr prefbttble «o any 
ittdfliltiietiti 

Previdti^ ib thk erection of the gtwaiit motktl^ 
m^ht dn fireed'ib Hill, the summit wlUi distan- 
^iii^ed by a small coluttin in honot of Mii|<fr 
Genetal Warren, who Was regarded ds the i^tui 
^illitient and deserving of the martjhrs of Hbmf 
that fell th^^. Ili^ body was identified, <m the 
mdtning after the battle, by Doctdr JefiriesY €l 
fidston, an intiniate actiuainmnoe of the patriot 
The Britii^ tegaltd^d &is vktim as paying Ak 
pric^ of tMe mtrltittlde of their own slain, and tlM 
fitj^ wherd they interred him was marked. After 
^e evacuiitibn of Bb^on, by the British troops, 
and the rettfhi df its citizens to their homes, di« 
Mends of W^nrren disinterred his temains. They 
im^ tak^ti from, the hill, tod on the eighth of 
April) 1776^ b6ing eainfied in procession from thb 
n^e^nttfCives' Ghftmber to Sing's-Chapel, wtt« 
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buried with M military honors and those of Ma* 
soBry. Prayers were offered on the occasion, by 
the Rev. Dr. Cooper, and h fiineral oration was 
deliyered by Mr. Ferez Morton, in which he 
boldly and earnestly urg^d an entire separation 
irom Great Britain, as the right and duty of the 
coldnists. The remains of General Warren now 
rest within the cemetery beneath St. Paul's 
church. 

At the time of his death, Warren was Qruid 
Master of Freemasons, for North America ; aad 
at such, it seemed to the members of his order 
that they owed to him some tribute of rcspectftil 
regard. No monument had been erected on the 
spot where he fell in behalf of his country, and 
measures were therefore instituted for this double 
purpose. 

A. lodge of Freemasons was constituted in 
Charlestown, in 1783, and from its funds a mon- 
umental column was erected to the memory of 
Warren, in 1794, on land given by the Hon. 
James Russell. It was composed of a brick pe- 
destal eight feet square, rising ten feet from the 
ground, and supporting a Tuscan pillar, of wood, 
eighteen feet high. This was surmounted by a 
gilt urn, bearing the inscription — " J. W., aged 
35," entwined with Masonic emblems. On the 
south side of the pedestal was the following 
inscription : 

14 
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" Erected A. D. MDCCXCIV., 

By King Solomon's Lodge of Free Masons, 
constituted in Charlestown, 1783, 

In Memor^iof 

Major General Joseph Wabben, 

and his Associates, 

^ho were slain on this memorable spot, June 17, 

1775. 

None but they who set a just value upon the 

blessings of liberty are worthy to enjoy her* In 

vain we toiled; in vain we fought; we bled in 

vain; if you, our offspring, want valor to repel 

the assaults of her invaders. 

Charlestown settled, 1628. 
Burnt, 1775. Rebuilt, 1776." 

This column stood without the redoubt, and on 
the spot where Warren was believed to have fallen. 
It remained for forty years, and was so much 
defaced by time that it was removed when the 
present granite structure was contemplated. The 
remembrance of it will be cherished by those 
who were familiar with it from a distance, or near 
at hand. 

The erection of a substantial monument on this 
summit had long been desired and contemplated. 
It was thought to be due as a tribute of respect 
to the patriots who, in an early day of the Revolu- 
tion, risked all that was dear to them as individu- 
als, on a fearful hazard, for the good of their 
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common country. We mus^t suppose and believe 
that in the awful strife, amid the shrieks and 
grcmns of battle, and in sight of the homes which 
these patriots loved, some better feeling than 
that of brute courage, or thirst for blood, an- 
imated them. How much of their fortitude 
they borrowed from the conviction that their 
country would honor their memory, and that their 
children would mark the spot where they suffered, 
we may only imagine. The objection which 
many conscientious persons feel to such a com- 
'memoration, seems to be founded on the belief that 
a battle monument is designed to perpetuate the 
feelings of animosity and strife between the de- 
scendants of the contending parties. But this is 
an error ; and the disapprobation of monumental 
structures, founded upon such a misconception, 
would equally apply to all histories and delinea- 
tions of battles. We wish to express our grateful 
sense of the devotion and bravery of those who 
bore severe sufferings to relieve us of lighter 
burdens. All that we desire to commemorate by 
the towering pile now reared on the battle-field, 
is patriotism and self-sacrifice. We believe the 
cause was just ; the Briton may regard it oth- 
erwise; but we may alike stand upon the spot 
and honor the heroism of its victims, without the 
rising of one vengeful feeling. 

It was the general opinion that if any monu- 
ment were to be erected, it should be a substantial 
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one, which should do credit to its builders, wsd U> 
their fathers ; and instead of being reared at the 
expense of a few wealthy men, or at public cost, 
should be a free-will o&ring from all the citizens 
of this Commonwealth, and of its sister Commcm^ 
wealths, according to their means. The result 
has been such as to make it jHrobable that there is 
not a structure in this country on which the free 
contributions of so many individuals have been 
e:q>ended as upon this. Subscriptions were first 
a^ed for in the year 1824. An AssoctaticHiy 
called " The Bunker Hill Monument Associatioo," 
was formed, membership of which was to be 
enjoyed by those who subscribed five dollars. All 
engraved diploma was their certificate, and thdbr 
names were inscribed upon the parchment recc^ds 
deposited within the corner-stone. 

Some incident or circumstance which should 
connect an enthusiastic feeling with the com* 
mencement of the work, was felt to be necessary. 
An occasion and opportunity for this presented 
itself on the visit of the Marquis de La Fayette, 
our honored General, to this land, whose battles 
he had fought with the ardor of youthful heroismi 
and whose prosperity was dear to him to the kst 
day of his life. In the midst of his triumphant 
progress through the country, his services were en- 
listed in this work. Though the plan <rf the struc- 
ture had not at this time been decided upon, 3ret it 
was thought most desirable dxat the ceremonies 
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<rf laying the corner-stone should be performed 
by and in the presence of the guest of the nation. 
Accordingly, on the 17th of June, 1825, it being 
^ fiftieth anniversary of the battle, this desire 
was gratified. In the midst of an immense con- 
course of people, the ceremonies were performed. 
By advertisements and invitations previously in- 
serted m the newspapers, the veterans who sur- 
vived the day of slaughter were earnestly desired, 
firee of all charge to themselves, to come from 
Uieir homes, however distant, and present them- 
selves, in one venerable group of worthies, to 
receive the grateful offering of a free people, on 
the first jubilee of the battle. In the multitude 
that answered these invitations the number of 
those who were actually engaged in the battle 
could not be ascertained, as some were of the 
reinforcements, who did not enter the field, some 
belonged to regiments or companies then at hand, 
but not ordered for the occasion, and others were 
near or distant spectators of the action. Enough ' 
there were of the true remnant to show their 
scars and recount the scenes the memory of which 
the lapse of fifty years had not dimmed. The 
younger survivors of the band professed them- 
selves still ready for service, should like occasion 
demand it ; nor, among those whose feeble limbs 
tottered under the heaviest burden of years, was 
there one whose chilled blood did not glow over 
the «ods of the battle-field, while the starting tear 
14* 
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ti^that they were thinking of their compamont 
bk arms. ^ They were eloquently a^d toiichingly 
addressed by the Hon. Daniel Webster, the orator 
of the occasion* La Fayette, (landing as one im 
that group of survivors, and regretting tl^t the 
hoik^ did not of right belong to him, laid vnA 
hie own hands the comer-atone of the projected 
monument. Masonic ceremonies were coi^nected 
with the occasion. 

We cannot, however, attribute to La Faye^e die 
hcmor of havii^ laid the cc»mex*stone of the 
present structure. The office in which he wbs 
enlisted was a matter of mere form ; no plan 
baviodg been selected, of course no adequate fouii- 
dation was made. The stone which had bectn 
kid by La Fayette, was afterwards put mto the 
centre of the foundation ; and die box of depos- 
itas which it contained, was taken out and en- 
dk^eed in the present corner-ston^, which is at die 
n<»rtk-eastern euigle of' the stoiicture, kM^c^ 
towards the point ^ landing of the enemy. The 
plan of the monument was devised by Mr* Solo* 
mon Willard, of Boston, a distinguished architect ; 
and his originsd design, followed thff0^ghou^ has 
been brought to a successful completion. 

The plan having been decided upon, the work 
was resumed about the middle of March, 1827, 
by the,^cavatian of a new foundation. A quarry 
of sienite granite, sitqated at Quincy, eight miles 
-distant, had been purdiased and wrou^t upon 
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dnni^ tbe preTiotts spring. The sUxne vised &r 
the foQndadon, and for the firet fotty feet of the 
siTOcttuce, was transported from the quarry on a 
nitway to the wharf in Quincy, where it was piU 
ifito jQat-hottomed boats, towed by steam power to 
liie wharf in Cbailestown, and then raised to the 
HiU by teams moring upon an inclined plane. 
The repeated transfer of the stones, necessary in 
this mode of conveyance, being attended with 
dday, liability to accident, and a de&cing of the 
blocka, was riramdoned after the forties foot 
WIS laid, and the materials weie transported by 
teams, duectly from the quarry to the htU. So«e 
of Uie blocks present dark stains upon their siur- 
iutes, caused by the presence of iron. Sometimes, 
in the process of hewing and hammering, these 
slaiiis would disappear, but for a season tbty 
deem to grow brighter by exposure to l^^, and 
dMn by process of time, the influence of dke 
atHM^here, the weather, and the winter ifiroat, 
they gradually fade away. Several of these 
stains appear upon the last half of the structure^ 
but it is believed ^y will slowly disappear. 
The f^plioalion of any chemical i^nt for their 
r^ofto^ would not be advisable ; indeed, aehie 
persons think they add to die beauty of a grai^ite 
pile, when sparingly distributed over it. No one 
cmiHand and lode at the structure, or scan.it 
widi a close obeervarion, without being impressed 
wilh the wonderftd mathematical accuracy iriiidl 
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distinguishes it. The joints of the stones seem 
to be chiselled with great exactness, as if they 
were worked with all the ease with which the 
carpenter shapes his wood; and the diminution 
of the obelisk, a work of extreme difficulty, has 
been faultlessly executed. A slight failure or 
error in either of these particulars would have 
been a hideous deformity, and would have en--' 
dangered the stability of the structure. We rely- 
for its permanence upon its mathematical accu- 
racy, as much ajs upon the solidity of its materials. 
The distinguished honor of having thus with 
scientific precision begun and completed the im* 
posing structure, belongs to Mr. James Savage, 
of Boston. Of many great public works, the 
builder has been wholly forgotten ; of others, the 
credit has been withheld from the m)ediaiiical 
geniuses who executed them, and has been all 
bestowed upon those who have drafted the phn 
upon paper. But to execute such a work, how- 
ever skilfully it may have been planned, demands 
a rare union of talents. To take in the concept 
tion, to comprehend its details, to criticise its 
excellences or. defects, to suggest improvements, 
to invent facilities, to combine two or more objects, 
and then to watch each laborious process, guard- 
ing against accidents and mistakes ; to do all this, 
requires one who is much more than a meehanic. 
In such a structure as the monujient, though it 
is very simple, patience, care, skill and ingeniont 
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device "Wi&te condnually needed. Mr. Savage 
possessed all the requisite qualifications, and his 
name ought to go down to posterity with the 
monumeat. Those who watched the rising of 
the pile, could not fail to observe his unwearied 
and unerring interest in his work. He might 
be seen above or below, as occasion called for 
him ; now superintending the setting of a step ; 
now suspended upon a plank at a dizzy eminence 
outside the structure ; now testing the strength 
of a fastening, or, with his hand upon the bell- 
wire, sending notice to the engine to rest, just as 
a ponderous stone, poised high in air, was gently 
weighing over the upper courses of the obelisk. 
And to complete the efiect of his presence of 
mind and skill, there was no haste or bustle in, 
"his morements, and he was ready to answer the 
questions of every visitor. But one accident 
occurred during the whole work* A laborer, 
while engaged in laying the last stone of the 
twelfth course, on the south-west corner, was 
poshed off and killed. 

The whole structure was made under the 
superintendence of Mr. Savage, under three dif- 
ferent contracts. At first he was engaged as 
builder by Mr. Willard, the architect, and fur- 
ni^ed the materials and the labor. This arrange- 
meiit continued during the years 1827 and 1828, 
when the foundation and fourteen courses of the 
superstructure were laid. In August, 1828, the 
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work was suspended on account of deficiency of 
funds, about $56,000 having been expended, in- 
cluding the purchase of the right in the quany 
for all the necessary materials, the gearing at the 
wharves and on the hill, which was complicate 
and expensive, but not including the purchase of 
the land. 

In the summer of 1834, the work was resumed* 
Mr. Savage, being still employed by Mr. Willayd, 
was obliged, on account of an engagement for 
service under the United States government, to 
commit the oversight of the work to Mr. Charl^ 
Pratt, though by occasional visits he continued 
to superintend and direct it. Sixteen more 
courses were laid, when the work was again 
closed for want of funds, in 1835; about $20,000 
more having been expended. Depression in all 
the interests of trade and business, a derangement 
in the financial affairs of the country, and a geo* 
eral opinion that the large sums of money already 
collected had not been judiciously or economically 
expended, will account for the delay in the com- 
pletion of the work. Probably, however, the 
durability of the structure was rather advanced 
than injured by the pause of a few years. Sug- 
gestions were occasionally offered that the work 
might be brought to a point at its then existing 
elevation, but it was thought better to wait in hope, 
under the conviction that it would one day be 
completed according to the original plan. 
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The happy suggestion, which was offered for 
&e sake of meeting the pecuniary want, and 
Tfhich, as soon as it was uttered, everybody knew 
would be triumphantly realized, came from the 
weaker sex, who had no ha^nd, though they had 
much heart, in the fighting which had immortal- 
ized the summit. It was proposed that a public 
Pair should be held in the city of Boston, and 
thai every female in the United States of Ametica, 
who desired the honor, should work with her own 
hands, and contribute with her own means, to 
furnish the Fair, the other sex being, of course, 
allowed to contribute what they pleased, atul 
being expected to purchase with liberality. The 
plan was most successful. A brilliant and daz- 
riing display, as well as an exhibition of the re- 
sults of^ devoted industry and cunning ingenuity, 
of which we have, at least, as much reason to feel 
proud, as of the battle, attested that the call was 
pot made in vain. The Fair was held in Boston 
in September, 1840, and its proceeds, with a few 
munificent private donations, which should be 
considered as depending upon it, put within the 
haiids of the Committee of the Bunker Hill Asso* 
eiation, a sum sufficient to complete the great 
object. Mr. Savage, by a contract with the 
Building Committee, was engaged, in the autumn 
of 1640, to complete the work for $43,800. He 
lesumed his labor by laying the first stone on May 
8» 1841, and finished it. with entire success^ by 
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depositing the apeje on July 23, 1842. The bist 
stone was raised at six o'clock in the morning of 
that day, with the disclmi^e of cannon; Mr, 
Edward Cafnes, Jr., of Chailestown, accon^Moy- 
ing it in its ascent, and waving the Ameriom 
flag during the process. 

The section of the Monument which acconpn- 
nies this description, will convey an idea of ^le 
mode of its construction. The foundati[on, lyog 
twelve feet helow the hase of the slaructurct is 
composed of six courses of fair e^ stenes. ' The 
lower tier rests upon a bed of clay and gravel 
which composes the soil of ^e hiU ; great panui 
having been used in loosening the earth, and in 
fuddimg and ramming the stones.. The founda- 
tion is laid in lime mortar ; the other parts of the 
8tructui!e with lime mortar mixed wi^ cinders and 
iron filings, and with Springfield hydraulic ce^ 
ment. Below the base the four faces of the fonn* 
dation project into a square of fiOty feet, kttvfaig * 
open angies at the comers, so that these prajee* 
tions act as buttresses. There are ninety counes 
of stone in the whole structure, eighty-fonr of 
them being above the ground, and six of &an 
below. The base is thirty feet square; in a rise 
of two hundred and e^ht feet, ^e point wliein 
the fonnation of the apex begins, there is a £»£- 
nution of fourteen feet, seven and a half iadie8« 
The net rise of the stone from the base to titt 
apex, is two hundred and nineteen feet diadtill 



d by Google 



BiniKBft Hnx MOMVXBNT. 169 

mches, the seams of mortar making die whote 
delation two hundred and twenty-one feet* 

Perpendicular dowels, called Liwis^s Clampsy 
were used to bind the first four t^ourses above the 
bh^. This was done chiefly as an experiment, 
but being found to be useless and expensive, the 
method was abandoned. The several stones 
which compose each course, are clamped together 
\ff flat bars of iron, fourteen inches long, the ends 
being turned at right angles and sunk in the 
granite fivensighths of an inch. 

Tkete are four faces of dressed stone in the 
structure, besides the steps which wind around the 
cone within, viz., the exterior and the interior 
sides of the monument, and the exterior and the 
interior of the cone within it. Twelve stones 
compose the exterior, and six large circling stones 
the inteHor of each course of the shall ; to each 
cMrse of the shaft, there are two courses of the 
cone, each being composed of six stones, and four 
st^ answer to each course of the exterior of the 
shaft. Each of the first seventy-eight courses of 
Ae exterior of the shaft is two feet eight inches 
in height ; of the next five courses, those compos- 
ing the point, the height of each is one foot eight 
inches ; the cap or apex is a single stone of three 
feet six inches in height. 

The exterior diameter of the cone at the base, 
is ten feet, the interior diameter, seven feet ; at 
the top of the cone the exterior diameter is six 
15 
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feet three inches, the interior diameter, four feet 
two inches. The cone is composed of one hun- 
dred and forty-seven courses of stone, each course 
being one foot four inches in height. 

The elliptical chamber at the top is seventeen 
feet in height and eleven feet in diameter, with 
four windows, each two feet eight inches in 
height, and two feet two inches in breadth. 

There are numerous apertures in the cone, and 
eight in the shaft, besides the door and the win- 
dows. The windows are closed with iron shut- 
ters. At the door-way, the walls of the shaft are 
six feet in thickness. There are two hundred 
and ninety-four steps in the ascent. 

In iullilling his third and final contract, Mr. 
Savage removed the gearing which had previously 
been used, and substituted a steam engine of six 
horse power, and an improved and ingenious 
boom derrick of his own invention. Through two 
apertures in the cone he passed a strong beam, in 
which the foot of the derrick was inserted, turn- 
ing on a pivot. This was raised with the comple- 
tion of each four courses of the exterior. A 
projecting arm attached to the boom extended far 
enough to clear the base of the monument, and 
was slightly inclined downwards. The ropes 
passed through shives at the top of the boom and 
the extremity of the lever, and when the ^one 
was poised at its elevation, it was drawn in by 
means of a wheel carriage on the lever, which 
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was turned upon the pirot to either side, and the 
load was deposited. The steam engine was di- 
rectly in the rear of the monument, and the ropes 
passed down through the cone, and out at the 
idoor-way. A hell wire, passing up by the ropes, 
communicated instantaneously with the engine, 
and directed its motions. A platform staging, 
bound around the monument by cogs adapted to 
its gradual diminution, and raised with each two 
courses of the exterior, served as a standing place 
for the masons who pointed the work outside. 

This apparatus served till it was necessary to 
cover over the chamber at the top, when, of 
course, the boom derrick and cone could be used 
BO longer. The last work of the derrick was to 
draw up a stout oaken beam, which was passed 
through two of the windows, and two masts, which 
being rigged over the projections of the beam and 
lopped over the side of the monument, the re- 
maining stones were slowly, but safely raised, 
and then, the masts being righted perpendicularly, 
they were deposited in their places. The steady 
industry of the engine, and the cautious oversight 
of Mr. Savage, made these last operations exceed- 
ingly and intensely interesting. It was at first 
proposed, that the raising and depositing of the 
last stone should be attended with parade, for- 
mality, and a public celebration. But this was 
wisely discountenanced by Mr. Savage, who knew 
that the caution and care and presence of mind 
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which were requisitei would be best secuired bf 
quiet, and a degree of privacy. Accordixkgly, the 
last stone was raised, as we have said, at six 
o'clock, on the morning of the 23d of July, 1842, 
in presence of the officers of the Bunker Hill 
Monument Association, and a few other spectators. 

On the 17th of the previous June, before the 
chamber at the top had been covered over, a can- 
non which had been raised on the jaecedkig 
evening, sent forth its volleys in a national salute. 

Those who enjoyed the view from the uiu^losed 
chamber, or from the top of the structure before 
the last stone was laid, seemed to feel a disa][^int- 
ment when the view was contracted into the range 
of vision as confined by the narrow windows. 
But this feeling will not affect those who look for 
the first time through the windows over a scene 
which unites the sublime and the beautiful, which 
embraces ocean, islands, mountains, woods and 
rivers, cities and villages, churches and school- 
houses, palaces and happy cottage homes of con- 
tented industry, free firom the sceptre of an earMy 
monarch, but, therefore, all the more bound in 
allegiance of gratitude and reverence to the King 
of kings. 
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